
 

 1 

2022-2023 Year 9 Curriculum and Assessment Plan for RE  

 

The curriculum and assessment of pupils at this stage of education has been carefully designed to: 

By the end of Year 9, students will be able to use new terms to demonstrate their understanding of the Christian belief in the sanctity of Life and have different perspectives from nonreligious viewpoints.  They will study moral dilemmas and significant ethical 

decisions such as abortion and euthanasia. They study the importance of other world faiths e.g., Sikhism and develop empathy and greater understanding of other world faith ethical guidance.   Yr9s will also stud the Christian concept of a human soul and its 

implications for how a person of faith lives their lives.  Finally, they will explore the notion of “life as vocation”.  They will explore the blessings and challenges of marriage, Holy Orders and Religious Life and evaluate the relevance of such vocations to their own 

life.  They will be able to construct short outline and explain answers as well as beginning to construct evaluative answers to topics studied considering both sides of arguments and coming up with their own viewpoint in a conclusion.  In the final term they will 

begin an introductory study of their RE GCSE.  They will explore catholic practises including the importance of prayer, rites of passage such as funerals and ,marriage and pilgrimage.  

Half Term 1:  Sanctity of Life 

 

All pupils will know:  

The Christian doctrine that all life is sacred.  

They will explore Biblical quotes regarding the 

Sanctity of Life. 

Examine the legal stance on abortion. 

Prolife and prochoice arguments towards 

abortion and the Catholic viewpoint.  

The issue of euthanasia considering different 

types of euthanasia.  

Differing viewpoints on the issue and 

understanding the Catholic stance on the issue. 

The hospice movement. 

 

All pupils will be assessed by: 

Knowledge recall quizzes - every two weeks. 

Baseline assessment. 

 

Impact- Why do we teach this? 

To acquire skills to prepare them for further 

Religious study e.g., the study of sanctity of life for 

Catholics and Jews at GCSE. 

 

Subject specific skills 

being developed: 

● Bible 

navigation 

skills. 

● Evaluation  

Half Term 2: Sikhism 

 

All pupils will know:  

When, how and why Sikhism started. Reference to Guru 

Nanak.  

What Sikhs believe about God. 

The idea of equality and service in Sikhism with reference to 

the langar.  

The importance of the Gurus and especially the Guru 

Granth Sahib and its place in worship. 

The key features and uses of the Gurdwara. 

How Sikhs show commitment in the Amrit ceremony and 

the importance of the 5 Ks including the formation of the 

khalsa and Guru Gobind Singh.  

The festival of Vaisakhi and the links with the 5ks.  

What Sikhs believe happens when they die. 

 

All pupils will be assessed: 

Knowledge recall quizzes – every two weeks 

 

 

 

 

Impact - Why do we teach this? 

To develop knowledge and understanding of one of the six 

great religions.  To encourage empathy to other cultures 

and faiths, instil tolerance and celebrate diversity. 

 

 

Subject specific skills 

being developed: 

● Scripture 

navigation 

● Evaluation 

● Appraisal 

● Identification of 

common faith 

beliefs 

Half Term 3:  Conscience 

 

All pupils will know: 

The Christian teaching surrounding the human conscience, 

its origins in Greek Philosophy and application in our world 

today.  They will apply the notion to modern dilemmas and 

evaluate the arguments from “nature or nurture” viewpoints. 

  

All pupils will be assessed: 

Knowledge recall quizzes – every two weeks 

 

 

 

Impact - Why do we teach this? 

Pupils will apply their gained understanding of ethical 

reasoning to their own lives now and in the future.  They will 

reflect upon numerous dilemmas and the possible 

outcomes affecting both their own lives, their peers and 

wider society.  This will also support the sanctity of life topic 

for Jews and Catholics at GCSE.  

Subject specific skills 

being developed: 

• Empathy 

● Compassion 

● Understanding  

Reading Skills needed 

for this unit: 

Knowledge retrieval 

Skim/scan 

Interpreting ancient 

writing 

Interpreting different 

accounts 

 

Key Vocabulary:  

Abortion 

Euthanasia 

Pro Life/choice 

 

 

Reading Skills needed for 

this unit: 

Knowledge retrieval 

Skim/scan 

Interpreting ancient 

writing 

Interpreting different 

accounts 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

Gurus, Singh. Kaur, 

Punjab, Vaisaki, Langar 

Theist, Agnostic, Atheist 

Reading Skills needed 

for this unit: 

Comprehension 

Skim/scan 

 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

St Newman, moral, 

nonmoral dilemmas, 

ethical thinking, atheist, 

theist 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● English 

● Science 

● PSHE 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● English 

● History 

● PSHE  

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● Social sciences 

● PSHE 

Half Term 4: Christian Vocation 

 

All pupils will know: 

Christian idea of vocation and discernment. 

How Christians have different types of vocations: 

Laity, Ordained, Religious. 

The importance of lay vocations.  

Understand the importance of the vocation of: 

- Marriage 

- Holy Orders 

- Religious Life 

 

 

All pupils will be assessed: 

Knowledge recall quizzes – every two weeks 

End of unit topic test 

 

 

Subject specific skills 

being developed:  

● Interpretation 

● Evaluation  

● Analysis  

● Appraisal  

Half Term 5: Prophetic Life of the Church 

 

All pupils will know: 

The notion of prophet in a biblical and modern-day 

context. 

The life and works of Martin Luther king. 

The Civil Rights movement of the late 20c.  

The influence of the life and works of Oscar Romero. 

Social media and its influence on modern day prophets.  

 

All pupils will be assessed 

Knowledge recall quizzes – every two weeks 

 

 

Impact - Why do we teach this? 

To allow pupils to reflect upon the notion of both biblical 

and non-religious prophets of our time.  To encourage 

pupils to discern true prophecy for the good of mankind in 

Subject specific skills 

being developed: 

● Interpretation 

● Evaluation  

● Analysis  

● Appraisal 

● Diary writing 

Half Term 6:  GCSE Catholic Practises  

 

All pupils will know:  

The Trinity: the nature and significance of the Trinity as 

expressed in the Nicene Creed. 

Creation: the nature and significance of the biblical 

account of Creation, including  

Genesis 1–3; and how it may be understood in divergent 

ways in Christianity. 

The Incarnation. 

The events in the Paschal Mystery. 

The significance of the life, death, resurrection and 

ascension of Jesus for Catholics. 

Catholic beliefs about eschatology. 

 

All pupils will be assessed: 

Exam style questions. 

An end of year assessment 

Subject specific skills 

being developed:  

● Interpretation 

● Comparison 

● Evaluation 

  

Reading Skills needed 

for this unit: 

Knowledge retrieval 

Skim/scan 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

Parable, moral, 

metaphor, literal, 

analogy, Catholic 

Reading Skills needed for 

this unit: 

Knowledge retrieval 

Skim/scan 

 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

Prophetic voice, MLK, 

Oscar Romero, Civil 

Rights, religious freedom, 

Reading Skills needed 

for this unit: 

Knowledge retrieval 

Skim/scan 

 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

Trinity, creed, creatin, 

Imago Dei, paschal 
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Impact - Why do we teach this? 

To develop a sense of discernment amongst the 

pupils when pondering life decisions.  On an 

immediate level this supports the pupils when 

considering GCSE options and possible career 

paths and allows them to consider either a 

religious or secular career path.  

 

 

 

Social Teaching, 

miracle.   

a religious context and distinguish this from radical 

indoctrination/extremism.  

tolerance, respect, 

indoctrination, extremism. 

 

 

 

Impact- Why do we teach this? 

To demonstrate knowledge and understanding of key 

sources of wisdom and authority associated with Catholic 

Practises.   

To understand the influence of Catholicism on individuals, 

communities and societies and to appreciate the common 

and divergent views within other Christian denominations.  

To enable pupils to construct well-informed and balanced 

arguments on matters concerned with religious  

beliefs and values. 

mystery, incarnation, 

escatology 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● English 

● PSHE 

 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● English 

● History 

● PSHE 

 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● Humanities 

subjects 

● PSHE 

Ensuring this curriculum meets the needs of all pupils: this curriculum has been designed to ensure pupils from all starting points will develop the key curriculum skills and knowledge identified. The curriculum design ensures that each unit forms part of the overall learning journey and there are 

opportunities for revisiting skills and linking together key pieces of knowledge. Whole Academy policies and practices are followed to tailor the delivery of the curriculum for individuals and groups of students. For example SEND students have individual learning profiles that outline 

needs/strategies to be used, Whole group T&L priorities are in place to identify key teaching strategies that will be used with individual teaching groups. Ongoing formative assessment allow individual staff and departments to identify misconception and adjust curriculum appropriately.    

Enrichment opportunities:  

● Site visits/trips – Churches, Sikh temples 

● Visit to the Chapel  

Career opportunities/ links: Medical/ legal profession  

 


