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2022-2023 Year 8 Curriculum and Assessment Plan for Geography 

The curriculum and assessment of pupils at this stage of education has been carefully designed to engage, enthuse and promote deep learning of geography, and to inspire pupils’ curiosity and fascination about the world and its people that will 

remain with them for the rest of their lives. 

 

Half Term 1:  why are rivers important? 

 

All pupils will know: 

the water cycle and drainage basin processes, 

how river processes – erosion, transportation, 

deposition – create fluvial landscapes, how rivers 

change along their long and cross profiles, how 

people use rivers, human and physical factors 

which cause rivers to flood and how river 

flooding can be managed. 

All pupils will be assessed by: 

Regular knowledge quiz starters, recalling prior 

knowledge to build new key knowledge and 

skills. 

Formative assessments regularly through the 

topic with a summative assessment at the end 

 

Impact- Why do we teach this? 

To acquire basic knowledge of one of our most 

important physical features. To develop 
knowledge of the world and UK rivers. Also 

provide knowledge of the key features that form 

and develop the skills to explain the key 

processes. They will develop knowledge of river 

flooding and an understanding of the physical 

and human causes. They will build an 

understanding of how flooding can be managed 

by humans.  They will apply their knowledge and 

understanding to interpret, analyse and evaluate 

information from a variety of rivers. 

 

 

Subject specific skills 

being developed: 

● Global/local 

rivers 

● Knowledge of 

key features & 

flooding 

● Understanding 

of key 

processes  

● Understanding 

how to 

manage 

flooding. 

● Deepen map 

skills  

Half Term 2: what happens where the land meets the sea? 

 

All pupils will know: 

The importance of the coastline for people, how erosion, 

deposition and transportation create and change coastal 

landforms, the importance of geology in shaping the coast, 

how cliffs are weathered and the need for, and impact of, 

coastal management strategies. 

All pupils will be assessed: 

Regular knowledge quiz starters, recalling prior knowledge 

to build new key knowledge and skills. 

Formative assessments regularly through the topic with a 

summative assessment at the end 

 

Impact - Why do we teach this? 

To provide pupils with knowledge of a major world physical 

environment. They will develop knowledge of why they are 

so important and how places on the coast have 

developed. They will develop knowledge of key 

geographical processes and learn the skills to explain key 
physical landforms 

Subject specific skills 

being developed: 

● Features of 

coasts 

● Key geographical 

processes 

● Evaluating 

coastal 

defences. 

● Analysing conflict 

on the coast 

Half Term 3:  how are populations changing? 

 

All pupils will know: 

the global distribution of population, and location of the 

world’s major cities, the impact of population change, the 

population control strategies in HICs and LICs, the decisions 

people make to migrate, and the issues associated with 

youthful and ageing populations. 

All pupils will be assessed: 

Regular knowledge quiz starters, recalling prior knowledge 

to build new key knowledge and skills. 

Formative assessments regularly through the topic with a 

summative assessment at the end 

 

Impact - Why do we teach this? 

This unit introduces important human geography concepts 

that will be applied to future topics: population change, 

population distribution, the Demographic Transition Model, 

population pyramids, population control, migration types, 

migration model, world population movements, 
urbanisation, and the impact of urbanisation on a city. 

Pupils will use a wide range of geographical data to 

investigate these concepts. Pupils’ OS map skills are 

progressed comparing modern-day and historical OS maps, 

as well as maps at different scales.  

Subject specific skills 

being developed: 

● Knowledge of 

global 

population 

distribution & 

change 

● Key 

geographical 

processes  

● Evaluating 

government 

strategies 

● Analysing 

population issues 

& conflict 

● Deepen map 

skills 

● Interpretation of 

DTM, migration 

model & 

population 

pyramids.  
Reading Skills needed 

for this unit: 

Interpreting source 

information. 

Reading maps 

Key Vocabulary:  

surface run-off; 

throughflow; 

groundwater flow; 

watershed; abrasion; 

attrition; hydraulic 

action; corrosion; 

transported; deposition; 

long profile; cross-

profile; V-shaped 

valley; interlocking 
spurs; waterfall; gorge; 

meander; flood plain; 

ox-bow lake; Bradshaw 

model 

Reading Skills needed for 

this unit: 

Interpreting source 

information. 

Reading maps 

Key Vocabulary: 

coastlines; hard and soft 

engineering; erosion; 

corrosion (solution); 

hydraulic action; 

longshore drift; wave cut 

platforms; cliffs; 

headland; bay; beach; 

spit; bars; caves; arches; 

stacks; stumps; sediment; 

material; pebbles; 
groynes; sea walls; 

revetments; rip-rap/rock 

armour; beach 

replenishment; 

sustainability; 

Reading Skills needed 

for this unit: 

Interpreting source 

information. 

Reading maps 

Key Vocabulary: 

birth rate; census; death 

rate population; 

Demographic Transition 

Model; forced migrants; 

industrialisation; 

immigrant; migration; 

migrant; overpopulated; 

population distribution; 

population pyramids; 

push and pull factors; 
natural 

increase/decrease; 

refugees; rural to urban 

migration; 

underpopulated; 

urbanisation; voluntary 

migrants. 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● Numeracy 

● PSHE 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● Numeracy 

● PSHE 

● Art 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● Numeracy 

● PSHE 
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Half Term 4: what is an economy? 

 

All pupils will know: 

the geographical terms and ideas – economy, 

trade, ports, globalisation, containerisation and 

economic sectors, the classification of jobs into 

economic sectors, the economic systems at a 

variety of scales, how economies evolve through 

time, how places are interconnected and 

interdependent through trade and the impact of 

economic activities on the environment 

 

All pupils will be assessed: 

Regular knowledge quiz starters, recalling prior 

knowledge to build new key knowledge and 

skills. 

Formative assessments regularly through the 

topic with a summative assessment at the end 

 

 

Impact - Why do we teach this? 

To provide pupils with knowledge of economic 

systems, trade, and globalisation, which will 

underpin later units. Pupils will develop skills to 

evaluate the factors which have led to 

increased world trade and globalisation. They will 

apply their knowledge and understanding to 

interpret, analyse and evaluate information from 

a variety of countries and sectors. 

 

 

 

Subject specific skills 

being developed:  

● Economic 

geography 

● Key processes 

● Evaluating 

conflict / issues 

such as 

globalisation 

● Deepen map 

skills & graph 

interpretation.  

Half Term 5: what is development? 

 

All pupils will know: 

the definition of development, different ways to measure 

development and compare countries, to understand 

where and why inequality occurs, and the actions taken by 

individuals, governments, and communities to aid 

development 

 

 

All pupils will be assessed: 

Regular knowledge quiz starters, recalling prior knowledge 

to build new key knowledge and skills. 

Formative assessments regularly through the topic with a 

summative assessment at the end 

 

 

Impact - Why do we teach this? 

To acquire the basic global knowledge of key economic 

impacts of jobs and their role in the development of 

countries, building on knowledge from the previous unit. To 

apply this knowledge to the global issues of inequality 

(food, water, poverty, health) and to develop knowledge 

about the role of population in a country's development. 

Pupils will acquire the skills to interpret statistics, websites, 

choropleth maps and the development compass rose to 

investigate patterns of development at different scales.  

Subject specific skills 

being developed: 

● Place 

● Map 

● Knowledge of 

employment 

sectors 

● Understand the 

link between 

economy and 

jobs 

Half Term 6:  how is Asia being transformed? 

 

All pupils will know:  

the location of Asia and its countries, the key features of 

Asia’s physical landscape, climate, environments, 

population distribution and economy. They will know 

aspects of the physical and human geography of India, 

China, and Nepal. 
 

 

All pupils will be assessed: 

Regular knowledge quiz starters, recalling prior knowledge 

to build new key knowledge and skills. 

Formative assessments regularly through the topic with a 

summative assessment at the end 

 

 

Impact- Why do we teach this? 

To acquire knowledge of the diversity of one of the world’s 

most important continents, where pupils apply their prior 

understanding of key concepts introduced in previous units 
to investigate Asia. Pupils will study the region at a range of 

scales from the global to the local to expand their place 

knowledge and help them to ‘think like a geographer’.  

 

Subject specific skills 

being developed:  

● Place 

knowledge of 

Asia 

● Connections 

between human 

& physical 

geography in 

Asia’s 

development 

● Deepen map 

skills 

Reading Skills needed 

for this unit: 

Interpreting source 

information. 

Reading maps 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

economy; employment 

sectors; manufacturing; 

service; employment 

structure; arable; 

pastoral; mixed; market 
gardens; profit; 

disposable income; 

Industrial Revolution; 

native; trade; imports; 

exports; balance of 

trade; transnational; 

multinational 

companies; 

globalisation; markets; 

labour intensive.  

Reading Skills needed for 

this unit: 

Interpreting source 

information. 

Reading maps 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

Development; extreme 

poverty; quality of life; 

GNI; GNI per capita; 

choropleth map; Human 

Development Index (HDI); 
life expectancy; 

sustainability; ecological 

footprint; Industrial 

Revolution; gender 

inequality; child bride; 

international aid; bilateral 

aid; United Nations; 

Sustainable Development 

Goals. 

 

 

Reading Skills needed 

for this unit: 

Interpreting source 

information. 

Reading maps 

 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

continent; monsoon; 

flood; transboundary 

water; UNICEF; 

deforestation; biome; 
adaptation; population 

pyramid; diverse; Silicon 

Valley; census data; 

urbanisation; megacities; 

migrating; rural; urban 

interdependent; 

infrastructure; 

manufacturing; trade; 

slum; bottom-up 

approaches.  

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● Numeracy 

● PSHE 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● Numeracy 

● PSHE 

● Science 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● Numeracy 

● PSHE 

● Science 

● History 

Ensuring this curriculum meets the needs of all pupils: this curriculum has been designed to ensure pupils from all starting points will develop the key curriculum skills and knowledge identified. The curriculum design ensures that each unit forms part of the overall learning journey and there are 

opportunities for revisiting skills and linking together key pieces of knowledge. Whole Academy policies and practices are fo llowed to tailor the delivery of the curriculum for individuals and groups of students. For example SEND students have individual learning profiles that outline 

needs/strategies to be used, Whole group RIPs are in place to identify key teaching strategies that will be used with individual teaching groups. Ongoing formative assessment and clear summative assessment points allow individual staff and departments to identify misconception and 

adjust curriculum appropriately.    

Enrichment opportunities:  

● Topics provide a variety of enrichment opportunities. There is the opportunity to visit a local river (topic 1) and Cadbury’s World (topic 4). Also, opportunities to raise awareness of deforestation and development issues in Asia. 

Career opportunities/ links:  

• Regular career links are made in Geography, especially using our careers board, and helping to bring topics to life. 

 


