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2022-2023 Year 9 Curriculum and Assessment Plan for Geography 

 

The curriculum and assessment of pupils at this stage of education has been carefully designed to engage, enthuse and promote deep learning of geography, and to inspire pupils’ curiosity and fascination about the world and its people that will 

remain with them for the rest of their lives. 

 

Half Term 1:  what is the future of our planet? 

 

All pupils will know: 

The conditions, processes, characteristics and 

interactions of how physical environments and 

human activities cause climate change. Pupils 

will study a range of physical and human causes 

and a range of impacts. Pupils will be introduced 

to the different types of mitigation and 

adaptation to help combat the influence of 

climate change. 

 

All pupils will be assessed by: 
Regular knowledge quiz starters, recalling prior 

knowledge to build new key knowledge and 

skills. 

Formative assessments regularly through the 

topic with a summative assessment at the end. 

 

Impact- Why do we teach this? 

To acquire basic knowledge of one of our most 

important ongoing global challenges. It’s vital for 

our students to be presented with the facts of 

what is happening to our planet to enable them 

to analyse a range of evidence and sources. It’s 

a widely reported global issue so even more 

important to provide our students the skills to 

independently review global climate change 

 

Subject specific skills 

being developed: 

● Global/local 

places 

● Knowledge of 

climate 

change causes 

● Understanding 

of the impacts 

● Develop 

knowledge of 

how to 

mitigate and 
adapt 

Half Term 2: can we ever know enough about earthquakes 

and volcanoes to live safely? 

 

All pupils will know: 

Knowledge and understanding of global distribution of 

volcanoes and earthquakes. Understanding the key 

processes involved in plate tectonic theory. 

They will know key global tectonic maps and the 

relationship between tectonic boundaries and where 

earthquakes and volcanoes occur. 

Develop key map and atlas skills of places in the world 

impacted by these hazards. Develop knowledge of specific 

natural disasters that have taken place and how people 
have been impacted. 

 

All pupils will be assessed: 

Regular knowledge quiz starters, recalling prior knowledge 

to build new key knowledge and skills. 

Formative assessments regularly through the topic with a 

summative assessment at the end. 

 

Impact - Why do we teach this? 

To acquire the basic global knowledge of key causes of 

earthquakes and volcanoes. Be aware of how humans 

interact with their environments and manage living with 

these hazards. Developing key knowledge of certain places 

and how people cope and live. 

Subject specific skills 

being developed: 

● Place 

● Maps 

● Knowledge of 

tectonic theory 

● Understanding 

how people 

interact with 

hazards 

● Evaluate how 

places manage 

living with these 
hazards. 

Half Term 3:  what are the opportunities and challenges 

facing Africa? 

 

All pupils will know: 

Key aspects of the physical and human geography of 

Africa at different scales, Africa’s colonial history, some of 

the challenges facing the continent and some of the 

opportunities to develop and change 

 

All pupils will be assessed: 

Regular knowledge quiz starters, recalling prior knowledge 

to build new key knowledge and skills. 

Formative assessments regularly through the topic with a 

summative assessment at the end. 

 

Impact - Why do we teach this? 

To provide pupils with knowledge of a major world 

continent. They will develop an understanding of how 

Africa’s past has shaped its present, an understanding of 

large global biomes such as hot deserts, specifically looking 

at the Sahel region and how population change, and 

urbanisation has created many opportunities and 

challenges within the continent. They will celebrate different 

cultures of Africa and develop analysis and evaluation skills 

when looking into the changing relationship between Africa 

and the wider world, particularly China. Pupils can apply 

their prior knowledge to this regional study. 
 

Subject specific skills 

being developed: 

● Place 

knowledge 

● Features of 

Africa 

● Climate graph 

analysis 

● Evaluating 

opportunities 

and challenges. 

● Analysing 

conflict 

Reading Skills needed 

for this unit: 

Interpreting source 
information. 

Reading maps 

 

Key Vocabulary:  

Climate change 

Solar output 

Eccentricity 

Fossil fuels 

Deforestation 

Mitigation 

Adaptation 

Reading Skills needed for 

this unit: 

Interpreting source 
information. 

Reading maps 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

Tectonic theory 

Plate boundary 

Destructive 

Conservative 

Constructive 

Shield 

Composite 

Tsunami 

Reading Skills needed 

for this unit: 

Interpreting source 
information. 

Reading maps 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

Berlin conference; 

colonialism; slavery, 

desertification; 

imperialist; migrate; 

urbanisation; push and 

pull factors. 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● Numeracy 

● PSHE 

● English 

● Science  

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● Numeracy 

● PSHE 

● Science 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● History 

● Numeracy 

● PSHE 

● English 

Half Term 4: HIC case study: why is the USA an 

important country? 

 

All pupils will know: 

Key aspects of the physical and human 

geography of the USA at different scales, some 

of the challenges facing the country such as 

natural hazards (hurricanes, wildfires) and some 

of the opportunities to develop and change. The 

USA’s relationship with the wider world. 

 

 

Subject specific skills 

being developed:  

● Place 

knowledge 

● Features of USA 

● Climate graph 

analysis 

● Evaluating 

opportunities 

and 

challenges. 

● Analysing 

conflict  

Half Term 5: is the geography of Russia a curse or benefit? 

 

 

All pupils will know: 
What Russia is like, the physical landscape, climate and 

natural environment of Russia, how Russia’s physical 

geography has influenced its human geography and how 

important Russia is to the world. 

 

 

 

 

Subject specific skills 

being developed: 

● Place knowledge 

● Features of Russia 

● GIS interpretation 

● Analysis of 

information 

sources 

● Evaluation of 

viewpoints 

● Decision-making 

Half Term 6:  why is the Middle East an important world 

region? 

 

All pupils will know:  

Where the Middle East region is located, what countries make 

up the region, the physical landscape of the Middle East, the 

human geography of the region, examples of conflict and 

controversy in the Middle East and how important the region 

is to the world.  

 

 

 

Subject specific skills 

being developed:  

● Place knowledge 

● Features of 

Middle East 

● Analysis & 

evaluation of 

issues 

● Debating & 

decision-making 
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All pupils will be assessed: 

Regular knowledge quiz starters, recalling prior 

knowledge to build new key knowledge and 

skills. 

Formative assessments regularly through the 

topic with a summative assessment at the end. 

 

 

Impact - Why do we teach this? 

To provide pupils with knowledge of a major HIC. 

This allows comparison to be made with other 

areas previously studied such as Brazil (y7), Asia 

(y8) and Africa (y9) and forthcoming units on 

Russia and the Middle East. This regional study 

enables pupils to apply key ideas taught in other 

units such as the future of our planet to a 

different context. Pupils will build upon their skills 

of analysis, evaluation and synoptic ability to 

‘think like a geographer’. 

 

Reading Skills needed 

for this unit: 

Interpreting source 

information. 

Reading maps 

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

HIC, hurricanes, 

wildfires, tectonic 

activity, prediction, 

planning, preparation, 

protection, perception, 

mitigation, adaption, 

fatalism, climate 

change, urbanisation, 

inequality, fossil fuels, 

sustainability, world 

power, globalisation. 

   

All pupils will be assessed: 

Regular knowledge quiz starters, recalling prior knowledge 

to build new key knowledge and skills. 

Formative assessments regularly through the topic with a 

summative assessment at the end. 

 

 

 

Impact - Why do we teach this? 

To provide pupils with knowledge of a major HIC so they 

can understand the role geopolitics plays in the 

relationships between countries of the world. This regional 

study allows pupils to compare issues between previous 

areas studied and apply key ideas taught in other units 

such as ‘weather and climate’. Pupils will continue to 

develop their understanding of the enquiry approach 

which underpins the subject. 

Reading Skills needed for 

this unit: 

Interpreting source 

information. 

Reading maps 

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary: 
Arctic; Arctic Circle; 
continental climate; 
demographics; exclusive 
economic zone (EEZ); 
Greenpeace; indigenous; 
permafrost; plain; population 
density; sea ice; taiga; tundra 

 

All pupils will be assessed: 

Regular knowledge quiz starters, recalling prior knowledge to 

build new key knowledge and skills. 

Formative assessments regularly through the topic with a 

summative assessment at the end. 

 

 

 

Impact- Why do we teach this? 

This unit introduces the concept of a region. It allows pupils to 

apply concepts covered in earlier units, such as economy and 

trade, natural resources, climate, development, population 

change and distribution, migration and plate tectonics.  The 

Middle East is of major world importance and is often in the 

news. It is important that pupils understand the reasons for 

this. The unit explores the complex nature of the region’s 

ethnic population distribution, the significance of oil, 

contrasting levels of development and the ongoing conflicts and 

wars. Pupils will continue to develop their geographical 

enquiry skills to enable them to ‘think like geographers’. 

 

Reading Skills needed 

for this unit: 

Interpreting source 

information. 

Reading maps 

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary: 
Region, desalination; 

diversifying; forced 

migration region; 

refugees; Mediterranean 

climate.  

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● Numeracy 
● PSHE 

● Science 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● Numeracy 
● Science 

● History 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● Numeracy 
● Science 

● History 

● PSHE 

Ensuring this curriculum meets the needs of all pupils: this curriculum has been designed to ensure pupils from all starting points will develop the key curriculum skills and knowledge identified. The curriculum design ensures that each unit forms part of the overall learning journey and there are 

opportunities for revisiting skills and linking together key pieces of knowledge. Whole Academy policies and practices are fo llowed to tailor the delivery of the curriculum for individuals and groups of students. For example SEND students have individual learning profiles that outline 

needs/strategies to be used, Whole group RIPs are in place to identify key teaching strategies that will be used with individual teaching groups. Ongoing formative assessment and clear summative assessment points allow individual staff and departments to identify misconception and 

adjust curriculum appropriately.    

Enrichment opportunities:  

● Topics provide a variety of enrichment opportunities. In topic one there is the opportunity for collaborative work on raising awareness for the impacts of climate change, and how we can develop strategies to ensure St Peter’s becomes a carbon neutral school. 

Career opportunities/ links:  

• Regular career links are made in Geography, especially using our careers board and helping to bring topics to life. 

 


