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Headteacher’s Welcome
Welcome to St Peter's Catholic School

Welcome to St Peter’s Catholic School. We are a
school intent on securing the very best in whole
life learning for every child.
We ask the question, “Are our pupils getting the
best experience we can give them?” As a Catholic
School, we are committed to our Gospel Values,
which are evident in all we do, to achieve both academic and pastoral excellence.
I am fortunate and privileged to be the
Headteacher here at St Peter’s with a staff dedicated to working towards aspirational academic
achievements for everyone, ensuring positive
outcomes for all our pupils.
Mrs M. E. Murphy
Headteacher
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Our School Mission
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School uniform
Pupils are ambassadors of the school and are expected to dress and behave
in a way that reflects the standards we seek to achieve. The uniform should
be smart and worn in a way that is appropriate for an environment dedicated
to work and learning. All items should be clearly marked.
Blazer
Pullover

Black blazer with School badge
Grey V-neck school pullover – School trim optional.

Shirt

Winter
Summer

Trousers
Skirt
Tie

white conventional style shirt with top button
and collar to take a tie
short-sleeved pale blue blouse/shirt with
school badge on pocket may be worn.

Plain, dark grey – only available from school suppliers (jeans are
not permitted).
Pleated skirt of approximately knee length with school logo
which must be purchased from one of our approved suppliers.
School tie to be neatly knotted at neck over top button and with
7 stripes of 1 colour showing/clip-on tie.

Shoes

All black sensible and serviceable school leather shoes providing protection in workshops and practical lessons. No boots,
trainers or canvas plimsolls. Shoes cannot have a brand name
or logo e.g. Nike.

Socks

Plain opaque black tights or black, grey or white ankle socks.
Over the knee socks and knee high socks are not permitted.
Outer coats should be plain dark coat without motifs or logos in
a style suitable for school. Hooded sweatshirts are not to be
worn.
School colours or plain dark colour

Coat

Scarf
Bag
Jewellery

A strong rucksack or holdall. A separate bag may be required
for Physical Education equipment.
No jewellery or other piercings are permitted.

Hair

Hair should be of a reasonable length and style (not below
“number 1”). Severe or cult styles are not permitted.

Make-up

Make up is not acceptable in KS3 and should be discreet in KS4.
Nail varnish/false nails and fake tan are not permitted.
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School uniform
Our uniform is available from:

EARLY YEARS
407 – 411 Stratford
Road
Shirley
Solihull
B90 4AA
0121 733 1456

CLIVE MARK
SCHOOLWEAR
2286 Coventry
Road
Sheldon
Birmingham
B26 3JR
0121 722 2286

MIDLAND
SCHOOLWEAR
1160 Warwick
Roadd
Acocks Green
Birmingham
B27 6BP
0121 707 2033

CONCEPT
SCHOOLWEAR
1556 Stratford Road
Hall Green
Birmingham
B28 9HA
0121 439 6120
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PE Kit
Our PE is available from our uniform suppliers:
Navy blue quarter zip top with school badge (optional)
Blue Sports t-shirt with school badge
Navy blue shorts with school badge or
Tracksuit bottoms with school badge or

Skort with school badge or
Navy Leggings with school badge
Navy blue socks with white trim
Trainers

Football boots
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Catholic Pupil Profile Values
As Catholics ,we desire to follow the teachings of the Gospel revealed through
the Church. We look to scripture for revelation from God which will guide us in
the way he wants us to live. In the Gospels and our Church tradition, we find the
person of Jesus, through his teachings and interactions with people, showing us
the way to live our lives. The Beatitudes (Matthew 5) encapsulate the values we

want to live by and that we would want to nurture and develop in the children in
our care: Faithfulness & Integrity, Dignity & Compassion, Humility & Gentleness,
Truth & Justice, Forgiveness & Mercy, Purity & Holiness, Tolerance & Peace and
Service & Sacrifice.

Autumn Term 1

Autumn Term 2

Catholic Pupil Profile
Focus

Attentive and Discerning

Faith-Filled and Hopeful

Definition

Attentive to their experi-

Faith—filled in their beliefs
ence and to their vocation; and hopeful for the future.
and discerning about the
choices they make and the
effects of those choices.

Form Time Focus

Being organised

Being aspirational

Making the right choices

Having a positive outlook

Understanding the impact
of our actions.

Ambition

Listening skills

What to do when things go
wrong

Thinking ahead
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Catholic Pupil Profile Values

Catholic Pupil
Profile Focus
Definition

Spring Term 1

Spring Term 2

Intentional & Prophetic

Compassionate & Loving

Intentional in the way they live and

Compassionate towards others,

use the resources of the earth, guid- near and far, especially the less
ed by conscience; and prophetic in

fortunate; and loving by their

the example they set to others.

just actions and forgiving words.

Form Time

Having a plan

Being kind

Focus

Being resilient

Being considerate

Not wasting time

Helping others

Coping with change

Having empathy

Knowing right from wrong

Getting along

Being self aware

Forgiveness
Not holding a grudge
It’s not their fault
Challenging racism and discrimination

Catholic Pupil
Profile Focus

Summer Term 1

Summer Term 2

Learned & Wise

Curious & Active

Definition

Learned, finding God in all things;
and wise in the ways they use their
learning for the common good.

Curious about everything; and
active in their engagement with
the world, changing what they
can for the better.

Form Time
Focus

Study Skills

Using your initiative

How to learn

Communication

Importance of life-long learning

Getting involved

How to ask for help

Small talk
Leadership
Being active
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The St Peter’s Learner
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School Rules
Rules in the classroom
•

Be punctual and ready to learn.

•

Be correctly dressed and equipped.

•

Listen carefully and follow instructions.

•

Do your work and let others do theirs.

•

Treat each other well; no bullying or unkindness

•

Do your best.

Rules around school
•

Follow instructions from any member of staff.

•

Walk quietly around the School building.

•

Be at the right place, on time.

•

Put litter in bins, look after property – no graffiti.

•

Call people by their preferred name.

•

Develop a Christian community through respect for others.

Other key rules and values
•

Treat anyone with respect and dignity

•

Show good manners to all members of the community.

•

On school days, wear the school uniform with pride.

•

Respect property and the environment – place litter in bins.

•

Report any wrong doing.
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Home School Agreement
St Peter’s is proud of the relationship it has fostered with parents. The
School is at its most effective when parents and school staff work together in
a genuine partnership. To ensure the smooth running of the school and to
facilitate excellent teaching and learning, it is essential all parents and pupils
are very clear of the rules and regulations of the school. After reading the
ten regulations, parents and pupils should indicate their agreement by signing and dating the form at the end.

It is important we protect your child’s interests, respect your wishes and
comply with the Data Protection law. We wish to seek consent from you for
certain uses of your child’s information; we ask you to please read the section on consent and complete the enclosed consent form.
For further information about how we use your information, please refer to
the School’s Fair Processing Notice/Privacy Notice on https://www.stpeters.solihull.sch.uk/Data-Protection/ or contact the school’s DPO by emailing the main school office: office@st-peters.solihull.sch.uk
Parents are encouraged to stay in communication with school by checking
their Parental Portal regularly. This contains information on their child’s attendance, punctuality, behaviour and timetable amongst many other pieces
of information. Parents should read the school newsletter and check regularly
for emails that relate to their child. Should a parent have a question or query,
they should contact the school and ask to speak to their child’s Form Tutor, in
the first instance. Due to teaching commitments of all staff, parents are reminder that it may be up to 48 hours before a call can be returned, but we
will always do this as soon as we can. The range of other support available is
detailed in the school liaison journal. This should be signed by a parent each
week and can also be used to pass information between parents and form
teachers and other members of staff.
1. Conduct
A high standard of conduct, both inside and outside the School, is expected
from all pupils. All members of the school community are expected to try
their best and treat others with kindness upholding the Catholic values of
the school. The Catholic Pupil Profile is used as a guide in terms of conduct
and every pupil should try to display these values.
2. Uniform
Every pupil is expected to wear School uniform, a list of which is given to all
new parents. Parental co-operation is sought in ensuring that this rule is
kept, and that pupils of St. Peter’s look both neat and tidy. Details about
make-up, hair and jewellery are available on the website and in the School
Liaison Journal. All articles of clothing, including sports kit, must be marked
clearly with the owner’s name.
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Home School Agreement
3. Curriculum
All pupils will take part in the whole School curriculum, unless excused by a doctor’s note. Occasional requests to be excused from Physical Education sessions,
swimming, sports activities or aspects of RSE should be made in writing by parents. The School expects all pupils to complete homework, as set by their teachers. In all aspects of work we ask pupils to ASPIRE to do their absolute best and
push themselves to achieve more. Our ASPIRE values are used to support this.
4. School Day
The school site will be open from 8.00am should pupils wish to attend the
breakfast club (this will be by invitation only) or supervised study room. However, outside of these areas, the school cannot be held responsible for pupils on
site before 8.30am.
All pupils are expected to be on site by 8.40am and in their classrooms or Assembly Hall by 8.45am ready to learn.
All pupils should have vacated the site by 3.15pm at the latest, unless they are
supervised by a teacher in an arranged activity like a revision class, a sporting
activity or detention. It is also expected that pupils will travel directly home at
the conclusion of the school day and not congregate in local parks or shopping
areas.
5. Parental Contribution
All parents are asked to make a contribution to the School Fund which provides
many items of a spiritual, educational and recreational nature, not normally
available through official channels. Full details of how to contribute on Parent
Pay will be given separately.
6. Attendance
Pupils must attend school every day where this is possible, and absence should
occur rarely. The school aims for all pupils to be in every day and is obliged to
take action where absence becomes a cause of concern. Parents should report a
child’s absence from School by telephone or email on the first and each day of
absence. Parents are asked to note that good attendance is a pre-requisite for
educational progress. Attendance records are checked regularly by the Lead Tutor and the Education Welfare Officer. From September 2013, it is no longer lawful for pupils to be granted holidays from during school term time, and therefore, the Headteacher will not be able to give you permission. In very rare circumstances, the Headteacher can consider requests made by parents in advance
for a leave of absence from school for pupils, due to exceptional circumstances,
which would not usually include holidays. Should you believe that your request
may fall into this very rare category of ‘exceptional circumstances’, then you will
need to make a written request for leave of absence to the Headteacher.
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Home School Agreement
7. Meals
The School has a biometric cashless system for catering services which identifies users via their fingerprints. Payments are made via Parentpay into pupil’s individual accounts. Cash is not accepted in school. Pupils are not allowed off site during the school day, including lunch and break times.
8. Sanctions
School staff are able to give a range of detentions to support the teaching and
learning and ensure a safe and orderly school. Detentions can range in length
from 20 minutes to 60 minutes, depending on which school rule was broken
and the severity of the offence. Most detentions will be set after school and
parents will be notified by email the day preceding the detention. This purpose of this communication is for information and permission does not need
to be sought. Where a pupil disrupts the learning of others in class, a very
clear but strict line is taken: after an initial warning and formal warning, they
will be removed from the lesson in order to allow learning to continue. Should
a pupil be removed, he/she will be issued with a detention of 45 minutes that
same day and parents will be informed by text message before the end of the
day. Lead Tutors monitor the detentions throughout their year group and, if
necessary, take further action if pupils are experiences difficulties in a range
of subjects. All detentions set are compulsory and there are no exceptions.
We ask parents to support the school with this and ensure that children do
attend detentions if and when they are issued. Failure to attend a detention
will result in a detention with senior staff on a Friday for one hour. In serious
instances, a pupil could be internally or externally excluded and parental support is required in such circumstances.
9. Property
Any loss or damage to School property, including broken windows, must be
reported to the Deputy Headteacher. Parents will be charged for any damage
that their child is responsible for.
10. Technology
We ask parents to support various codes of conduct including our policies on
the proper use of mobile phones and other forms of technology which can be
found in the school liaison journal. Mobiles phones are not permitted to be
seen in school. If they are seen, they are confiscated. On the first confiscation
the phone will be returned to the pupil at the end of the day, but should they
have their phone confiscated more than once, a parent is required to collect
the phone. Parents are asked to regularly check their child’s phone and its
contents to ensure no inappropriate use.
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Medication and Drugs
Medication
We are in a fortunate position to have a school nurse on site every day between
9.00am —3.00pm (apart from Wednesdays). Nurse Kerrie can be contacted of
you wish to discuss your child’s medical condition or medical history.
If your child has a care plan you should provide school with a copy before their
first day at school. Spare supplies of any medication named on the care plan
must be provided to the school nurse. The medication should be in the original
packaging with the pharmacy label intact. This includes Anti-histamine medication.
Severe allergies: Please note pupils should carry their own Adrenaline pens x2
(Epipen, Jext or Emerade) with them at all times and a spare should be kept in
the nurse’s office.
Prescribed medication can be stored in school for children with medical conditions who do not have a care plan. Please contact the school nurse to make arrangements for storing medication and submit a consent form: https://
forms.office.com/r/Xfi6RtZAcz
Over the counter medication can be stored in school for some pupils strictly by
prior arrangement with the school nurse and following submission of the overthe –counter medication consent form: https://forms.office.com/r/8CXa5KgAEi
Asthma: pupils must carry a labelled, working and in date reliever inhaler at all
times.
Drugs
Pupils are not permitted to bring to school:
•

Cigarettes or smoking related items such as tobacco, cigarette papers, ecigarettes or lighters.

•

Any controlled drug e.g. cannabis

An authorised member of staff, in the presence of a witness, may search a pupil
in accordance with the Behaviour policy of the school if he or she suspects that
the pupil has smoking related items or illegal drugs or alcohol.
Every pupil must be aware that if he/she brings illegal drugs onto the school
premises or appears to be under the influence of such drugs, their future at St
Peter’s will be under threat. The senior leadership team reserve the right to
judge whether a pupil is under the influence.
For further information about searching pupils please see the school Behaviour
Policy on the School Policies Documents section of the website: School Policies St Peter's Catholic School In Solihull (st-peters.solihull.sch.uk)
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Bullying
‘Love one another as I have loved you’ John 13:34
Our pupils are expected to ‘treat each other well’. It is the responsibility of
everyone in the school community to promote these ideals and to be vigilant
in preventing all forms of bullying.
The following is an extract from our policy around Bullying, a version in full is
available on our website.
BULLYING is:
Deliberately hurtful behaviour
Repeated often over a period of time
Involves a power imbalance between the two parties that results in a situation
where someone feels hurt, threatened or frightened
The main types of bullying are:
PHYSICAL hitting, kicking, taking belongings. Any form of physical intimidation
or assault.
VERBAL harassment or insults with regard to personal attributes including
disability, race, religion, gender and sexual orientation (LGBT)
INDIRECT spreading rumours about someone or excluding someone from social groups or sending insulting text messages/social networking sites
CYBERBULLYING
Cyber bullying (also called 'online bullying') is when a person or a group of
people uses the internet, email, online games or any other kind of digital technology to threaten, tease, upset or humiliate someone else.
Please see the school website for the school safeguarding, bullying and
behaviour policies. .
The Behaviour and Anti-bullying Lead is Mr Williams.
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Home—School Communication
How we Communicate with parents.
We believe that clear, open communication between the school and parents
has a positive impact on pupils’ learning because it does the following:
Gives parents the information they need to support their child’s education.
Helps the school improve, through feedback and consultation with parents.
To help parents/carers reach the member of school staff who is best placed
to address their specific query or concern so they can get a response as
quickly as possible. In the following sections, we will use ‘parents’ to refer to
both parents and carers. The sections below explain how we keep parents upto-date with their child’s education and what is happening in school. Parents
should monitor all of the following regularly to make sure they do not miss
important communications or announcements that may affect their child.
We ask parents to provide us with a contact email address
Email
We use email to keep parents informed about the following:
Upcoming school events
Scheduled school closures (for example, for staff training days)
School surveys or consultations
Class activities or teacher requests
Newsletter
Text messages
We will text parents about:
Attendance
Payments
Short-notice changes to the school day
Emergency school closures (for instance, due to bad weather)
Minor first aid incidents
School calendar

Our school website and our newsletter include a school calendar for the full
school year.
Events or special occasions will be included in the school calendar: https://
www.st-peters.solihull.sch.uk/events/
There is also a list or term dates: https://www.st-peters.solihull.sch.uk/termdates/
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Home—School Communication
Phone calls
School encourages staff to call parents regularly to discuss pupils’ performance (both positive and negative).
Parents will be called if their child is unwell or injured. We will call according
to the priority contacts provided by parents and/or the previous school.
Letters

We send the following letters home regularly; the majority of letters will be
sent by email:
Letters about trips and visits
Consent forms
Class or group changes
Behaviour Sanctions
Praise postcards
Attendance
Newsletter
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Home—School Communication
How parents and carers can communicate with school
Please use the list in appendix 1 to identify the most appropriate person to
contact about a query or issue, including the school office number and email
address.
Email

Parents should always email the school office, or the appropriate member of
staff, about non-urgent issues in the first instance.
We aim to acknowledge all emails within two working days, and to respond in
full (or arrange a meeting or phone call if appropriate) within five working
days.
If a query or concern is urgent, and you need a response sooner than this,
please call the school.
We recommend you book appointments to discuss:
Any concerns you may have about your child’s learning
Updates related to pastoral support, your child’s home environment, or
their wellbeing

Phone calls
If you need to speak to a specific member of staff about a non-urgent matter, please email the school office and the relevant member of staff will contact you within two working days.
If this is not possible (due to teaching or other commitments), someone will
get in touch with you to schedule a phone call at a convenient time. We aim to
make sure you have spoken to the appropriate member of staff within five
days of your request.
If your issue is urgent, please call the school office.
Urgent issues might include things like:
Family emergencies
Safeguarding or welfare issues including allegations of bullying or
school refusal
For more general enquiries, please call the school office.
Meetings
Meetings are held by prior arrangement and parents/ carers should not turn
up to school without an appointment. If you would like to schedule a meeting
with a member of staff, please email the school office or call the school to
book an appointment.
We try to schedule all meetings within ten working days of the request.
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Home—School Communication
School address

St Peter’s Catholic School
Whitefields Road
Solihull
West Midlands
B91 3NZ

School telephone number

0121 705 3988

Email

office@st-peters.solihull.sch.uk

Notification of pupil absence

0121 705 3988 and select option 1

Website and social media

We keep parents informed of general
school information and about what
has been happening in school via our
website www.st-peters.solihull.sch.uk
and Twitter @st.peterssch

Parent portal

The parent portal provides a range of
information about your child. You can
find details such as :
•

attendance,

•

reports,

•

sanctions,

•

timetable.

You can also use the portal to send us
your updated contact details and to
report absences.
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Home—School Communication
All the teachers at St Peter’s are looking forward to welcoming you. Here are
some key members of staff with responsibility for Year 7:
Mr Williams is an Assistant Headteacher. He oversees
the process of pupil’s transition from their primary
school to St Peter’s. He also has responsibility for
Behaviour and Pastoral support in school and he
teaches History.

Miss Hall is the Lead Tutor for Year 7. She also oversees the process of pupil’s transition from their primary school to St Peter’s. She has responsibility for
Year 7 throughout their first year here with us at St
Peter’s and she teaches Sociology and Criminology.

Form Groups
You will be placed in one of the following form tutor groups:
7 Matthew

Mr S Carey

7 Mark

Mr M Turner

7 Luke

Mr S Manji

7 John

Miss A Lucas & Miss H Clements

7 Paul

Miss C Sall

7 Andrew

Mrs S Patrick & Mrs K Prior

7 Thomas

Miss F Sudworth

7 Simon Peter

Ms C Armstrong
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10 Questions frequently asked by parents
1. Will my child be in a class or Tutor Group with pupils from their
primary school?
At St Peter’s, we try to mix pupils from a variety of ‘feeder’ or ‘partner’
schools whilst ensuring that there is another pupil from the same primary
school within the tutor group. We do not guarantee that children will be in
the same tutor group as their friends.
2. Are classes set according to ability?
For the first half term all Year 7 pupils will be taught in mixed ability sets for
all subjects. After initial assessments, pupils will be set by ability in English,
Maths, Science, History, Geography and RE.
3. What information will St Peter’s have about my child?
A significant amount of detailed information about their strengths and areas
for development; Teacher Assessments, together with a personal profile to
which your child will have almost certainly contributed. Mr Williams or Miss
Hall had a virtual meeting with all primary schools and met nearly every pupil coming to us. All this is not to say that pupils in need of a fresh start
won’t get one; it’s in the school’s interests as much as yours to ensure that
our pupils succeed.
4. How will I know how well my child is doing?
There will be a Year 7 Parents Evening in October where you can meet your
child’s Form Tutor to discuss your child’s progress and how they have settled
in. Regular monitoring of your child’s Student Liaison Journal will also give an
indication of your child’s progress and you can track attendance, punctuality
and behaviour on our Insight system. Moreover, you will be invited to attend
an Aspire Evening and a further Parents’ Evening later in the academic year.

5. What exams will my child have to do in Year 7?
We will be conducting baseline tests early in the academic year and internal
assessments will be taken in every subject throughout the year. There will
also be frequent opportunities for self and peer assessment. There will be a
Year 7 end of year exam period lasting about three weeks for all subjects
around May.
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10 Questions frequently asked by parents
6. How much help should I give with homework?
As a rule, teachers expect pupils to ‘have a go’ and will prefer a fair effort,
with mistakes, rather than a perfect piece of work that has been done by a
parent. After all, teachers need to know what pupils haven’t fully grasped in
order to fill in these gaps in later lessons. By all means help your child complete his/her homework but do avoid doing it for them. A note to the teacher explaining the difficulty is always appreciated and may avoid the same
problem in future. Remind your child to ask for help if he or she does not
understand a piece of homework.
7. How will I find out about the school’s policy on discipline and school
rules?
School and classroom rules are laid out in the Student Liaison Journal. The
school’s behaviour policy is available for all on the school website: www.stpeters.solihull.sch.uk
8. Does bullying occur at St. Peter’s?
Our Catholic ethos and values teach and model how we should treat others
and this is part of the fabric of our pastoral and academic curriculum. We
are proud to say that children do treat each other well, especially those
most in need. Whilst rare at our school, bullying may occur and we have an
effective policy for dealing with it. If you suspect that your child is a victim
please encourage them to speak to their Form Tutor (or any other teacher if
they prefer) immediately so that their concerns can be addressed. Our experience is that while bullying is rare, friends will and do fall out and social
media can cause friendship issues to escalate. We ask parents to support us
in committing to key principles set out in our Social Media and Mobile Phone
commitment.
9. What is the school policy on mobile phones?
Pupils are allowed to have their mobile phone with them, as we realise this
is useful for pupils who travel to and from school independently. However,
when pupils are on the school site, mobile phones must be switched off and
out of sight at all times. Any mobile phone seen, used or heard in school will
be confiscated. If this confiscation is the first time it will be returned to the
pupil at the end of the day. If it is a subsequent confiscation, the phone will
only be returned to a parent. If a pupil needs to contact home they can use
the school office phone. Equally, we ask parents to contact the office if you
have an urgent message for your child.
10. Who should I contact if problems arise?
Your first point of contact will be your child’s form tutor, who sees your child
every day and has a pastoral responsibility for their welfare. Most problems
can be resolved at this early stage, but if a matter is felt to be particularly
complex or sensitive, the Lead Tutor should be able to help you. Some matters relating to a specific subject may be referred to a subject teacher or
Subject Leader.
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Questions frequently asked by pupils
Will I need my PE kit on the first day?
No, pupils should not bring their PE kit on their first day. They will know
when to bring it when they receive their timetable.
What other equipment will I need to bring on my first day?

Pupils should bring a pencil case, a black and green pen, pencil, rubber and
ruler.
When will I receive my timetable?
Timetables are distributed during form time on their first day.
What do I do if I get lost?
Don’t panic! Ask for help. There are lots of helpful and supportive staff and
pupils. All our pupils, and staff!, remember what it felt like on their first day
and will be happy to direct you or escort you to where you should be. Some
teachers even remember their first day at secondary school! You won’t get
into trouble during the first week. We understand that St Peter’s seems
large, unfamiliar and different to your primary school. Rest assured, you will
very quickly learn your way around and feel at home here.
School lunches:
Where do I go?
To the canteen, you will be shown how to get there.
How do I pay for my food?
St Peter’s is a cashless school. You pay for your meals
with your finger print at the canteen till. Your finger
print will be recorded on your first day and it is linked
to your Parent Pay account which your parents or carers can add funds to. You are not expected to have
funds on your Parent Pay account straight away so
please do not worry about this. Your parents can contact our friendly Finance team if they have queries
about Parent Pay.
Can I bring my own food?
Yes, you can bring a packed lunch.
What are the menus like?
There is a varied menu each day. There will be a choice
of hot and cold food.
24

Questions frequently asked by pupils
Sample Menu
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Briars Retreat

The RE Department are hoping to organise a weekend religious retreat for pupils in
Year 7 at The Briars, a Diocesan Retreat Centre based in Matlock, Derbyshire. This
will be similar to a retreat that some of the children may have experienced at Alton
Castle in Years 5 and 6 and will help the children reflect upon their first half term in
their new school. It will hopefully take place during the Autumn term of 2021.
The cost of this residential retreat will be £140 and this includes full board and
transport to and from the retreat centre in the Peak District. An initial deposit of
£40 per pupil is required and the balance of £100 will be paid using ParentPay later
on this year.
It will be a wonderful experience for the children and if you wish your son or daughter to be involved please pay the deposit of £40, via ParentPay system as soon as
possible.
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Year 7 Mass
Parents are warmly invited to come to the
New Year 7s Mass
We will be welcoming them to our school on their first day and we

would be delighted if you could also attend. Please note, depending
on Government guidance in September Mass may be online , a link
will be sent in advance.

Monday 6th September 2021
2.15—3.00 p.m.

St Peter’s Catholic School in the Sports Hall
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Pupil Fund
We strive for excellence in all that we do at St Peter’s School and we are very
proud that Ofsted has rated us as outstanding in all categories. We also
recognise that this could not have been achieved without the continued support of parents and the community.

However, the school’s achievement has to be seen against a back-drop of
ever tightening school budgets that allows for no flexibility towards spending
outside of clearly defined educational needs.
It is with this in mind that we would like to remind parents of the Pupil Fund,
which is funded from contributions from parents and used exclusively for the
benefit of pupils, to support them in activities or other purchases that otherwise could not be undertaken. For example,the fund has recently supported
the cost of the two new minibuses we use to transport pupils to a host of
events and this year we are undertaking a number of building projects

throughout school.
The Governors are therefore asking for your support and participation in the
Fund by either making a donation of £20.00 per term, £5 per month or a oneoff payment of £60 directly through ParentPay, or by setting up a standing order with your bank stating your child’s name and date of birth as a reference.
The school bank account details are:

Lloyds Bank
Sort Code: 30-97-78

Account No: 73292468

Your participation would not only be greatly appreciated but will go a long
way in helping us to ensure that the school is able to support and enrich our
pupils in activities or purchases that otherwise would not be available.
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Free School Meals
Entitlement for Free School Meals
You may be eligible for Free School Meals if you receive a qualifying benefit:
•

Universal Credit - your household earned annual income must be less than
£7,400 after tax and not including any benefits

•

Income Support

•

Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance

•

Income-related Employment and Support Allowance

•

Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999

•

The guarantee element of Pension Credit

•

Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and
have an annual gross income of no more than £16,190)

•

Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for four weeks after you stop qualifying for
Working Tax Credit

Once the roll out of Universal Credit is completed in March 2023 anyone who no
longer meets the eligibility criteria will continue to receive Free School Meals until
the end of their current phase of education (i.e. primary or secondary).
During the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak, the government are temporarily extending Free School Meal eligibility to include some children of groups who have no
recourse to public funds (NRPF).
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Free School Meals
Applying for Free School Meals
You can register/apply online for your universal infant free school meal / free school
meal by using the Parent Portal which is part of the existing school admissions
online system. Re-visit your account at www.solihull.gov.uk/fsm and after logging on,
click on the free school meal button where you are required to provide three pieces
of additional information.
The first screen will show your name and address (this can be changed) and your
child/children’s details. If you have to add another child click on the add child button
and after adding the name click again on the free school meal/universal infant meal
button and you will see the screen where you add your additional details name,
date of birth, national insurance number. Once completed press submit to send the
application and if it has gone through you will receive an email confirming that your
application has been sent. Applications are normally processed within five working
days but at busy times this may take a little longer. If you do not have an account
you can create a new one by clicking on register in the top left corner of the screen

and you will then be able to make an application.
Please ensure applications are submitted by 21st July 2021 where possible as this
will enable the Solihull MBC Free School Meal Team to process applications prior to
the start of the autumn term in September. If you are unable to apply by that date
you will still be able to apply online but please note applications are processed on a
first come first served basis.
Further information and a link to the online Parent Portal can be found on the Solihull MBC website www.solihull.gov.uk/fsm
Please Note: If you already receive free school meals for your children and there
are no changes to your details there is no requirement to re-apply as your free
meal entitlement will transfer to your child’s new school as long as the previous
school was a Solihull School.

If your child’s previous school was not a Solihull School you will have to make an
application to this local authority as your entitlement will not transfer.
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Free School Meals
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Free School Meals
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Free School Meals

33

Music Tuition
Solihull Music Service come into school to provide outstanding music tuition
to pupils.
Lessons will be offered on the following instruments:
The following lessons are available:

Strings
Guitar
Bass Guitar
Violin
Viola
Cello
Double Bass
Ukulele
Brass
Cornet
Trombone
Tenor horn
Euphonium
Tuba
French horn

Woodwind
Flute
Clarinet
Saxophone
Bassoon
Oboe
Keyboard & Percussion
Piano
Keyboard
Drum kit
Orchestral percussion
Vocal
Vocal lessons

Group lesson £7.40 per lesson (2 pupils in 20 min / 3-4 pupils in 30 min)
Individual 30 minute lesson £19.80 per lesson
Planning and decisions on group size and lesson length are made by Solihull
Music staff in partnership with the pupil and parent. All group sizes and lesson lengths are based on recognised educational principles and effective progress, taking into consideration the learning needs of individual pupils and
their progress, achievement and their choice of instrument/s.
Solihull Music Service will deliver 33 lessons over 38 weeks of the academic
year with all lessons billed directly to parents a term in arrears by Solihull
MBC.
For any further information or to apply for your child to receive instrumental
lessons from, please follow the link below. Once parents have applied for lessons they will be contacted by SMS to confirm their application has been received.
https://solihullmusicservice.com/lesson-application-form/
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Music Tuition
Terms and Conditions – SMS Instrumental lessons
A) Instrumental lessons will be taught by staff employed by Solihull Music Service and delivered in term time with 33 lessons offered across the academic
year of 38 weeks.
B) The provision of these lessons is subject to demand and availability of Music
Service staff and available accommodation at the school/centre.
C) Invoices requesting payment will be sent a term in arrears and calculated on
the number of lessons delivered each academic term. Parents can choose to
pay either by direct debit or through e-payments on the council website. Charges for all music lessons are reviewed by the SMBC annually in April each year.
D) Credits are not normally given for lessons missed by pupils. However, in the
case of notification of long-term illness (accompanied by a doctor’s note), or prior notice in writing of unavoidable or compulsory school events, consideration
may be given. Please submit any requests you wish to be considered in advance
by email t.
E) Withdrawal Process - Please note that half-a-term’s notice of withdrawal
from lessons must be given in writing to Solihull Music Service via email to messages@solmus.solgrid.org.uk .If such notice is not received, half a term’s fees
will be charged in lieu.
F) In a small number of cases a pupil may withdraw from a shared or group lesson which can result in the lesson type becoming unfeasible. In this case Solihull
Music Service will contact parent/guardians to offer an alternative lesson type
giving pupils half a term’s notice of any change.
G) Families receiving Free School Meals and Looked After Children may qualify for
free lessons and free instrumental hire. For further information please email
edfreesm@solihull.gov.uk
H) If parents / caregivers are struggling to fund instrumental lessons for their
child, they should approach the school who may be able to help in certain circumstances.
i) All music must be paid for by the pupil.
J) Hire of instruments - Parents wishing to hire an instrument for lessons at £15
per term payable in advance, may contact the Music Service directly. Please
note that not all instruments are available and are issued on a first come first
served basis and demand often exceeds supply.
K) By signing up for SMS centre lessons – subject to receiving further information, I agree to my child taking part in concerts and events organised by Solihull Music Service.
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Bus services information
St Peter’s location on Whitefields Road, is not served by general bus services. Solihull
Town Centre is a 15 minute walk away and Blossomfield Road/Dingle Lane is a 10
minute walk away from the school. The current bus services that serve Solihull Town
Centre or Blossomfield/Dingle Lane are as follows, grouped by destination area.
Acocks Green/Olton – pupils who live in the Acocks Green and Olton areas can use
the following services:
4 – This frequent service serves the Warwick Road and runs regularly from Birmingham City Centre along the Warwick Road, picking up in Acocks Green and Olton. The
service terminates in Solihull and this would be where pupils need to alight and then
walk to St Peter’s. This service is operated by National Express West Midlands
31 – This half hourly service operates from Acocks Green and serves roads such as
Gospel Lane, Severne Road, Olton Road, Solihull Road and Sharmans Cross Road.
Pupils would need to alight in Solihull and walk to St Peter’s. This service is operated
by National Express West Midlands.
A12 – This half hourly services operates from Acocks Green and serves roads such
as Lincoln Road, Pierce Avenue, Kineton Green Road, Prospect Lane and Danford
Lane. Pupils would need to alight at Blossomfield Road/Dingle Lane and walk to St
Peter’s via Dingle Lane. This service is operated currently by Landflight.
Shirley/Hall Green – pupils who live in these areas can use the following services
but must always allow lots time owing to heavy traffic.
6 – This frequent service operates along the length Stratford Road to the junction
with Blossomfield Road which the bus then serves. Pupils would alight by Alderbrook School at walk to St Peter’s. This service is operated by National Express West
Midlands.
76 – This service operates the same route as the 6 from Robin Hood Island after running from the QE hospital and Northfield along Highfield Road and Robin Hood
Lane. Again, this service is operated by National Express West Midlands.
49 – This service is very long and is prone to delays but operates from Rubery. It
serves Shirley Station, Haslucks Green Road, Stratford Road, Solihull Lane and
Danford Lane. Pupils would alight by Alderbrook school and walk to St Peter’s.
5 – This service from Birmingham City Centre serves roads such as Newborough
Road, Baldwins Lane, Sarehole Mill, Shirley, Cranmore Boulevard, Monkspath estate,
Widney Manor Station and Widney Manor Road. It is operated by National Express
every 20 minutes. Pupils can alight on Widney Manor Lane and walk along Whitefields Road.
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Bus services information
Dickens Heath/Cheswick Green/Hockley Heath area – pupils who live in this
area can use the following services but please note the operator as some require a
special Solihull Council Bus Pass. These services have not operated in 2020/2021
but should return in 2021/2022.
811 - This service operates to and from Hockley Heath via Monkspath Hall Road and
drops and picks up from Dingle Lane. This is operated by tender to Solihull Council.
There is one bus in the morning and one in the afternoon.
821 – This service operates to and from Dickens Heath and drops and picks up from
Dingle Lane. This is operated by National Express West Midlands. There is one bus in
the morning and one in the afternoon.
822 – This service operates to and from Major’s Green and serves roads such as
Norton Lane, Tilehouse Lane, Dickens Heath and Salter Street. It drops and picks up
from Dingle Lane. This is operated by National Express West Midlands. There is one
bus in the morning and one in the afternoon.
823 – This service operates from Tidbury Green and serves roads such as Norton
Lane, Salter Street, Creynolds Lane, Watery Lane and Shutt Lane. It drops and picks
up from Dingle Lane. This is operated by Hollywood Travel. There is one bus in the
morning and one in the afternoon. Please note, this service requires the Solihull
Council Bus Pass.
894/895 - These services operates from Cheswick Green and drops and picks up
from Dingle Lane. This is operated by tender to Solihull Council. There is one bus in
the morning and one in the afternoon. Please note, this service requires the Solihull
Council Bus Pass.

Landflight operate the following services, all of which operate from Solihull town
centre.

A3 – To and from Dorridge.
A4 – To and from Wythall via Dickens Heath, Peterbrook Road, Tidbury Green and
Shirley Heath.
A5 – To and from Cheswick Green via Shirley, Bills Lane.
A7/A8 – A circular route that serves Creynolds Lane, Knowle, Dorridge and Marshall
Lake Road so pupils could alight by Alderbrook School.
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Bus services information
Sheldon and Yardley areas. Pupils living in this area are well served by a number
of public bus routes as well as two routes which specifically serve St Peter’s School.
58 – This service from Kingshurst serves roads such as Gilbertstone Avenue, Woodcock Lane North, Richmond Road, Barn Lane, Olton Station, Castle Lane and Lode
Lane. It is operated by National Express West Midlands and runs every 20 minutes.
Pupils must alight in Solihull Town Centre and walk to St Peter’s.
72 – This service from Chelmsley Wood serves roads such as The Meadway, Sheldon
Heath Road, the Radleys shops, Sheaf Lane, Hobbs Moat Road and Lode Lane. It is
operated by National Express West Midlands and runs every few minutes. Pupils
must alight in Solihull Town Centre and walk to St Peter’s.
73 - This service from Heartlands Hospital serves roads such as Hob Moor Road, the
Yew Tree shops, Queens Road, Garrets Green Lane, Horrell Road, Sheaf Lane, Old
Lode Lane and Lode Lane. It is operated by National Express West Midlands and
runs every 20 minutes. Pupils must alight in Solihull Town Centre and walk to St Peter’s.
X12 – This Platinum Service from Birmingham City Centre operates via Chelmsley
Wood, Castle Bromwich and the Airport before serving Damsonwood including
Rowood Drive. It is operated by National Express West Midlands and runs frequently. Pupils must alight in Solihull Town Centre and walk to St Peter’s.
X2 - This Platinum Service from Birmingham City Centre operates via the Coventry
Road, Old Lode Lane and Lode Lane. It is operated by National Express West Midlands and runs frequently. Pupils must alight in Solihull Town Centre and walk to St
Peter’s.
X2S – This Platinum Service from Birmingham City Centre and operates via the Coventry Road, Old Lode Lane and Lode Lane. It is operated by National Express West
Midlands and runs once in the morning and once in the afternoon. It calls at the
Swan at 0749 each morning and runs directly to St Peter’s School. It collects at 1505
each afternoon.
877 - This Platinum Service from Deritend and operates via the Coventry Road and
Lode Lane. It is operated by National Express West Midlands and runs once in the
morning leaving the Swan at 0750 each morning and runs directly to St Peter’s
School. The return journey is from St Peter’s at 3.05pm.
Pupils and parents should note that the 877 and X2S are extremely busy services
and pupils should always be aware of an alternative route as would pupils who are
involved in clubs after school or those who are assigned a detention.
Please note that this information was correct in June 2021 but Bus Services are regularly changed. It is advisable to check the following websites regularly.
https://www.solihull.gov.uk/schooltransport
https://nxbus.co.uk/west-midlands/?route=west-midlands
https://www.landflight.co.uk/bus-services/
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Reading list
Year 7—Recommended Reading List
Writer

Title

Anne Cassidy

Witness

Cressida Cowell

How to Train your Dragon

Anne Fine

The Tulip Touch

Neil Gaiman

Coraline

Anthony Horowitz

Twist Cottage

David Orme

Boffin Boy (Series)

Lincoln Pierce

Big Nate—the Boy with the Biggest Head in the World

David Yelland

The Truth about Leo

Suzanne Collins

The Hunger Games

Alan Gibbons

The Edge

Michael Grant

Gone (Series)

Charlie Higson

The Enemy (Series)

Derek Landy

Skulduggery Pleasant (Series)

Michael Morpurgo

Born to Run

Michelle Paver

Wolf Brother

Annabel Pitcher

My Sister Lives on the Mantlepiece

Mark Waldon

H.I.V.E. (Series)

Meg Cabot

The Princess Diaries

Stephen Cole

The Aztec Code

Rebecca Promitzer

The Pickle King

Cathy Cassidy

Indigo Blue

Eva Ibbotson

Journey to the River Sea

Rose Impey

Scary Fairy Godmother

Louis Sachar

There’s a Boy in the Girls’ Bathroom

Nancy Farmer

Sea of Trolls Trilogy

Gill Lewis

Sky Hawk

Vanessa Curtis

Zelah Green, Queen of Clean

Robert Swindells

The Shade of Hettie Daynes

David Walliams

The Billionaire

Dan Freedman

The Kick Off (Jamie Johnson Series)
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Reading list
Year 8—Recommended Reading List
Writer

Title

Tim Bowler

Breaking Free (Blade Series)

Grace Dent

Diary of a Chav (Series)

Charlie Higson

Silver Fin

Jim Carrington

Inside my Head

Keith Gray

Ostrich Boys

Anthony Horowitz

Power of Five (Series)

Sophie McKenzie

The Medusa Project

William Nicholson

The Wind of Fire Trilogy

Morris Gleitzman

Once (Now/Then/After)

Darren Shan

The Demonata (Series)

L.A. Weatherly

Angel

Judith Kerr

When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit

Tamara Summers

Never Bite a Bot in the First Date

Kevin Brooks

Martyn Pig

Elizabeth Laird

Garbage King

Andy Mulligan

Trash

Eoin Colfer

Artemis Fowl (Series)

Louis Sachar

Holes

Mary Hoffman

Stravaganza

Patrick Ness

A Monster Calls

Elizabeth Laird

A Little Piece of Ground

Anthony McGowan

Henry Tumour

Andrew Klaven

The Last Thing I Remember (Series)

Hilary Freeman

Lifted

Rachel Ward

Numbers Trilogy

Julia Green

Breathing Underwater

John Brindley

Rhino Boy

Alex Shearer

Bootleg

Sam Mills

Black Out

F.Cotterell-Boyce

Millions
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Reading list
British
Writer

Title

Jane Austen

Northanger Abbey
Emma
Mansfield Park
Sense and Sensibility
Pride and Prejudice
Persuasion

Anne Bronte

The Tenant of Wildfell Hall

Charlotte Bronte

Jane Eyre

Emily Bronte

Wuthering Heights

Lewis Carroll

Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland
Through the Looking Glass

Wilkie Collins

The Woman in White
The Moonstone

Joseph Conrad

Heart of Darkness
Lord Jim

Charles Dickens

Dombey and Son
Oliver Twist
Nicholas Nickleby
David Copperfield
Hard Times
Great Expectations
A Christmas Carol

A Tale of Two Cities
Bleak House
Little Dorrit
Our Mutual Friends
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle

The Sign of Four
A Study in Scarlet
The Hound of the Baskervilles
The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes
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Reading list
British continued
Writer

Title

George Elliot

Silas Marner
The Mill on the Floss
Middlemarch

J Meade Faulkner

Moonfleet

Elizabeth Gaskell

Mary Barton
North and South

H Rider Haggard

King Soloman’s Mines

Thomas Hardy

Tess of the D’Ubervilles
The Mayor of Casterbridge
Far form the Madding Crowd
The Return of the Native

Jerome K Jerome

Three Men in a Boat

Rudyard Kipling

The Jungle Books
The Just So Stories

Walter Scott

Ivanhoe
Rob Roy

Anna Sewell

Black Beauty

Mary Shelley

Frankenstein

Bram Stoker

Dracula

Robert Louis Stevenson

Treasure Island
Kidnapped

W M Thackeray

Vanity Fair

H G Wells

The War of the Worlds
The Time Machine
The Invisible Man

Oscar Wilde

The Picture of Dorian Grey
The Importance of Being Earnest
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Reading list
North American
Writer

Title

Louisa May Alcott

Little Women

L Frank Baum

The Wonderful Wizard of Oz

Harriet Beecher

Uncle Tom’s Cabin

Stephen Crane

The Red Badge of Courage

James Fenimore Cooper

The Last of the Mohicans

Nathaniel Hawthorne

The Scarlet Letter

Washington Irving

The Legend of Sleepy Hollow

Henry James

The Turn of the Screw
The Portrait of a Lady

Jack London

White Fang
The Call of the Wild

Herman Melville

Moby Dick

Edgar Allen Poe

The Tell-Tale Heart and other short stories

Mark Twain

The Adventure of Huckleberry Finn
The Adventure of Tom Sawyer
The Prince and the Pauper
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School Day Profile
This is how the usual school day looks however, we have recently had to
make some changes due to Government guidance about helping to prevent
the spread of Covid—19. If there are any planned changes to the school day
in September we will email parents in advance.

Start

End

Notes

08.45

09.05

Assembly/Registration

09.10

10.05

Period 1

10.10

11.05

Period 2

11.05

11.20

Break

11.25

12.20

Period 3

12.25

13.20

13.05

14.00

14.05

15.00

Period 4a (Y7, 8 & 11 lunch 12.25—
13.05)
Period 4b (Y9, 10, 12 & 13 lunch
13.20—14.00)
Period 5

15.05

16.00

Period 6 (only for specific classes)

Before School :
08:00 am—Breakfast available in the canteen
08:00 am– Homework club
With the exception of clubs and additional lessons organised by staff, please
be aware that St. Peter’s can only take responsibility for pupils from 8.30 am
(when staff duties begin) until 3.10 pm (when staff duties end).

44

Essential Equipment
On the first day at St Peter’s all pupils are given a journal. It is important that
the journal is brought to school every day. Pupils must also bring a pencil
case, a black and green pen, pencil, rubber and ruler.
Pupils would also find a set of coloured pencils and highlighter pens useful
for most lessons.
In addition:
For Maths lessons pupils will need a scientific calculator and several pieces of
geometrical equipment e.g. protractor and compass. Some of the Maths
GCSE is calculator based and we encourage pupils to become confident in using their own calculator. Although there are many different models, the Maths
Department recommend scientific calculators such as the Casio fx83GT Plus.
Both scientific calculators and maths sets can be purchased in supermarkets
and online.
For Art lessons and homework pupils will need:
•
•
•
•

Lead pencils – HB, 2B, 4B, 6B
Coloured pencils
Pencil sharpener
Rubber

For Science lessons pupils will need a hair bobble for all pupils with hair long
enough to tie up. You may also need your scientific calculator and Maths set.
You must bring the correct P.E. kit for all your P.E. lessons.

For English it would be helpful if you have a quality fiction novel or a nonfiction book to read. You will also need a dictionary and thesaurus.
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Progress reports
Understanding your child’s report
Your child’s progress in each subject is reported to you three times during the academic year. The assessment data collated by departments is based on robust, linear
assessments that closely emulate the examinations they will sit in the summer term.
English, Maths, Physical Education, Art and Design and Technology will provide an
average of the scores achieved at each assessment period in order to provide a
holistic overview of your child’s progress in all aspects of the subject.
All other subjects will not provide an average and will report attainment in each
individual assessment at every data feed.
The grade your child achieves at each data feed is an indication of what your child
can expect to achieve at GCSE, if they continue to perform at that level in that subject. It is highly likely that pupils will perform better in some elements of the course
than others. After each assessment, teachers will support pupils in targeting their
areas of weakness, in order to improve their performance in the subject overall.
Sample Report
Name: Joe Bloggs

Form: 07 Andrew

% Attendance: 100

No of lates: 3

Joe’s report has two Attitude to Learning levels for each subject—one for Aspire (A)
and one for Behaviour (B); these can be different levels. The levels will be a best fit
as per the descriptors. Which can be found here. The level awarded by the teacher
will be the one which is most appropriate and a reflection of Joe’s Attitude to Learning.
As a general rule, number 2 in the benchmark which is what we expect of all pupils.
Number 1 will have ben given to those pupils who go above and beyond and never
fail to impress. Numbers 3 and 4 are issued here pupils are not meeting expectations in line with the St Peter’s Learner.
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Pupil Support
Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens
and I will give you rest.
Matthew: 11. 28
Pupil Support is an innovative, supportive and calm space staffed by skilled individuals who have the personal mindset to interact effectively and positively with all pupils.
Pupil Support was created 25 years ago to ensure that pupils received the support
they needed in school to support their learning and enhance their wellbeing. The
aims and atmosphere of pupil support are central to the school’s principles. It is a
space for pupils to share their worries, thoughts and feelings in a way that suits the
individual. The approach is a comprehensive pupil led support specific to individuals
needs, the pupil support team are guided by the pupil and what they need in that
particular moment as well as long term, strategies are formulated together to empower the pupil which increases confidence in managing their emotions; we work to
recognise the stressors, reduce the stress, reflect and restore.

Pupils are supported with anxiety, self esteem, friendship issues, organization and
revision as well as managing behaviour, emotions and bereavement. A range of support is used including Positive Psychology tools, breathing techniques, grounding
techniques, EFT, self compassion and mindfulness activities, 1:1 mentoring and
group sessions. The team also Signpost to specialist services if and when required in
consultation with lead tutors. Pupils support is only arranged via the lead tutor to
ensure each pupil referred has the required space and time needed.
Pupil support can help to:
Improve attendance
Raise attainment
Empower and enable all pupils

Modify individuals’ behaviours
Support learning
Support emotional wellbeing
Support integration and reintegration of pupils into school
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Pupil Support, Frequently asked Questions
How does my Child access Pupil Support?
Pupils will be given more information by form tutors regarding access to Pupil Support.
Pupils are encouraged to talk to or email their Form Tutor, Lead Tutor or the member of
staff they feel most comfortable approaching.
There is a link of the Student Portal that they can click to send a notification.
What should I do if I feel my child would benefit from accessing Pupil Support?
Parents should request a call from their child’s Lead Tutor by completing an enquiry form
on our website which can be found under the ‘Contact’ section.
Will I be informed if my child has visited Pupil Support?
Safeguarding is paramount at St Peter’s and therefore if your child has raised a serious
concern or/and we are concerned about the wellbeing of your child, you will be informed
by one of our DSLs (Designated Safeguarding Leads) on the same day.
Lead Tutors will communicate with you if your child is regularly receiving support.
Can I speak to the staff in Pupil Support?
Due to the busy, delicate nature of the work in Pupil Support, external calls are not put
through to Pupil Support. Parents are asked to communicate directly with either their
child’s Form Tutor or Lead Tutors in the first incidence.

The Pupil Support team are frequently update their training and keep up to date with the
latest policy and research, however they truly believe that the best teaching comes from
learning and working with our pupils.
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Support information
External Agencies
St Peter’s offer a comprehensive network of support and are extremely proud to
work with a number of external agencies to provide ongoing specialist support to
individuals should they need it including but not limited to:
Newman Counselling,
This Way Up,
SISS
Independent Psychological Wellbeing Practitioners,
SOLAR and
Barnados
Referrals to such agencies would be made by the school with your permission. Regular review meetings take place to make sure the level of support meets the requirements of the pupil.
Helpful Resources to support my child at home.
There is a wealth of information online and sometimes it can be overwhelming
when determining what sites to use, our recommended sites for parents are The Anna Freud Centre is a world leading mental health charity which has developed and delivered pioneering mental health care for over 60 years.
https://www.annafreud.org/
Young Minds - charity with self help booklets and a parentline
https://youngminds.org.uk/
Relate - The Relationship People have a helpful section online with a section
'parenting teenagers'
https://www.relate.org.uk/relationship-help/help-family-life-and-parenting/
parenting-teenagers

Encourage your child to join Kooth - a welcoming space for digital mental health
care moderated by professionals.
Home - Kooth
Follow/Download Action for Happiness App for daily actions to do with your family. Action for Happiness

49

Support information
Recommended sites for Pupils
Kooth - podcasts, online queue to talk to someone, moderated chat forums and
wellbeing resources. There is a focus on transition from year 6/7.
Text ‘shout’ to 85258 to speak to a trained professional 24/7

Apps
Smiling Mind is designed to help people pressure, stress, and challenges of daily
life and was created specifically with pupils in mind, age 7 - 18.

Headspace- meditations

MindShift is based on to help young adults cope with anxiety, by acting as a portable coach that guides users through challenging situations.
The app provides a variety of methods for young people to respond to anxiety including; developing their knowledge of anxiety and symptoms, engaging in relaxation tasks, evaluating their level of anxiety in particular situations, developing realistic thinking patterns and changing behaviour. The goal is to help young people learn
and practice anxiety coping skills.

If you feel your child is in crisis, SOLAR have a phoneline to call 24/7 which will assess your child on the day.
Solar - Birmingham and Solihull Mental Health NHS Foundation Trust - bsmhft
Bereavement
Cruse
Solihull Bereavement
The loss Foundation
Winston’s Wish
Edwards Trust
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School Dog
We are very excited to introduce you to
a very im-paw-tant member of staff at St Peter’s.

Lottie is a Cavapoo, a breed that is known to be good with children, they are hypoallergenic, very sociable and friendly.
There is compelling research which has shown that there are distinctive benefits for
the whole school community.
The three primary areas of benefit are:
Pastoral
Learning Support
Reward.
We see enormous benefits that caring for animals brings to our pupils. We are also
aware of Health and Safety planning and have developed a robust risk assessment
and routines to keep all members of our community safe and to ensure the dog is
happy and secure. Of course, we have ensured the safety of pupils as a key priority.
We appreciate that there may be some pupil, parents and staff who do not wish, or
are not able to be involved with our school dog. If, for any reason, you wish to
ensure this is the case, please contact the school office to let them know. We will
then collate a list to ensure that we are all aware of who has opted out.
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Attendance information
“At St Peter’s Catholic School, we believe that Faith is our Foundation and we live out
our mission through the virtues and values of the Catholic Pupil Profile.”
The success and achievement of all Pupils is central to the purpose of St Peter’s and
as a Catholic School, we have high expectations of attendance and punctuality which
are crucial to pupils achieving well and being happy.
The aims of our Pupil Attendance Policy are to encourage pupils to attend school
every day and promote the importance of good attendance to all pupils, parents
and staff. The policy sets out clearly responsibilities, procedures and strategies to
support all members of the school community.
The responsibilities and processes are set out in the Pupil Attendance policy. The responsibilities of parents is copied below
As set out in law, parents are responsible for ensuring their children attend school
regularly and on time. They should ensure Pupils attend school each day and inform
the school by 8.30am if there is a reason why they cannot attend.
•
Parents must ensure their child attends school every day possible and only be
absent when necessary.
•
Parents would need to provide medical evidence for any absence taken by a
child whose attendance is a concern after receiving a letter explaining this from
the school.
•
They must ensure that children are able to get to school by 8.40 each day.
•
They should be aware that Persistent Absenteeism can result in legal action being taken against each parent responsible for the child.
•
Parents can check their child’s attendance and punctuality on the Parent Portal
and are encouraged to use this to monitor this regularly.

For further information please see the school Attendance Policy: School Policies - St
Peter's Catholic School In Solihull (st-peters.solihull.sch.uk)
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Key Calendar Dates
Autumn Term 2021
Thursday 02 September 2021

INSET Day

Friday 03 September 2021

INSET Day

Monday 06 September 2021

Start of Term

Friday 24 September 2021

INSET DAY

Monday 25 October 2021 to Friday 29 October 2021

Half Term

Friday 26 November

INSET DAY

Friday 17 December

End of Term

Spring Term 2022

Tuesday 04 January 2022

INSET DAY

Wednesday 05 January 2022

Start of Term

Monday 21 February to Friday 25 February 2022

Half Term

Friday 08 April 2022

End of Term

Summer Term 2022
Monday 25 April 2022

Start of Term

Monday 02 May 2022

May Day

Monday 30 May to Friday 03 June 2022

Half Term

Friday 22 July 2022

End of Term
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