St. Peter’s Catholic School
High standards of attainment within an ethos of care and respect

Faith is Our Foundation
Catholic Pupil Profile Focus: Attentive and Discerning

Headteacher’s Message
As the first eight weeks of the school year draws to a close, may I
thank students, staff and governors for their hard work since Sep-

tember. It has been a very productive half term. One of the highlights was certainly the celebrations that led up to, and followed,
the canonisation of Saint John Henry Newman. Students enjoyed
a range of assemblies, services and a group of Year 7s had the opportunity to pray the
rosary with the Archbishop via a live link to St Chad’s Cathedral. We were also delighted
to host a number of parishioners from across the Diocese for the Justice and Peace Commission on Saturday 12th October. I hope you enjoy reading this newsletter which is a

lovely window into just some of the events that have taken place this half term. Our focus
being ’attentive and discerning’ in all we do. I wish you all a restful and blessed half term
and looking forward to seeing all students return refreshed and ready to learn on Monday
4th November at 8:45am.
Weekly Mass -The strong parish links that we value as a Catholic School are enhanced by
regular visits from the clergy of our neighbouring parishes.
Holy Mass is celebrated in school on Tuesdays, at 8.25am. All are welcome.

Rosary - Fr John Peyton joins a form group every Friday morning to say the Rosary.

Email us at office@st-peters.solihull.sch.uk
Follow us on twitter
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Praying the Rosary with Archbishop Bernard
On the 10th October, jointly celebrating the month of the Rosary and the Holy Father’s
month of Mission, St Peter’s joined 80,000 other pupils in Catholic schools across the diocese in saying the rosary together with Archbishop Bernard on a Livestream from St
Chad’s Cathedral. We all know the power of prayer is a wonderful thing so the power of
80,000 young people must be an even more wonderful thing!
All of the children in school spend three or four times a year with Fr John Peyton from St
Thomas More parish (on a Friday morning) saying the rosary here in school and we thank
Fr John for his continued support and prayers. Please encourage your children to say he
rosary at home. Mr Hill
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Born for Us
‘Born For Us - a journey into the real meaning of Christmas’
The Deacon at Our Lady of the Wayside, Sean Loone, has written a new book all about the real meaning
of the mystery of Christmas. He draws upon the scriptures, the teaching of the Catholic Church, the
lives of the saints and his own experiences of life to deepen our understanding of The Saviour who is
‘Born for Us.’ The book is aimed at anyone who wants to deepen their understanding of the God who,
out of love, comes in search of us.
It is available to buy now from ALIVE PUBLISHING and can be ordered from their website.
Deacon Sean is an experienced teacher and lectures at Saint Mary’s College Oscott, the seminary for the
Archdiocese of Birmingham.
We are hoping that he will be able to come into school and talk to the students about his book as well
as answer some questions. This is something we are all very much looking forward to as we prepare to
enter the season of Advent.
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Harvest Food Bank Collection

Once again St Peter’s School have been
collecting items to donate to Sparkhill
Food Bank during the weeks approaching
half term, to mark Harvest Time. The
food bank is designed to help individuals
and families in crisis, through the provision of emergency food supplies. The response to the appeal has been excellent
– the donations will make a big difference to people in our local area who are
suffering severe hardship. Thank you for
your support. Mrs Conroy
A successful Food Bank Appeal
Both the main school and Sixth Form
have been busy bringing in items for
the Food Bank Appeal. Staff and students have kindly contributed to this
cause supporting families who are
less fortunate than ourselves. We
thank everyone for their kind donations. Mrs McHale
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Community
As a Catholic community we are always looking for ways to engage and support people in need. We are
very proud of the way our pupils respond to the charitable events we, as a school, take part in. This
year, Mrs Wesley-Worrall is starting a lunchtime knitting club to make hats, scarves and blankets for the
homeless.
We need any odd balls of knitting yarn parents, families
and friends wish to donate, we will also need knitting
needles. Suitable yarn would be DK (double knitting).
Sizes 5, 5.5, 6mm knitting needles will be the most suitable. If you can help with any donations please drop them
into the main office.
All items made will be taken to Tabor House, in Digbeth. Tabor House operates year-round, providing safety, support, warmth and encouragement to people without the very basics and necessities of life. Guests receive a warm welcome, dignity, respect and friendship. Tabor House provides a bed for the night, a shower, food and warm clothes.

Mrs Wesley-Worrall and a small group of pupils have been invited to personally deliver the products to Tabor House. Tabor House is a collaborative project between the Catholic Archdiocese of Birmingham, Father
Hudson’s Care, Housing Justice, Irish in Birmingham, local philanthropists
and business people, the Birmingham Rough Sleepers Team (Midland
Heart) and local homelessness specialists.
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Community
A big thank you to Wool and the Gang who have very kindly donated nearly £400
worth of the most beautiful Peruvian Lambswool (100% recycled) to our knitting club
cause. We are extremely grateful for their generosity. Mrs Wesley-Worrall
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Sixth Form
Leading the Sixth Form…spectacularly!
The Sixth Form Student Leadership Team have been busy this half term organising charity events such as the cake sale for Macmillan and the Family Fast
Day for CAFOD. They are also busy collecting donations from their peers for
the Food Bank Appeal that was launched this week and finalising details for
the Year 13 Prom which will be held in June at The Village Hotel on Dog Kennel Lane. We would like to thank Luke, Olivia, Christian, Charlie, Daniel, Dylan, Erinn and Luke. They are a credit to the Sixth Form community!
Mrs McHale
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World Mental Health Day – 10th October
Students and staff celebrated World Mental Health
Day on Thursday 10th October. Students were presented with a PowerPoint presentation at form
time to highlight that mental health is just as important as physical health and how we can promote good mental health and wellbeing. The stu-

dents presentation featured information about Grammy and Brit Award winner Jess
Glynn who has at times struggled with her own mental health and wrote the song ‘Who
I am is enough’ which was played throughout the classrooms during form time. The song
reminds us that each of us is different and that’s ok. It’s about discovering the balance of
who we are and what we aiming for. ‘Ephesian’s 2:10, ‘you are God’s work of art’.
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World Mental Health Day – 10th October

To promote good mental well being within our staff, we had a digital detox in the staffroom at break
time and enjoyed cakes and tea in our ‘tea and talk’, which helped to promote good mental well being
amongst our teaching and support staff.
To support students with mental well being we have devised a number of strategies….
•

Speaking to one of the staff Mental Health First Aiders who are Mr Carr, Mrs McHale, Mr Seickell, Mrs Smith, Mr Williams, Mrs Wilkinson Flynn.

•

Staff members are also trained in additional certificates to support student mental health including Cognitive Behavioural Therapy, Bereavement Counselling, Mindfulness, Youth Mental Health:
Helping Young People with Anxiety and Teaching Students who have Suffered Complex Trauma.

•

Making an appointment or by texting ‘chat health’ (07520 615730) to speak to the school nurse
about any issue.

•

Speaking to their Lead Tutor who can organise counselling in school with ‘Youth Shine’ or
‘Newman Counselling Service’

•

Chatting online to organisations such as Kooth who have trained members of staff to provide advice and guidance. Mind or Childline can also offer support.

•

We also promote that students take time away from social media and undertake regular exercise
to keep their minds healthy.

We promote that parents regularly talk to their children about how they are feeling and we will email
out a useful guide to parents which was produced by the Anna Freud National Centre for Children and
Families - a charity dedicated to providing training and support for child mental health services.
We thank all of the students for taking a mature and proactive part in World Mental Health Day and
we would like to thank the parents of the students for helping us to raise awareness about mental
health across our school community. Mrs McHale
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World Mental Health Day – 10th October
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Another Successful e-safety Parents’ Evening!
St Peter’s is aware that online safety is an essential part of safeguarding our students and we are regularly updating our provisions in school. On Thursday 3rd October, we invited parents to
attend an e-safety parents’ evening which was an hour packed
full of information and top tips on keeping children safe on digital devices in a constantly changing digital world. We would like
to thank the parents who attended this evening. Feedback from the event was incredibly
positive and we are delighted that we were able provide information and guidance to a
number of parents from our school community. Further information and guidance is always available on our school website and we will continue to send out any e-safety alerts
should we be concerned about any website or app that is going viral in our school community. Mrs McHale
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Year 11 mocks
Year 11 mocks will begin on Monday 11th November. Below is a brief
summary of what each exam will focus on and tips about how your son/
daughter should revise.
Business - Students will be examined on year 10 paper 1 content, including
the role of business, marketing, human resources and recruitment. To revise,
students should complete topic mind maps then test themselves on whether
they have memorised the content.Computer Science – Students will be examined on component 2 of the specification. They will need to focus their revision on all aspects of this component.
Drama – Students will be examined on their knowledge of ‘Blood Brothers’
through answering questions on an unseen extract and how they would perform these as an actor. They will also be examined on their ability to analyse
and evaluate Live Theatre. To revise they should read through ‘Blood Brothers’, read through their Live Theatre notes, and practice questions using the
given paragraph structures
English Language – Students will be asked to read an extract they have not
seen before and answer four questions on it. In addition, they will have to
write a piece of descriptive writing.
English Literature - Students will be examined on ‘Jekyll and Hyde’ and unseen poetry. To revise, students should write a series of essay plans and revise poetic techniques
Geography – Students will be examined on ‘natural hazards’, ‘living world’
and ‘urban issues’. To revise, students should mind map key themes and
case studies.
Health and Social Care - Only students who are re-sitting in January will
have a mock exam, all other students will have extra coursework sessions.
Those revising for the exam should review service user rights, care values,
legislation and safety and security measures. To revise, students should complete topic mind maps then test themselves on whether they have memorised
the content. Continued..
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Year 11 mocks
History – Students will be examined on America 1920-73 and the Power and the
People 1100-present day. To revise, students should create mind maps/flash
cards and revise exam technique for each type of question.
Maths – Students will be examined on all content they have learnt up until this
point. The three papers they sit for the November mocks will be comparable to
what they can expect in the summer. To revise, students should use MathsWatch
clips to address the gaps in their knowledge and should practise exam style
questions, ensuring that they are addressing questions they have got wrong
(either using MathsWatch or asking class teacher).
Music – Students will be examined on their knowledge of the set works; ‘Haydn:
Symphony 101 in D major The Clock movt. 2’ and The Beatles ‘Sgt Pepper’ Album. They will also be examined in their listening and music theory skills. To revise, students need to use the practise listening question booklets provided as
well as revision notes made on both Haydn and Beatles.

PE – Paper 1 - 5 systems in the body; Components of Fitness; Principles of
training. Paper 2 - Health & Well Being & Sport Psychology
RE – Students should learn the Jewish key words and their meanings to help
you understand and be able to answer the questions on Judaism successfully.
Science - Students in science will be examined on Paper 1 content across all
three of their sciences. They should look over their Year 9 and 10 work and use
this as a basis for revision. They could use online tools such as “Brainscape”,
“MyGCSEScience”, “Free Science Videos” to support their work. Revision lists
have been sent home via the portal.
Sociology: Students will be examined on year 10 paper 1 content, including
family, education and research methods. To revise, students should complete
topic mind maps and also essay plans for 12 mark questions, particularly planning for how to include sociological theory in their writing, for example Marxism,
Feminism and Functionalism.
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English
A primary school hall isn’t the most likely setting to watch a performance of
‘Macbeth’ however, on the 7tH October, a small group of our year 11s did just
that. Watching the small cast in the very talented Young Shakespeare Company
allowed our students to get an excellent
grounding in the play’s themes and plot
which is incredibly timely as they have just
begun to study the Bard’s famous play.

A huge thank should be paid to the young pupils at Corpus Christi
Primary School for bringing a wonderful sense of fun and enthusiasm to the performance. Their responses and willingness to get involved in this play was wonderful to witness and almost as enjoyable as the play itself. I would also like to place my very sincere
gratitude with Mrs Taylor, Headteacher, who invited our students
to this event. Thank you. Our students found this to be an incredibly beneficial use of their time and I am certain will work towards
securing amazing results when the exams finally arrive. Mr Mallon

Maths
November is an exciting month for gifted mathematicians both at St Peter’s and at a
number of our feeder schools. Our Lady of the Wayside will be hosting Round 1 of the
Year 5 St Peter's Maths Challenge 2019/20 on Thursday 14th November. This is an
event that invites some of the brightest mathematicians from across the borough to
compete against other feeder schools in a fun and challenging environment. As well
as this, a number of our Year 11, 12 and 13 students will be taking part in the annual Senior Mathematics
Challenge, and will be competing against pupils from some of the best schools in the West Midlands area. This year, we are taking two teams to help encourage some of our outstanding mathematicians in
Year 11 to compete at this level. We wish all those students taking part the best of luck! Mr Tudor
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Social Sciences and Business
During this half term, our year 11 and 13 students have been busy preparing for their
mock exams. Year 13 students have also been preparing their UCAS applications and I am
thrilled so many of our students have chosen pathways
that reflect the Social
Sciences and Business
subjects that they are
taking, for example Nursing, Midwifery, Teaching, Business Management and
Criminology. On Monday 2nd December, our year 13
Criminology and Sociology students will be going to
London for the day to visit the Old Bailey Central Criminal Court. Students will have a guided tour of the Old
Bailey before sitting in court sessions in the afternoon
to experience trail procedures in their actual setting.
Health and Social Care and Applied Business students will also have exams in early January so we wish them luck in preparation for those over the next half term, cramming will
be in place for these exams and details of this will be passed to students shortly after half
term. Mrs O’Connell
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Drama and Music
Our Drama department has been busy this half term, in particular with Year 12 performances. As part of the Component 3 for A Level Drama and Theatre Studies our students
need to study a play for performance and write a Reflective Report on the experience.
This term we are studying A Doll’s House by Henrik Ibsen. Set in 19th century Norway, it is
about a woman’s marriage, life, and work. To aid them in their rehearsals, our students
have been wearing corsets, which has dramatically changed the way they stand, walk and
even sit! Here are some photos from our rehearsals. Ms Rai

As always, our Music Department has been an extremely busy and vital part of St Peter’s.
Miss Lucas and the choir prepared and performed in the service celebrating the canonisation of John Henry Newman. They sang a beautiful rendition Listen to my Voice and the
service was very special, with representatives from each form in Year 7, 8, 9 and 10
lighting a candle as part of the worship. Miss Lucas and Miss Jordan have also been hard
at work preparing for the Advent Carols, helping our students rehearse and prepare for
leading our community in worship and celebration for this upcoming special season. The
advent Carols are at 6pm on the 10th December – mark the date in your diaries! Ms Rai
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Design and Technology
This half term, Year 9 pupils have focused on manufacturing a passive speaker for a mobile phone device suitable for teenagers. The product incorporates the use of traditional
wood workshop tools and machinery and computer aided design and manufacture. The
product is eco-friendly, using recyclable materials and no electricity. Mrs Sanders

Food Technology—Pupils in Food Technology have been learning about healthy diet and
have demonstrated excellent practical skills by preparing and cooking a range of interesting dishes.
Year 7
have
made
coleslaw
and
yogurt
muffins.

Year 8: Quorn chilli con carne, tuna pasta bake and chicken and
vegetable stir fry.
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Year 9
have made
apple
turnovers,
Jamaican
meat
patties.

Year 10: Fish cakes, no bake cheesecake, deboned
and stuffed chicken thigh and leg stuffed with ricotta and spinach.

History
‘And then they came for me.’ Remembering the world of Anne Frank
On September 26th, we, as the year 12 history classes, went to watch a powerful and moving play,
which informed us about the persecution of Jews. The play focused on two people talking about their
experiences - Heinz Geiringer and Eva Schloss - whilst it was being acted out the stage. The actors were
excellent; they made it feel as though we were watching the events during the time it was happening
due to their raw emotion and passion they have for the history of Germany and the pure sympathy for
the victims at this time.
Furthermore, the experience went on to show how each of the survivors knew Anne Frank in some way
and her personality from when she was a young girl; this brought a realisation of the events to the audience as it helped show how the tragedy as to who got killed by the Nazis as it could have been anyone
and was all very random.
The whole experience was very powerful; many in the audience were bought to tears. It showed a very
sensitive and personal message for everyone in the crowd. In my opinion, the biggest message it gave
was to not take anything for granted in life as we now have it a lot easier than they did: they were
fighting for their lives every single day, not knowing what was going to happen. This was shown through
the show and the emotion portrayed throughout as their personalities deteriorated from day to day
and got weaker and weaker as the mental battle got harder
Also, during the experience as an audience, we got the very rare opportunity to ask one of the survivors
Eva Schloss, who now lives in London, questions about her experience. This vividly taught us that these
events are real and they do affect people in the long term and that the effects are felt years after. The
whole audience sympathised with the lady, as we could see how hard it was for her to get through and
to talk about it, as she also told us that she did not tell
anyone for 40 years of her life after the event. This just
emphasises the reality of the event and all of the hardships that come along with it, making the experience
even more traumatic as she had to deal with it by herself.
Overall, the experience was excellent and a once in a
life time experience to get to learn in more depth about
the history of Germany and an actual inside perspective
to what it was like. Lots of factual knowledge was taken
away from the play but also a lot of sympathy and
emotion for the victims.
Thank you to Mrs Lakin and Mr Court for accompanying
us on the trip and to Mrs Ferry for organising it.
Report written by Saocha Y12.
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Computer Science
The Computing Department kicked off our long
awaited Girls Coding Club this week with some
very eager future engineers in attendance. The
girls had the chance to code their own messages
and images onto our ‘Micro Bits’ and to put
their problem solving skills to the test. One of
our many aims at St Peter’s is to get more girls
involved in Computer Science, giving them the
chance to develop their own ideas and apps. We
are hoping and looking forward to more girls
joining in at our club after half term.
As well as this, we’ve also got a very exciting
visit to Cadbury World coming up this December. The trip is aimed at year 9 students who will get the chance to see how computers
are used on a daily basis within Cadburys. This will give our students an idea of the kind
of influence that technology is having in the
wider world and may inspire some of our
students’ future career choices. Mr Branson
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Politics
A Level Politics Trip - Question Time at the Core Theatre, Wednesday 16th October 2019
We left the school at 12:25 and began to walk into
Solihull. The show began at 1:30 in the Core Theatre. The panel was directly in front of the audience
and it consisted of Cllr David Cole – Labour, Cllr Ian
Courts - Conservative, Cllr Ade Adeymo – Liberal

Democrats, Cllr Max McLoughlin – Green Party,
Tony Elvin – General manager of Touchwood and the Mayor. The Mayor played the part
of Fiona Bruce and read out the questions we put forward. Sadly, only one St Peter’s
question was asked. Despite this, hearing the councillors views on topics that are currently effecting our political climate: such as extinction rebellion, HS2 and Brexit was fascinating, as the representatives were councillors, not MP’s, it allowed them to voice their
personal views on the subject matters instead of their parties’ views. Overall, it was a
very enlightening and insightful experience which will aid our classroom discussions
going forward. Ellen Y12
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SEN Information

SEND 0-25 Children and Young People’s Service
Specialist Inclusion Support Service SISS

Families of children and young people from 0-25 years with
additional needs are welcome to join us at
Lyndon School Daylesford Rd, Solihull, B92 8EJ

Monday 18th November 2019 9.30am -11.30am
Opportunity to chat to groups who can offer support pre or post
diagnosis. The following groups will be there:
Safe Space Support Group
SASSI
North Solihull Additional Needs Group
SENDIAS
Autism West Midlands
Parent Carer Forum
Signpost Inclusion
Teachers and ISPs from the Autism Team
Please email to express an interest in attending
Siobhan Farrelly- siobhan.farrelly@solihull.gov.uk
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West Midlands Police Notice

Dear Parent or Guardian,
We need your help to warn young people about the dangers and consequences of becoming
a money mule.

What is a money mule?
A money mule is someone who transfers stolen money through their own bank account on
behalf of someone else and is paid for doing so.
Criminals need money mules to launder the profits of their crimes.
Young people are increasingly being targeted to become money mules. They are approached
online or in person, including through social media, at school, college or sports clubs. Sometimes people they know persuade them to take part, often because they are also acting as
money mules.
Mules will usually be unaware of where the money comes from – commonly fraud and scams
– and that it can go on to fund crimes such as drug dealing and people trafficking.
Being a money mule is illegal.
When someone is caught, their bank account will be closed, and they will have problems
getting student loans, mobile phone contracts and credit in the future. They could even face
arrest for money laundering which carries a maximum sentence of 14 years in prison.
What to look out for
Tell-tale signs that someone might be involved could be them suddenly having extra cash,
buying expensive new clothes or top-of-the-range mobile phones and gadgets with very little
explanation as to how they got the money. They may also become more secretive, withdrawn or appear stressed.
You and your child can learn more and get advice by visiting www.moneymules.co.uk together.
If you are worried that someone close to you might be caught up in money muling, you can
contact Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111.
Please do not attempt to contact any individual you suspect of organising money muling.
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Careers
Sports
What a start to the season for all teams at St. Peter’s.
The Year 7 boys have started off with 2 wins so far and have settled into
the football physiology of Mr Carey extremely well. The future looks bright
for our new stars. U13 girls have also started off very well with a wonderful win in the National cup against Coleshill winning 4-0. Year 8 boys
looked extremely impressive after their trip to Kettering with a 15-0 win and a special mention to Luke E
who scored 8 and Charlie W close behind with 7. The highlight of the 1 st half term

though has to go to the Year 11’s who had an incredible win against Tomas Telford in
the Elite National Cup. Thomas Telford have never been beaten before and with 11
Academy players on the pitch it was a great 4-3 victory for the boys. They all played
exceptionally well and good luck to all the teams in the next round of the cups. Mr McMahon

Cross Country
The start of this year’s Cross Country season has, like a lot of sport, been impacted by the weather. However, there have been two league races this half-term at Smith’s Wood Academy & Langley School.
Our Year 7 teams have particularly made a strong start to the season, with both the girls and boys teams
coming 2nd in the first league race and then the girls went one place better, coming 1st in the team standings in the second race.
Congratulations to the following students in Year 7 who have represented the school in these races;
Mr Seickell
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Girls
Amelia
Wiktoria
Olivia
Isabella
Isabelle
Isla

Race 1
6
7
8
16
18
17

Race 2
DNF-Inj
8
5
14
13
24

Boys
Hayden
Lewis
Jacob
Thomas
Rowan
Jack

Race 1
5
8
10
11
18
23

Niamh
Abi
Lily
Ellen

20
30
23
31
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Finlay
Liam
Owen
Malachy
Harry
Joseph

14
12
15
13
21
31

Race 2
7
10
16
8

18
9
12
11
DNF - Inj

Careers

Key Calendar Dates for Parents 2019—2020
Monday 28 October –
Friday 01 November

Half Term

NOVEMBER
Thursday 07
Thursday 21
Friday 22
DECEMBER

Year 10 12 Progress Evening
Year 13 Parents Evening
Year 11 Careers Event (all day)

Thursday 05
Friday 06
Thursday 12
Friday 20

Sixth Form Open Evening
Advent Confessions
Advent Confessions
Year 11 Parents Evening
End of Term

Spring Term 2020
JANUARY
Monday 06
Tuesday 07
Wednesday 08
Thursday 09
Wednesday 15
Thursday 23
Thursday 30
FEBRUARY
Thursday 13
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INSET Day
Whole School Start of Term
Y9 TdIPV Immunisations
Y9 TdIPV Immunisations
Sixth Form Awards Evening
Year 9 Options Evening
Year 9 Parents Evening
Year 7, 8 & 13 Progress Evening
Year 12 Parents Evening

Monday 17 – Friday 21

Half Term

Wednesday 26
MARCH
Thursday 05
Thursday 26
APRIL
Friday 03

Ash Wednesday
Year 10 Parents Evening
Year 9 & 11 Progress Evening
End of Term

Careers

Key Calendar Dates for Parents 2019—2020
Summer Term 2020
APRIL
Monday 20
Thursday 23
Thursday 30
MAY
Friday 08
Monday 25 – Friday
29
JUNE
Thursday 04
Friday 05
Monday 08
Monday 22
JULY
Wednesday 01
Thursday 02
Friday 17
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Whole School Start of Term
Y8 Parents Evening
Y7 Parents Evening
Bank Holiday
HALF TERM

Y8 HPV girls & boys Immunisation
Y8 HPV girls & boys Immunisation
Y9 HPV girls only Immunisation
Y12 Future Pathways Day
Year 6 Induction Day
Year 6 Induction
End of Term

