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2022-2023 Year 7 Curriculum and Assessment Plan for Geography 

 

The curriculum and assessment of pupils at this stage of education has been carefully designed to engage, enthuse and promote deep learning of geography, and to inspire pupils’ curiosity and fascination about the world and its people 
that will remain with them for the rest of their lives. 

 

Half Term 1:  What is a geographer? 

 

All pupils will know: 

What physical and human geography are and 

be able to provide examples. 

They will know key global, national, regional and 

local places, being able to provide examples of 

each. 

Develop key map skills, learning grid references, 

scale, direction, map symbols and how height is 

shown on OS maps. Using local OS maps to bring 

maps to life in the local area 

 

All pupils will be assessed by: 

Regular knowledge quiz starters, recalling prior 

knowledge to build new key knowledge and 

skills. 

Formative assessments regularly through the 

topic with a summative assessment at the end 

 

Impact- Why do we teach this? 

To acquire the basic global, national, regional, 

and local place knowledge to help know where 

we are in the world. Develop the basic map skills 

that we can build on throughout the students' 
geography journey. 

 

Subject specific skills 

being developed: 

● Place 

● Map 

● Physical / 

Human 

Geography 

Half Term 2: What is the UK like?  

 What is Earth’s Story? 

 

All pupils will know:                                                                       

What is the UK like?                                                                       

Where is the UK in the world and Europe? What are the 

human and physical features of the UK? Where do people 

in the UK come from? How well off are people in the UK? 

What is Earth’s Story?                                                             

How was the Earth formed? How did life develop on Earth? 

What are geological timescales? What happened in the 

ice age? What is the Solar System? 

 

 

All pupils will be assessed: 

Regular knowledge quiz starters, recalling prior knowledge 

to build new key knowledge and skills. 

Formative assessments regularly through the topic with a 

summative assessment at the end 

 

 

Impact - Why do we teach this? 

To acquire basic knowledge of our most important human 

and physical features including urban and rural areas 

upland and lowland areas, and river systems in the UK at a 

national scale. Earth Story enables pupils to acquire 

knowledge of the ever-changing history of the planet to 

enable them to understand the ‘bigger picture ‘at a global 

scale.  Pupils will develop skills to explain processes and 

sequencing; chronologically organise events and make 

decisions. 

 

Subject specific skills 

being developed: 

● Knowledge of 

key features 

● Understanding 

key processes 

involved 

● Deepen map 

skills  

Half Term 3:  How does ice change the world? 

 

All pupils will know: 

Why the world’s distribution of ice varies through time, how 

erosion, deposition and transportation create and change 

landforms, how people use glacial landforms and why 

scientists investigate changing glaciers. They will be able to 

compare OS maps with aerial and ground-level photos to 

identify glacial landforms and use OS maps to draw cross-

sections to show glacial features. 

 

All pupils will be assessed: 

Regular knowledge quiz starters, recalling prior knowledge 

to build new key knowledge and skills. 

Formative assessments regularly through the topic with a 

summative assessment at the end 

 

 

Impact - Why do we teach this?  

To acquire basic knowledge of one of our most important 

physical features. To provide knowledge of how ice has 

changed global and UK landscapes through time and 

develop the skills to explain the key processes, Pupils will 

further develop geographical map skills and subject specific 

terminology. They will apply their knowledge and 
understanding to interpret, analyse and evaluate 

information from a variety of polar regions to show the 

impact of climate change.  

Subject specific skills 

being developed: 

● Knowledge of 

key glacial 

features 

● Understanding 

key processes 

involved 

● Deepen map 

skills and photo 

interpretation.  
Reading Skills needed 

for this unit: 

Interpreting source 

information. 

Reading maps 

Key Vocabulary:  

Physical geography 

Human geography 

Environment 

Continents 

Grid reference 

Latitude 

Longitude 

Scale 

Symbols 

Contours 

 

Reading Skills needed for 

this unit: 

Interpreting source 

information. 

Reading maps 

Key Vocabulary: 

Upland 

Lowland 

Coastal areas 

Rivers 

Evolution 

Adaption 

Extinction 

Geological timescale 

Eon Era Period 

Land bridge 

Migration 

Solar system 

Reading Skills needed 

for this unit: 

Interpreting source 

information. 

Reading maps 

Key Vocabulary: 

Abrasion; arête; corrie; 

crevasses; drumlins; 

erratics; fjords; glacier; 

glacial till; glaciologist; 

hanging valley; ice age; 

ice cores; ice sheet; 

lateral moraine; medial 

moraine; meltwater; 

misfit river; plucking; 

pyramidal peak; ribbon 

lake; snout; striations; 

tarn; terminal moraine; 
truncated spur; U-

shaped valley; zone of 

ablation; zone of 

accumulation 

 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● Numeracy 

● PSHE 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● Numeracy 

● Science 

● History 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● Numeracy 

● Science 
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Half Term 4: How do we use our planet as a 

natural resource? 

 

All pupils will know: 

 the different elements that make up our planet 

and how they interact, how rocks and soils form 

and their importance to life, what are biomes 

and how people use the Earth’s natural 

resources such as water, oil and energy supplies, 

and the difference between renewable and 

non-renewable resources. Pupils will know the 

geographical concept of sustainability. 

 

 

All pupils will be assessed: 

Regular knowledge quiz starters, recalling prior 

knowledge to build new key knowledge and 

skills. 

Formative assessments regularly through the 

topic with a summative assessment at the end 

 
 

Impact - Why do we teach this?                           

This provides an important building block for 

pupils to deepen their understanding of the 

planet. They will understand how the spheres of 

our planet interact and are interdependent. 

Several key physical geography concepts are 

introduced – types of rock, weathering, soil, and 

biome formation. The concept of sustainability, 

renewable and non-renewable resources are 

also introduced. These key concepts will be 

further progressed throughout all key stages. 

Pupils will develop skills to communicate views 

about the need to use natural resources 

sustainably, using new geographical terminology. 

Subject specific skills 

being developed:  

● Knowledge of 

how different 

spheres 

interact 

● Understanding 

of key 

processes 

involved 

● Deepen map 

skills  

Half Term 5:  Why is Brazil an important country? 

 

 

All pupils will know:  

that Brazil is a typical NEE with distinctive characteristics, its 

location within South America and the wider world, key 

aspects of its physical geography including the importance 

of the Amazon rainforest ecosystem and the Amazon river, 

key aspects of its human geography including inequality in 

urban and rural areas, un-contacted Amazon tribes, the 

Matis tribe and rural-urban migration. Pupils will know the 

importance of Brazil on a global and regional scale. 

 

 

All pupils will be assessed: 

Regular knowledge quiz starters, recalling prior knowledge 

to build new key knowledge and skills. 

Formative assessments regularly through the topic with a 

summative assessment at the end 

 

 
Impact- Why do we teach this? 

To provide pupils with knowledge of a major NEE which can 

be compared with the UK in year 7, and other global areas 

such as Asia in year 8, and Africa, the USA, Russia, and the 

Middle East in year 9. They will develop an understanding of 

the Amazon tropical rainforest as a major global biome and 

why such areas are under threat and how they can be 

managed sustainably in the future. Pupils will develop 

analysis and evaluation skills when exploring urban issues in 

Rio de Janeiro as well as migration across Brazil. 

 

 

 

Subject specific skills 

being developed: 

● Features of Brazil 

● Climate graph 

analysis 

● OS map / GIS 

interpretation 

● Analysing 

deforestation 

● Evaluating urban 

issues 

● Decision-making   

Half Term 6:  What is weather & climate?                                           

 

All pupils will know:  

the difference between weather and climate, the basic 

principles, processes and patterns of weather and climate, 

the characteristic features of depressions and anticyclones, 

understand how weather affects our daily lives and how the 

weather is measured, recorded, and forecast. Pupils will 

develop geographical skills so they can use the synoptic 

code, weather charts and satellites to analyse weather 

patterns, interpret and draw climate graphs, and conduct a 

geographical enquiry to identify patterns of weather for 

their home area for a week. 

 

 

 

All pupils will be assessed: 

Regular knowledge quiz starters, recalling prior knowledge 

to build new key knowledge and skills. 

Formative assessments regularly through the topic with a 

summative assessment at the end 

 

 

Impact- Why do we teach this? 

To provide pupils with a basic knowledge and 

understanding of the world's weather / climate and how it 

varies. It’s important to understand how we measure this 

and the difference between weather and climate. This will 

continue to build on the key geographical terminology and 

skills to continue to help them ‘think like a geographer’. 

Subject specific skills 

being developed:  

● Features of 

weather 

● Map skills of 

weather 

● Surviving 

extreme 

weather 

● Fieldwork / 

enquiry skills 

Reading Skills needed 

for this unit: 

Interpreting source 

information. 

Reading maps 

Key Vocabulary: 
atmosphere, 

hydrosphere, 

biosphere, lithosphere.  

natural resources; 

renewable; non-

renewable; geologists; 

igneous, sedimentary, 
metamorphic, freeze-

thaw, chemical & 

biological weathering; 

porous; impermeable; 

soil profile; biome; 

sustainability.  

Reading Skills needed for 

this unit: 

Interpreting source 

information. 

Reading maps 

Key Vocabulary: 

HIC – high income 

country 

NEE - newly emerging 

economy 

LIC – low-income country 

Urbanisation 

Inequality 
Rural-urban migration 

Push/Pull factor 

Shanty town 

Slums of hope / despair 

Biome 

Humid 

Structure: emergent 

canopy under-canopy 

shrub layers adaption 

nocturnal  

Un-contacted tribes 

Deforestation 

Sustainability 

 

 

Reading Skills needed 

for this unit: 

Interpreting source 

information. 

Reading maps 

Key Vocabulary: 

Weather 

Climate 

Microclimate 

Relief rainfall 

Convection rainfall 

Frontal rainfall 

High pressure 
Low pressure 

Anticyclone 

Depression 

Synoptic charts  

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● Numeracy 

● Science 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● Numeracy 

● Science 

● PSHE 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● Numeracy 

● Science 

Ensuring this curriculum meets the needs of all pupils: this curriculum has been designed to ensure pupils from all starting points will develop the key curriculum skills and knowledge identified. The curriculum design ensures that each unit forms part of the overall learning journey and there are 

opportunities for revisiting skills and linking together key pieces of knowledge. Whole Academy policies and practices are fo llowed to tailor the delivery of the curriculum for individuals and groups of students. For example SEND students have individual learning profiles that outline 

needs/strategies to be used, Whole group RIPs are in place to identify key teaching strategies that will be used with individual teaching groups. Ongoing formative assessment and clear summative assessment points allow individual staff and departments to identify misconception and 

adjust curriculum appropriately.    

Enrichment opportunities:  

● Topics provide a variety of enrichment opportunities. There is the possibility of visiting the natural history museum in London and undertaking local fieldwork activities (microclimate surveys) to help pupils ‘think like a geographer’.  

Career opportunities/ links:  

• Regular career links are made in Geography, especially using our careers board, and helping to bring topics to life. For example, we investigate the work of glaciologists and geologists in the spring term. 

 


