St. Peter’s Catholic School
High standards of attainment within an ethos of care and respect

Faith is Our Foundation
Catholic Pupil Profile Focus: Attentive and Discerning

Headteacher’s Message
Dear parents, students and friends of St Peter’s
We welcomed our new Year 7s into our school community on Wednesday 4th September. Under the

care of Ms Costello, their form teachers and their subject teachers, they have settled in very well. In addition, we were pleased that so many of our Year 11s chose to continue their education with us into the
sixth form. Basking in their GCSE success, they have begun Year 12 maturely and with purpose. May I extend a special welcome to our new sixth formers who studied elsewhere for their GCSE and have decided
to join our caring Catholic community. Congratulations also to our recently departed Year 13 who performed so well in their A Level examinations. I wonder how many of them are reading this from universities across the country?
I am delighted to welcome our Deputy Headteacher , Mr Ciaran Clinton. I am also delighted to welcome
the following new members of staff: Miss Baker, Miss Parton, Mr Carbery, Mr Grubb, Miss Povey, Mr
Court, Mrs Killworth, Miss Elton, Mr Foster, Mrs Morris—Walcott, Mr Travers, Mr Matthews, Mrs Sandhu, Mrs Draper, Mr Shore-Nye, Mr Kazi, Mr Moore, Mr Pinnell and Mrs Shine, I am sure all of them will
be an asset to St Peter’s.
As well as Pope Francis declaring next month an Extraordinary Mission Month, October will see Blessed
Newman be canonised. He is the first Englishman to receive this accolade in three hundred years. As all
children learnt about in assembly this week, we keep his wise words in mind that God has a plan for all of
us: ““God has created me to do him some definite service; He has committed some work to me which he
has not committed to another. I have a mission – I may never know it in this life, but I shall be told it in

the next.”
Weekly Mass -The strong parish links that we value as a Catholic School are enhanced by regular visits
from the clergy of our neighbouring parishes. Holy Mass is celebrated in school on Tuesdays, at 8.25am.
All are welcome.
Rosary - Fr John Peyton joins a form group every Friday morning to say the Rosary.

Email us at office@st-peters.solihull.sch.uk
Follow us on Twitter
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Mission Month
This year October is the Catholic Church’s Mission Month.
As you know in just a few weeks many schools in the Birmingham Diocese will once again be spending time in prayer saying the Rosary with
Archbishop Bernard through the wonders of modern technology.
This is taking place on Wednesday 9 October at 2:00 when St Peters will be joining other schools in the
Diocese via an internet livestream.
Imagine, there could be up to 80,000 children and young people, along with St. Peters praying together
with Archbishop Bernard at the same time!

Welcome to Mission Together
Mission Together is the Catholic Church’s official children’s charity for overseas mission. It is the children’s branch of Missio.
Previously known as Holy Childhood, Mission Together has been working in Catholic schools and parishes worldwide since 1843, encouraging children to pray, fundraise and become missionaries themselves –
children helping children.
Mission Together in England and Wales continues this tradition by providing spiritual and educational
School resources throughout the year focused on the Gospel, liturgical seasons and on our various overseas projects. Mr Hill
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Events and Information for Parents
Columban Mission – Justice and Peace Conference – Saturday 12th October
We, as a School, are honoured that the Columban Missionaries have chosen to use St Peter’s to hold
their meeting on Saturday 12th October. The event will take place between the hours of 10am and
5pm. The Missionaries, along with the Archdiocese of Birmingham, invite you to attend with your family
and friends and take the opportunity to reflect on your experiences and the call to mission for justice,
peace and care for creation. Please contact events@columbans.co.uk to book your place.

Family, Faith and Fun Event – St Thomas More’s Church
A Family, Faith and Fun event will take place at St Thomas More’s church and grounds on Sunday 6th
October. There is an opportunity to celebrate mass at 2pm, as well taking part in various fun activities
and enjoy refreshments. It is hoped that children will opt to take part in ‘20 for 2020’ where they will
pray a decade of the Rosary every day. If you are interested in attending the event, please let the school
office know so that the Church can know how many people to cater for.

Information Evenings
Wednesday 11th September and the day after, we welcomed our new Year 12s and their parents into
the sixth form. The purpose of Year 11 evening was to give the new cohort the results of the mocks

they sat in the summer. This was to prepare from what it
will be like to receive their actual results in eleven months’
time. Before the students were given their envelopes, Mr
Chesterman gave a very informative presentation about
how memory works and the best ways to revise.
The Year 12 evening followed the day after and was hosted
by Mr Carr. As well as congratulating the students on their
excellent GCSE results, Mr Carr explained how the sixth form worked and some excellent strategies that
allow the students to fulfil their potential. Both evenings were ver well attended. The

The importance of excellent attendance and not taking unauthorised holiday
The School would like to thank parents for ensuring their child/children maintain an excellence attendance record. The benefits of attending school every day are well documented. The School would also
like to remind parents that Mrs Murphy does not have the authority to grant holidays in term time. Any
unauthorised absence may lead to a fine from the Local Authority.
Mr Clinton, Deputy Head Teacher
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GCSE Top Achievers
Year 11 students and their teachers are celebrating another bumper crop of amazing GCSE grades with a
quarter of grades achieved being graded 7-9. 82% of students achieved a standard pass in both English
and Maths with almost 60% achieving a strong pass (grade 5) in both. The RE department achieved an excellent set
of results with 80% achieving a standard pass and over 30% achieving at least a grade 7.
Pupils who achieved 10 or more 7/8/9 grades or A/A* are: Hannah, Nick, Chloe, Caitlyn, Niall, Oliver, Joseph,
Evelina, Mikolaj, Megan, Sean and Luke
Pupils who achieved 6 or more 7/8/9 grades or A/A* are: Daniella, Olivia, Carlos, Reece, Johanna, Joe, Chloe,
Eve, Joe, Stephen, Luke, Erin, Jack, Katherine, Ciaran, Christian, Holly, William, Sam, Jacob, Jessica, Sophie, Anthony, Molly, Jack, Spencer, Molly, Euan, Cole and Dean.
Pupils who achieved 4 or more 7/8/9 grades or A/A* are: Maryam, Cameron, Christie, Luis, Aedan, Capleton,
Aoife, Ellie, Caitlin, Alvar, Daniela, Madeline, Saocha, Sean, Georgina, Nikodem, Charlie and Joel.

Sixth Form Top Achievers
St Peter’s are delighted with the success of our Year 13 students. Virtually all students achieved grades which enabled them to secure their chosen places.
There were numerous successes but notable achievements include Ciaran, who will study Dentistry at Queen’s University, Belfast, Rebecca who will study Medicine at the University of Oxford. She will be joined at Oxford by James
and Abi. Ellen, Grace, Joe, Adrian, Harriet, Sam, Anika and Blake all achieved at least 3 A grades and have achieved
places at Russell Group Universities, with the exception of Sam who has gained a place on PWC’s coveted degree
level apprenticeship in Newcastle.
The A*- B pass rate was particularly pleasing in Mathematics, Further Mathematics, Geography, Art and Criminology. Over half of the grades achieved in the Maths department were at an A or A* grade.
These wonderful results are a testament to the hard work carried out by students, staff and the strong support
from our parental community.
Ellen
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Careers
The Careers Team is excited to be running lots of interesting and informative
events this academic year, including some annual events and some brand
new projects. Some key dates to look out for are:
We will have an opportunity for a number
of Year 9 students to take part in a session
called ‘Subjects to Jobs’ run by Future First

Wednesday 2nd October

We have organised a visit to a higher education/apprenticeships show at Edgbaston
Stadium for our Year 12 students – please
see the letter sent from Mrs Chander
about this

Friday 4th October

th

Week beginning Monday 7 October

Thursday 17th October

Thursday 21st November

th

Friday 29 November

Week beginning 29th June
Wednesday 8th July – Friday 10th July
Future Pathways Month – June/July
2020
Week beginning 13th July
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We will have some training sessions for
Year 9 students around ‘getting the most
out of job fairs’ in preparation for the Careers Convention
St Peter’s Careers Convention 6pm-8pm.
Currently around 50 exhibitors have been
booked including the armed forces, a
range of universities, colleges and businesses
Visit to World Skills Live at the NEC with
Year 10 students
Year 11 Careers Event involving mock interviews, employer panel, apprenticeship
information, further education information and application workshops

Year 10 work experience
Year 12 Future Pathways Days
Various activities in subject areas linking
the curriculum to careers
Year 12 work experience

Careers
Careers

For pupils doing work experience, start looking for placements sooner rather than later! Visit the School Portal for more information or speak to
your tutor or the Careers Team: Mr Horsfield, Mrs Chander, Mrs Simmons
and Mrs Stajka.

Some of the projects we will be involved with in September are:

Start - This year we have invested in Start www.startprofile.com which is an online careers platform designed to connect pupils with their future pathways. The aim of Start is
to give every pupil all of the information they might need for whatever pathway they
want to pursue.

Throughout their time at St Peter’s, we will be encouraging pupils to records any Careers Encounters
they have on Start. Examples of careers encounters are: meeting/visiting an employer on
a trip or in school, through work experience, or something they have organised themselves outside of school, or perhaps a one-to-one meeting with their form tutor or our
Careers Advisor, Mrs Stajka. All pupils have been or will be issued a logon for Start via
their form tutor and throughout the year will get the opportunity to swap into a computer room during form to work through some of the information available.
We would strongly encourage all pupils (in Years 11-13 especially) to logon to Start as
soon as possible and begin to fill in their profiles. Start is available on all computers,
laptops, tablets and smartphones!
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Careers
Careers
Pathway CTM – a social enterprise with a mission to improve the employability,
career prospects and lives of school leavers. Year 12 and 13 Pupils are reminded to
complete the survey on www.pathwayctm.com in order to register with Pathway.
Registration Steps:
To register, go to the website: http://www.pathwayctm.com
Click on Students Register Here and enter the password path19 (all lowercase).
Complete a short survey. This is where you can express your sector interests and your
preferences for when you leave school – the survey should take less than 4 minutes to
complete.
If you complete the survey before Friday 27th September you will be entered in a
prize draw where Pathway CTM will select at random 5 lucky winners to win a cash
prize!

Aspire Academy – a programme designed to help young people thrive when they enter the job market. We have already scheduled workshops focused around Careers
and Enterprise skills with Aspire Academy, which will be starting this half term. They
will also be involved with our Year 11 and Year 12 Careers
Events.

World Skills UK LIVE – we are planning a trip to take Year 10 to the World Skills Live
event at the NEC in November. More information to come soon – visit
www.worldskillsuk.org for more information and how to book private tickets for the
Saturday event.
Year 11 and 13 have started their IAG meetings to start their discussions regarding
their plans for next year. Remember you have lots of options available to you, so consider everything before making your decisions.
We hope that all pupils at St Peter’s have a successful year in their next step on their
future pathway.

The Careers Team – Mr Horsfield, Mrs Chander, Mrs Simmons & Mrs Stajka
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Drama
The Drama department are gearing up for another big year! Last
year’s results were fantastic, with one of our students achieving a
grade 9. We are so proud of all of them. This year, our new Year 11
are hitting the ground running, preparing their examined performances for February. The plays being performed are ‘Find Me’ by
Olwen Wymark, ‘BU21’ by Stuart Slade and ‘The Women Who
Cooked Her Husband’ by Debbie Isitt. An examiner will come in

and watch them, with this mark making up 20% of their grade. In
my biased opinion, it’s probably one of the most fun GCSE exams
we have! Ms Rai

Music
Our Music department has always

got something going on! Last summer, our fantastic musicians took
part in the summer concert which
was a wonderful evening celebrating and enjoying our student’s
talents. In the photo, you can see
our wonderful choir performing in
the Festival on the Green 2019 in
Dickens Heath. It was such an honour to see St Peter’s students shining so bright! September hasn’t meant a break though: Miss Lucas has already got two
choirs running, a Vocal Group and a KS3 choir. Already the Vocal Group have shown their
dedication by coming in for the Year 7 mass on 4th September, which for some was the last
day of their holidays! We can’t wait to see what music 2019-2020 bring. We know it’ll be
fantastic! Ms Rai
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Social Sciences and Business
Students have had a busy start to the year in the Social Sciences and Business Department. Health and Social Care students in Year 13 have had a careers talk from a Social
Worker who specialises in child protection. The talk really inspired our students and gave
them real insight into a career pathway that many of them are considering.
Criminology has seen our biggest uptake so far, with 44
students having enrolled on our course in Year 12. Year 13
Criminology students are learning about court and trial
processes, in preparation for their trip to the Old Bailey in
December. I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of our Social Sciences and Business students for making such a fantastic start to the school year – you have all been focused and working hard and your teachers are all very much looking forward to working
with you in the year ahead. Mrs O’Connell

Geography
Geographers have made an excellent start to the new school year. From exploring population issues, opportunities and challenges in Africa, to hazards and globalisation, the dedication has been first class. Year 12 are looking forward to
undertaking coastal and urban fieldwork in Wales, while
Year 13 are putting the finishing touches to their NEA investigations. A great time ahead! Mr McLiddy

History trips September 2019
Y13 Historians have been busy working on their Historical Enquiry by visiting Birmingham
and Nottingham University libraries. We were lucky to have a question and answer session
with a History lecturer and spent time looking in the library for primary and secondary
source materials. Next week, Y12 Historians will be attending a Holocaust Memorial Event
at Solihull School with Holocaust survivor, Eva Schloss. Mrs Ferry
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English
It is an exciting year for the English department and we would
like to share some of the wonderful events coming our way to
support our students’ learning: We are really trying to boost the extra-curricular activities available and have plans underway to take our students to the theatre to see the following: ‘Macbeth’ (year 10 & 11), ‘An Inspector Calls’ (year 10 & 11), ‘A Christmas Carol’ (year 7), ‘The Woman in Black’ (year 9) and ‘Death of a Salesman’ (year 12 & 13).
In addition, later in the year we will be taking our year 8
students to visit The Globe Theatre and the Harry Potter
Exhibition in London. This followed last year’s incredible trip and proved to be one which many students said
was the highlight of their year. Furthermore, we have
arranged for live RSC screenings of ‘The Taming of the
Shrew’ and ‘Macbeth’ shown in our hall for our students so that they can see world renowned actors per-

forming at their very best on, perhaps, the very best
stage in the world. Not only that, we will also be taking
a selection of our year 11 students to see the Poetry
Live event in Birmingham city centre wherein they will
be able to hear many of the poets they are studying discuss the influences and ideas which shaped their work.
Phew! As you can see, it is a very busy year for our students but one which should provide all of our students
the opportunity to develop their understanding and passion for this crucial subject. We will keep you posted
about all of these events and please do let us know if
there is something you think we could arrange for the
students here. Mr Mallon
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@StPetersEng

Maths
The St Peter’s Mathematics department have enjoyed great
success at both GCSE and A Level, particularly among those students achieving the top
grades. At GCSE, 16 students achieved the top grade of a Level 9, which is our highest ever! We are delighted that the vast majority of these students have decided to study both
Mathematics and Further Mathematics at St Peter’s Sixth Form this year. At A Level, more
than 50% of our students achieved an A* or A grade, which is the most successful number
of top grades we have ever achieved as a department. A number of these students have

gone on to study Mathematics at university.
As a department, we are excited at the prospect of another successful year for all of our
GCSE and A Level students. Mr Tudor

Science
The Science department is happy to welcome everyone back for the start of a new year.
Everyone has made a spectacular start! Year 7 have all achieved their Bunsen burner licences and a ready to tackle practicals safely.
Our KS4 students all seem to be really focused on working towards their GCSEs.
We are happy to announce we are offering a new, weekly KS3 science club. It will run on
Thursday’s after school from 3-4pm, and is open to any student in Year 7 or 8 that has an
interest and passion for Science. The first club will be on Thursday 3rd of October. We
hope to see as many students as possible! Ms Armstrong
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Health and Wellbeing
Nut-free School
As we have several pupils in school who suffer from a
severe nut allergy,we would like to remind everyone
that our school has a ‘no nuts policy’.
Pupils with severe allergies, if they come into contact
with a nut product, can suffer life threatening
consequences. A reaction can be caused by a simple handshake or by touching
a table where nut products have been eaten.
The school endeavours, as far as possible, to be a nut-free school; this includes
sesame seeds and we would ask that parents exercise care and consideration
towards the pupils in the school with a nut allergy when planning the contents
of lunch boxes. Thank you for your thoughtfulness.

Although we strive to be a nut free school, it is impossible to provide an
absolute guarantee that no nuts will be brought onto the premises.

Please do not bring in chocolate bars, cereal bars etc. containing nuts.
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School Nurse
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E-safety
Safeguarding our Students Online
At St. Peter’s, we see e-safety as an important aspect of safeguarding our students. While
we educate our students on being responsible digital citizens, we are aware that most of
their online activity takes place at home. We would therefore like to invite all parents to
the next e-safety evening which will be on Thursday 3rd October from 6pm – 7pm. The
previous e-safety Parents’ Evening was highly successful and parent comments from the
evaluation form included ‘one of the most useful Parents’ Evenings I have had the opportunity to attend’, ‘I didn’t realise how little I knew about protecting my child, this is a
MUST for every parent’ and ‘really pleased the school are being proactive in guiding parents – thank you’. We highly recommend that parents attend this informative evening as
online activity change rapidly. We guarantee to educate our parents on e-safety and provide useful resources to help them to protect their children. Further information will be
provided nearer the date. Mrs McHale
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Pupils’ personal achievements
This summer, I completed a 910km (565mile) charity bike ride from Ireland’s most southerly point: Mizen Head in Cork to its most northern point in Malin Head, Donegal over 6
days. It the most challenging and amazing experience and I am incredibly grateful for the
support I’ve been given. The Birmingham Irish Cycle Appeal are supporting 5 outstanding
local charities including Cure Leukaemia and a Dementia Care centre in Birmingham.
More information can be found on my donation
page https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/
ThomasGilleran and any contributions will make
a huge difference as 100% of donations go
straight to the charities we’re supporting. Thank
you! Tom

A massive congratulations to Tommy and John

-Joe on playing for Ireland over the summer
holidays. The boys played two games against
Denmark and England in a mini summer tournament. It was an absolute privilege to watch
both of them with John-Joe scoring a wonderful goal against the Danes. Unfortunately the
boys lost 4-2 to Denmark, but made up for

their disappointing defeat by beating England
to top the group.
We are all very proud boys and St. Peter’s has
made history again by being the only school in
the country to have 2 Internationals in the
same year group. Mr McMahon
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Extra-Curricular Activities
Time

Monday

Before School
08.0008.30am

Homework
Club

Break
11.05—11.25

1st Lunch
12.25-1.05

2nd Lunch
1.20-2.00

Drum Group

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Vocal group
Miss Lucas

Flute Choir

Brass Group

Miss Gynch

Mr Sander

Badminton

Basketball

Football

Netball

Dance

Sports Hall

Sports Hall

Sports Hall

Sports Hall

Gym

Year 7 & 8

Year 7 & 8

Year 7 & 8

Year 7 & 8

Year 7 & 8

Miss Watson

Mr Seickell

Mr Carey

Miss Dowse

Mrs Bromley

KS4
Badminton

Year 10
Football

Sports Hall

Sports Hall

Miss Watson

After School
3:00-4:00

Homework
Club

Homework
Club

Homework
Club

Homework
Club

KS3 Basketball
Mr Seickell

Year 10 & 11
Girls Netball
Sports Hall

Year 9 & 8
Girls Netball
Sports Hall

Y12 & Y13
Politics Club
Room 79
Miss Hallett
and Mr Court
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Homework
Club

Extra-Curricular Activities
Girls Coding Club
In the coming weeks, the Computer Science Department will be launching their afterschool Girls Coding Club. This club will be aimed at girls in Years 7, 8 and 9 who are eager
to progress into a career in computer science, or are simply just intrigued to learn and expand upon their computing abilities.
According to studies last year by the Department of Education, there are less than a tenth
of girls in the UK choosing Computer Science as a subject and only 0.4% choosing the
course at A Level. At St Peter’s, we’re aiming to help improve these figures, which are having such a detrimental effect on the number of females working in the industry in later life.
The Coding Club will be hoping to discover the next Ada Lovelace, Marissa Mayer or Katie
Bouman. During the sessions, they will be able to be creative with computers and get involved in many different aspects of computer science, including the chance to use an
online simulator to build and navigate a
rover across a rocky planet; or use microbits to help improve their understanding of Python.
Any young gentlemen that are concerned that they’re being excluded need
not worry as their opportunity to get involved is imminent.! Mr Branson

Youth Club
Youth Club at St Augustine’s started again on the 10th September and will be on every Tuesday during term time from 6.30 to
8.30 pm.
You are warmly invited to join the Youth Club and take part in
various activites offered. Youth Club is a great way of keeping in
touch with old friends and of making new friends.
The team look forward to spending another year with you and please feel free to bring
your new school friends along with you. Fr. Dominic
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St Peter’s Sixth Form
Welcome to the Sixth
Form!
The Sixth Form were delighted
to welcome over 140 Year 12
students for this academic year.
The students have all chosen at

least 3 A-levels and have the
option of accompanying this
with other AS qualifications
such as AS Core Maths or the
AS EPQ qualification. We also
offer our students an enrichment activity, to help them

stand out in their future pathways. This year, the enrichment
activities include paired reading, supporting the teaching
and learning of a Key Stage 3
lesson, or joining our Sixth
Form journalism team. We are
delighted with the focused attitude of our new Year 12 students and congratulate them
on the successful start they
have made in our Sixth Form
community. We are very proud!
Mrs McHale
18

St Peter’s Sixth Form
The Sixth Form has a new
Student Leadership
Team!
After a rigorous application process, we are pleased to announce

that our Sixth Form has a new
Student Leadership Team. The
first stage of the process was the
application form and covering
letter, followed by an interview.
The final stage included a five minute presentation to the remainder of the year group which was
followed by a student vote.
We are delighted to announce
that we have appointed our Head
Student – Luke and Deputy Head
Student – Olivia. These will be
supported by our six Assistant
Head Students who are Christian,
Erinn, Charlie, Dan, Luke and Dylan. Many congratulations to
them all. Mrs McHale
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Key Calendar Dates for Parents 2019—2020
Autumn Term 2019
SEPTEMBER
OCTOBER
Thursday 03
Thursday 24
Monday 28 October –
Friday 01 November
NOVEMBER
Thursday 07
Thursday 14
Friday 22
DECEMBER
Thursday 05
Friday 06
Thursday 12
Friday 20

E-Safety Evening for Parents 6-8pm
Year 7 Parent/Tutor Evening
Half Term
Year 13 Parents Evening
Year 10 & 12 Progress Evening
Year 11 Careers Event (all day)
Sixth Form Open Evening
Advent Confessions
Advent Confessions
Year 11 Parents Evening
End of Term

Spring Term 2020
JANUARY
Monday 06
Tuesday 07
Wednesday 08
Thursday 09
Wednesday 15
Thursday 23
Thursday 30
FEBRUARY
Thursday 13
Monday 17 – Friday 21
Wednesday 26
MARCH
Thursday 05
Thursday 26
APRIL
Friday 03
20

INSET Day
Whole School Start of Term
Y9 TdIPV Immunisations
Y9 TdIPV Immunisations
Sixth Form Awards Evening
Year 9 Options Evening
Year 7, 8 & 13 Progress Evening
Year 9 Parents Evening
Year 12 Parents Evening
Half Term
Ash Wednesday
Year 10 Parents Evening
Year 9 & 11 Progress Evening
End of Term

Key Calendar Dates for Parents 2019—2020
Summer Term 2020
APRIL
Monday 20
Thursday 23
Thursday 30
MAY
Friday 08
Monday 25 – Friday
29
JUNE
Thursday 04
Friday 05
Monday 08
Monday 22
JULY
Wednesday 01
Thursday 02
Friday 17
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Whole School Start of Term
Y8 Parents Evening
Y7 Parents Evening
Bank Holiday
HALF TERM

Y8 HPV girls & boys Immunisation
Y8 HPV girls & boys Immunisation
Y9 HPV girls only Immunisation
Y12 Future Pathways Day
Year 6 Induction Day
Year 6 Induction
End of Term

