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Headteacher’s Message
Spring is finally here and although the weather still has a touch of winter about it, we look forward to the new beginnings that the holy period
of Lent helps us reflect on. Jesus’ resurrection gives our lives new meaning and direction and allows us to start over. Students had the opportunity to celebrate these messages in our lovely Ash Wednesday services and our CAFOD family fast day. As for staff, they enjoyed feasting
on freshly made pancakes cooked by the Leadership team before our 40 days of abstinence began.
In has been a busy past month at St Peter’s. Year 11 will soon be receiving their mock results.
These can be discussed at our progress evening on 26th March. As one year
group finished their mocks, Year 13’s begin. They will be very much in our prayers this week as they prepare for these important exams.

It was great to see so many former students visit us as part of the Careers
Week. We hope to hear from other alumni as we begin to plan our vocations
wall. More information to come on this project later. I hope you enjoy reading
The Pope's Monthly Intentions for
this issue.
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The God who speaks: A Year of the Word.

MARCH

Catholics in China
‘I am the handmaid of the Lord, let it be done to me as We pray that the Church in China may
persevere in its faithfulness to the
you have said’ Luke 1:38
Gospel and grow in unity.

Weekly Mass -The strong parish links that we value as a Catholic School are enhanced by
regular visits from the clergy of our neighbouring parishes.
Holy Mass is celebrated in school on Tuesdays, at 8.25am. All are welcome.
Rosary - Fr John Peyton joins a form group every Friday morning to say the Rosary.
Email us at office@st-peters.solihull.sch.uk
Follow us on twitter
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Shrove Tuesday

Continuing the traditions of Shrove Tuesday, the senior leadership team put on their
aprons, and became chefs, to make pancakes for staff in the morning. The food was well
received, especially as staff had a choice of accompaniments including lemon juice, sugar
and chocolate spread! The photograph below shows staff socialising with each other
whilst eating their pancakes; it was a truly joyous occasion and made a great start to the
Lenten period.

Chaplaincy Team

Connor and Megan had a great time at the Chaplaincy Team Training Day 2 on the 5th of
Feb. The day involved training on public speaking, how to present to others, and how to
build a project. Connor and Megan really impressed when it was their turn to get up in
front of the rest of the group and Mr Court and Ms Rai were very proud!
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Ash Wednesday 26th February and the Start of Lent here at St Peter’s.
Ash Wednesday is one of the most popular and important holy days in the liturgical calendar. Ash Wednesday opens Lent, a season of fasting and prayer.
This important day always takes place 46 days before Easter Sunday, and is chiefly observed by Catholics, although many other Christians observe it too.
Ash Wednesday comes from the ancient Jewish tradition of penance and fasting. The practice includes the wearing of ashes on the head. The ashes are made from blessed palm
branches, taken from the previous year's palm Sunday Mass. The ashes symbolize the dust
from which God made us. As the priest or Deacon applies the ashes to a person's forehead,
he speaks the words: "Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return."
This year Deacon Kevin O’Connor and Deacon Owen Gresty distributed the ashes in school
to nearly 1300 young people and adults. Many thanks for their support and the support of
the local clergy keeping the Catholic Life of our school strong, alive and growing.
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Charity
St Peter’s have once again supported the CAFOD FAMILY FAST DAY on Friday 6th March by
encouraging main school pupils to be loving and compassionate by giving up a treat on
this day and donating the money they save to the collections we had at form time in main
school. There was also a “soup and roll fast” at break time in the staff room and the sixth
form common room with donations going to CAFOD’s work training medical workers in
Zimbabwe. Thank you to all who took part and a special thanks to those parents who
made contributions to the collection at Year 10 Parents Evening and on ParentPay. We are
also very grateful to Tesco Extra in Solihull for the generous donation of 28 boxes of Cup a
Soup!

During Lent, we will be having a food bank collection for Sparkhill food bank in main
school to help those struggling in our local community. The sixth form will be encouraged
to donate toiletries for St Chad’s Sanctuary, an organisation that helps asylum seekers
with the problems they are experiencing as a result of fleeing the dangerous circumstances in their own countries.

The total raised so far is £301.50: collection at form time and Parents Evening £102.20;
Parent Pay £100.00; Soup and roll £99.30. Many thanks!
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Announcing the St Peter’s weather station!
We are officially on the weather map with our new weather station! Located at the front
of school the weather station was up and running in time for storm Ciara!
Anyone can monitor our weather station. Simply click on https://
weathermap.netatmo.com/ and scroll in to Whitefields Road. Year 12 students have been
using the information as part of their learning on microclimates and other young geographers have been busy monitoring the weather station through storm Ciara, Dennis and
Jorge!

We acquired the weather station through a free initiative from the University of
Birmingham and are delighted to be part of this research.
Mrs McHale
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Therapy dog, Lottie

We are looking forward to welcoming Lottie, a therapy dog into the St Peter’s community after the Easter Holidays. She has been selected due to her calm temperament and
hypoallergenic coat which will make her suitable to work in environments with children.
Stickers will be awarded to students on Lottie’s behalf when they are seen carrying out
‘Random acts of kindness’ and anybody seen being especially kind to others will receive
a ‘Be kind!’ sticker. Students will learn about this during form time. Mrs Simmons.
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World Book Day
Massive congratulations to the winners of the story
writing competition. All entries were fantastic and
were a pleasure to read. Congratulations to our winner
Joshua H (Y8) and to our runners up, Rosie S (Y7), Roman B (Y8) and Calan J (Y7). Winners won stationary
supplies to support their creative writing and a copy of
the book with the first line “everything was quiet.”
Here is a snippet from our fantastic young writers:

Joshua – Then I hear glass shatter and a woman scream, a body drop to the floor and
then silence; was it real or was it all in my head?
Rosie – It shrunk back into the shadows, for if it was caught it would be sent back to
where it belonged: not here.
Calan – As I got closer I saw them burning. I could hold it in. I screamed as loud as I
could. It was all quiet.
Roman – I called out to him. Would he remember me? He looked over and a faint smile
appeared on his face.

Prior to ‘World Book Day’, all KS3
classes took part in our annual
Readathon event. All students
read for the entirety of their English lessons for the week to raise
money for Shelter – a local charity
who work relentlessly to achieve
their vision of a safe, secure,
affordable home for everyone.

Thank you to everyone who took part and who raised money for the event. Deadline for
fundraising is Friday 13th March 2020.
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World Book Day
Write the opening of a story inspired by the front cover ‘Binny for Short’. The opening of
the story should end on a cliff hanger and leave the reader asking questions.
Competition: Write the opening of a story – 250 words
Deadline: 20th April 2020
The winner will win a copy of the book along with some goodies to help you with your
creative writing.

Hand all entries to Miss Heslop or your English teacher.
Good luck!

Romeo and Juliet
Immerse yourself in the wonderful world of Shakespeare’s romantic tragedy which
speaks of destiny, chance and fortune all sparked by a historic family feud. Experience
Shakespeare’s ‘Romeo and Juliet’ at the Globe Theatre in London from April 2020. Perfect opportunity for students in year 9 who have studied the play or students in year 8,
who will study the play in their future KS3 journey.
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Shakespeare Studies
Our Year 13 English Literature students, accompanied by Mrs Hutchings and Mr Clinton,
spent a fascinating day at the Shakespeare Birthplace Trust in Stratford-upon-Avon, participating in an ‘Othello’ study day. We benefitted from the insight of the Trust’s resident
research academics and actors, exploring Jacobean society, Shakespeare’s crafting and
the impact of performance choices. It was a wonderful experience for our students to
spend time digging into some new perspectives of this key text, and we are sure it will be
very helpful in their upcoming exams! Ms Hutchings

KS3 Maths Challenge
Our talented Year 7 mathematicians recently took part in the KS3 Mathematics Challenge
competing with schools across the Birmingham Diocese. The challenge, which was held at
St. Edmund Campion School, consisted of several rounds which tested student’s ability to
reason and problem solve as well as their team work and communication. Both teams performed well achieving 80+ points and Team A came second overall a fantastic achievement
for our budding Mathematicians. Mr Compton
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Sports News
Congratulations to our U13 Girls 5-a-side football team who have recently won the Solihull
regional finals of the County Schools Games. The girls defeated Langley, Lyndon, Tudor
Grange & drew with Alderbrook in the process of becoming Solihull Champions. The team
have now qualified to represent South Solihull in the County Finals in April.
The girls were outstanding throughout the tournament & the team consisted of;
Isabelle OD -Year 8
Shahithiya J -Year 8

Nicole M-Year 8
Sophie F-Year 8
Grace H-Year 8
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Careers Spring Term 2
Key Dates
• Week beginning 2nd March: National Careers Week
th
• Week beginning 29 June 2020: Year 10 work experience
th
th
• Wednesday 8 -10 July 2020: Year 12 Future Pathways Days
• June/July 2020: Future Pathways Month – various activities in subject areas linking
the curriculum to careers
th
• Week beginning 13 July 2020: Year 12 work experience
For pupils doing work experience, start looking for placements sooner rather than later!
Visit the School Portal for more information or speak to your tutor or the Careers Team:
Mr Horsfield, Mrs Chander, Mrs Simmons and Mrs Stajka.
Young Professionals Trip
On Tuesday 11th February, we organised a trip to the Young Professionals Industry Event
in Birmingham for 30 sixth form students. The event brought together some of the
world’s biggest employers to give students an immersive experience on what it's like
working within in different types of sectors and hearing direct insights from existing
graduates, apprentices and business professionals. During the day, students had the opportunity to hear from various speakers across the global companies, take part in hands
on workshops and had lots of networking opportunities. Some of the employers attending were as follows: IBM, Lloyds Banking Group, EY, BT, RAF, PWC and many more! The
students enjoyed the workshops and many came away with a better idea of how they
could apply to the various routes available with some of the firms.
Thanks to Mr Horsfield and Mrs Simmons for organising and accompanying the students.

11

Careers cont..
National Careers Week
Students at St Peter’s celebrated National Careers Week (NCW) in school for the whole
week from Monday 2nd March. An overview of what took place is below:

We organised careers assemblies for years 7-12. Year 7 had a great assembly from Mick
O’Brien from HS2. Mick spoke to the students about his own career journey and the
range of careers available with HS2. Year 8 were visited by Robert Elliot from Hogarths
who gave a fantastic presentation about how ‘you should never judge a business by it’s
cover’. He delivered an engaging assembly about the wide variety of careers within the
hospitality sector and about resilience when things are tough and are not going your
way. Years 9, 10 and 11 had assemblies from Sophie Edridge, an entrepreneur who set
up her own consultancy business working with local authorities, charities and the community. Sophie spoke about her personal experiences with mental and physical health
and how those experiences have shaped her career path. Finally, we had ex-pupils Eleanor Cardoza, Kelan Kavanagh and Sean Devenney from Deloitte to speak to Year 12
about careers in finance and the many pathways available with their firm. Thank you to
all our visitors for their informative and engaging assemblies.
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Careers cont..

On Tuesday 3rd March for the sixth form students we organised a ‘Careers Café’ where
students had the opportunity to network with current employers from a variety of organisations over coffee and pastries at break time. Thanks to the visitors who came in to support the Café!
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Careers cont..

As part of NCW2020 our forms (with the help from their tutors) made their careers
pledges: an idea or target for careers for that week. Some of the fantastic pledges made
are below. Thanks to all the form tutors who made their pledges and displayed these in
their form rooms!
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Careers cont.
During form on Friday 5th March, students in Years 7-10 took part in a ‘networking bingo’
activity. The aim for this activity was to encourage students to have careers-focused conversations with each other and learn something about careers. Thanks to the form tutors
who took part in this activity.
Also on Friday, students took part in ‘guess the job’ starters in each of their lessons. The
students were given 5 clues about different jobs and had to try and guess the job from
the clues. The students who managed to guess the job first will be entered into a prize
draw. Good luck to all those who took part and thanks to staff for giving up some of their
lesson time to do the starters.
Overall National Careers Week was fantastic and hopefully students have learned at least
one thing about careers that they didn’t know before, or perhaps they are more aware of
the careers and pathways available to them as a result of the activities this week. Students can evaluate the week by logging on to Start (information below) and completing
the student evaluation on their homepage. Alternatively, they could click on the link below:
Thanks to all staff who helped out and the careers team for organising the events.

Just as a reminder of what else is going on in the Careers Department this year:
Start - This year, we have invested in Start www.startprofile.com which is an online careers platform designed to connect pupils with their future pathways. The aim of Start
is to give every pupil all of the information they might need for whatever pathway
they want to pursue. Throughout their time at St Peter’s, we will be encouraging pupils to records any Careers Encounters they have on Start. Examples of careers encounters are: meeting/visiting an employer on a trip or in school, through work experience or something they have organised themselves outside of school, or perhaps a
one-to-one meeting with their form tutor or our Careers Advisor, Mrs Stajka. All pupils
have been or will be issued a logon for Start via their form tutor and throughout the
year, will get the opportunity to swap into a computer room during form to work
through some of the information available. We would strongly encourage all pupils
(in Years 11-13 especially) to logon to Start as soon as possible and begin to fill in
their profiles. Start is available on all computers, laptops, tablets and smartphones!
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Careers cont.
Pathway CTM – a social enterprise with a mission to improve the employability, career
prospects and lives of school leavers. Year 12 and 13 Pupils are reminded to complete the
survey on www.pathwayctm.com in order to register with Pathway.

Registration Steps:
To register, go to the website: http://www.pathwayctm.com
Click on Students Register Here and enter the password path19 (all lowercase).
Complete a short survey. (This is where you can express your sector interests
and your preferences for when you leave school – the survey should take less
than 4 minutes to complete.)

Aspire Academy – a programme designed to help young people thrive when they enter
the job market. We have already scheduled workshops focused around Careers and Enterprise skills with Aspire Academy, which will be starting this half term. They will also be involved with our Year 11 and Year 12 Careers Events.

Year 9 have started their IAG meetings to start their discussions regarding their plans
for next year’s options choices. Remember you have lots of options available to you so
consider everything before making your decisions.
We now have a St Peter’s Careers Twitter account – follow us and see the fantastic
work and events we are doing with the students @StPetersCareer
We are always aiming to improve our careers events with feedback from students,
parents and employers. Please take the time to give us feedback on our Careers work
in school by filling in a quick survey on any recent careers events:
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/careersstudents https://
www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/careersparents https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/
r/careeremployees
The Careers Team – Mr Horsfield, Mrs Chander, Mrs Simmons, Mrs Przyrodzki
& Mrs Stajka
16

Berlin and Krakow History Trip
During the February half term, 25 Year 12 students visited Berlin and Krakow. Following a
very early start of 2am, when the coach departed school for London Luton, the group flew
to Berlin where they embarked on a very thorough tour of the city. Friday focused on Berlin under the Nazis where activities included a visit to the Topography of Terror Museum, a
World War II Bunker, the Reichstag, the Olympic Stadium and Memorial to the murdered
Jews of Europe. On the Saturday, visits included the site of the Wansee Conference, the
Cecilienhof Palace where the Potsdam Conference was held and a museum focusing on
German resistance to the Nazis. On Sunday, the focus was on Berlin during the Cold War.
Visits to Checkpoint Charlie, the Berlin Wall Memorial, the Palace of Tears and a former
Stasi Prison allowed for a very interesting day. Following dinner, the group boarded an
overnight coach to Krakow where they had the opportunity to explore this most interesting
and beautiful of Polish cities. The most poignant part of the trip was a visit to Auschwitz,
where a moving guided tour of the gas chambers and prison blocks really brought home
the scale of the horrors perpetrated by the Nazis during World War II. The final day involved a meeting with a survivor of the Holocaust, which was incredibly interesting and a
tour of the Galicia Jewish Museum. There were some breaks from the History on the evenings where Ten Pin Bowling and Karaoke were on the agenda. The visit was a huge success, and the students were a credit to the school, their families and the members of staff
who accompanied them. Thanks to Mr Court, Miss Hallett and Mr Williams.
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Science
Science beyond the Spec!
We have been actively encouraging students in all year groups to explore science that will
help their understanding or extend their thinking beyond the classroom.
Biology Olympiad
We were thrilled with the performance of 6th Form students in the International Biology
Olympiad. All 5 did well against the 9520 students that took part in the competition from
668 schools worldwide.
Dylan and Daniella were Commended for their score, Ameera and Mikolaj were Highy
Commended and Grace secured a Bronze Award. She was only one mark off the silver and
may attend the awards ceremony in London next month.
Between March 10th and 31st we will also be entering the national competition for Year 9
and 10 Biologists – we hope they can echo the success of their colleagues.
Salters Festival of Chemistry
We have a small team of Year 9 students taking part in this hands on competition at Birmingham University next month – we wish them luck and hope they get to experience a
small taste of life as an Undergraduate Chemist. They will be submitting a report in the
next newsletter. Later in the year, a team of Year 7 and 8 students will have the same opportunity – ask your science teacher if you would like to be considered as one of our
school representatives.

18

Design and Technology
Calling all students in year 7 & 8: Mrs Sanders will be running an after school club from 34pm every Tuesday. Come along to the workshop where you can start by making your own
personalised ruler.
A huge thank you to Alfie W & Eva R in Year 9 for supporting other pupils in the workshop;
they have been a great peer leaders.
Year 11 coursework catch up will be continuing until half term - make sure you use this
time to finalise any outstanding work.
Recommended revision guides for year 10 available from amazon; most of them are free
delivery:
Revision cards

Revision guide

Pocket posters book with free app

Year 8 have made some fantastic speakers in the wood workshop that they should be very
proud of.
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Calling all ex students!!
Do you know any ex Peter’s students who deserve
recognition?
This may be because of sporting achievements, charity
work or professional success.

The staff are putting together a vocations wall. The
idea is we will display a photograph (maybe one now
and one then!?) and also a short description about
what he/she is doing now. We want to use the past
generations of St Peter’s students to inspire the current and future generations.

Please contact Mr Clinton, Deputy Head, if you would
like to nominate someone. You can send your nominations to Mr Clinton by emailing him at this address:
clintonc@st-peters.solihull.sch.uk
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Drama
An evening of entertainment
On Thursday 27th February, an expectant audience of proud parents, excited friends and
enthusiastic teachers were wowed by a series of superb drama performance.
20% of the drama GCSE is made up of individual or group performances. The audience
were privileged to watch the fruits of hours of hard work and practice. Year 11s memorised huge chunks of text from ‘The Women Who Cooked Her Husband’, ‘Find Me’ and
‘BU21’ and added their own interpretations when they brought the lines to life on stage.
All 12 students were superb and many played a variety of roles.
Thank you so much for Miss Matthews and Ms Rai for their care, expertise and professionalism in empowering these talented students to perform so well.
We look forward to seeing these prodigies on the stage or on our screens in the near future.
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Advice
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Key Calendar Dates for Parents 2020
Spring Term 2020
MARCH
Thursday 26
APRIL
Friday 03

Year 9 & 11 Progress Evening
End of Term

Summer Term 2020
APRIL
Monday 20
Thursday 23
Thursday 30
MAY
Friday 08
Monday 25th May
to
Friday 29th May
JUNE
Thursday 04
Friday 05
Monday 08
Monday 22
Monday 29
JULY
Wednesday 01
Thursday 02
Friday 17

Start of Term
Y8 Parents’ Evening
Y7 Parents’ Evening
Bank Holiday
HALF TERM

Y8 HPV girls & boys Immunisation
Y8 HPV girls & boys Immunisation
Y9 HPV girls only Immunisation
Y12 Future Pathways Day
Y12 Induction Day
Year 6 Induction Day
Year 6 Induction Day
End of Term
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