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2022-2023 Year 12 Curriculum and Assessment Plan for Geography 

 

The curriculum and assessment of pupils at this stage of education has been carefully designed to engage, enthuse and promote deep learning of geography and develop pupils into inquisitive, thoughtful and independent learners: 

 

Half Term 1:  Coastal Systems & Landscapes / 

Contemporary Urban Environments 

 

All pupils will know: 

In coastal systems & landscapes students will 

focus on coastal zones as dynamic systems with 

inputs, processes and outputs which create 

distinctive landscapes. They will know how 

change affects such systems (climate change, 

sea-level change) and how such change can be 

managed by human populations to reduce the 

risk of flooding and erosion.  

In contemporary urban environments students 

will know how urban growth and change can 

present significant economic, environmental and 

social challenges for human populations, and 

how such challenges are addressed in 

contrasting areas of the world. 

 

All pupils will be assessed by: 

Regular knowledge quiz starters, recalling prior 

knowledge to build new key knowledge and 

skills. 

Formative assessments regularly through the 

topic with a summative assessment at the end. 

 

 

Impact- Why do we teach this? 

Coastal systems help students understand the 

systems approach which underpins physical 

geography, builds upon concepts introduced at 

key stages 3 / 4, links to water & carbon cycles 

and addresses issues of climate change which 

affects such environments. 

Contemporary urban environments give students 

the opportunity to appreciate human diversity 

and develop awareness and insight into 

questions of opportunity, equity and 

sustainability. 

Students will develop and exercise skills of 

observations, measurement, geospatial 

mapping, data manipulation and statistical skills, 

including those associated with fieldwork. 

 

Subject specific skills 

being developed: 

● Knowledge of 

coasts & urban 

systems 

● Place studies 

● Data 

manipulation 

● Geospatial 

mapping 

● Statistical 

analysis 

● Skills of 

observation, 

measurement 

● Fieldwork   

Half Term 2: Coastal Systems & Landscapes / Contemporary 

Urban Environments 

 

All pupils will know: 

In coastal systems & landscapes students will focus on 

coastal zones as dynamic systems with inputs, processes 

and outputs which create distinctive landscapes. They will 

know how change affects such systems (climate change, 

sea-level change) and how such change can be 

managed by human populations to reduce the risk of 

flooding and erosion.  

In contemporary urban environments students will know 

how urban growth and change can present significant 

economic, environmental and social challenges for human 

populations, and how such challenges are addressed in 

contrasting areas of the world. 

 

 

 

All pupils will be assessed: 

Regular knowledge quiz starters, recalling prior knowledge 

to build new key knowledge and skills. 

Formative assessments regularly through the topic with a 

summative assessment at the end. 

 

 

 

Impact - Why do we teach this? 

Coastal systems help students understand the systems 

approach which underpins physical geography, builds 

upon concepts introduced at key stages 3 / 4, links to water 

& carbon cycles and addresses issues of climate change 

which affects such environments. 

Contemporary urban environments give students the 

opportunity to appreciate human diversity and develop 

awareness and insight into questions of opportunity, equity 

and sustainability. 

Students will develop and exercise skills of observations, 

measurement, geospatial mapping, data manipulation 

and statistical skills, including those associated with 

fieldwork 

Subject specific skills 

being developed: 

● Knowledge of 

coasts & urban 

systems 

● Place studies 

● Data 

manipulation 

● Geospatial 

mapping 

● Statistical analysis 

● Skills of 

observation, 

measurement 

● Fieldwork  

Half Term 3:  Water & Carbon Cycles / Contemporary Urban 

Environments 

 

All pupils will know: 

In water & carbon cycles students will know the major stores 

of water & carbon and the dynamic cyclical relationships 

associated with them. They will appreciate the magnitude 

and significance of the cycles at a variety of scales, their 

relevance to wider geography and their central importance 

for human populations.  

In contemporary urban environments students will know how 

urban growth and change can present significant 

economic, environmental and social challenges for human 

populations, and how such challenges are addressed in 

contrasting areas of the world. 

 

 

 

 

All pupils will be assessed: 

Regular knowledge quiz starters, recalling prior knowledge 

to build new key knowledge and skills. 

Formative assessments regularly through the topic with a 

summative assessment at the end. 

 

 

 

Impact - Why do we teach this? 

Students acquire knowledge of water and carbon cycles, 

which are major elements in the natural environment and 

understanding them is fundamental in many aspects of 

physical geography. This unit builds upon key concepts 

taught throughout key stages 3 and 4. 

Contemporary urban environments give students the 

opportunity to appreciate human diversity and develop 

awareness and insight into questions of opportunity, equity 

and sustainability. 

Students will develop and exercise skills of observations, 

measurement, geospatial mapping, data manipulation and 

statistical skills, including those associated with fieldwork 

Subject specific skills 

being developed: 

● Knowledge of 

water / carbon 

cycles & urban 

systems 

● Place studies 

● Data 

manipulation 

● Geospatial 

mapping 

● Statistical 

analysis 

● Skills of 

observation, 

measurement 

● Fieldwork   
Reading Skills needed 

for this unit: 

Interpreting source 

information. 

Reading maps 

 

Key Vocabulary:  

Open / closed systems, 

dynamic equilibrium, 

sub-aerial processes, 

marine processes, 

lithology, structure, 

concordant, 

discordant, isostatic / 

eustatic change, 

sediment cells, ICZMs, 

urbanisation, 

suburbanisation, post-

modern, gentrification, 

sustainability, SUDS, 

urban heat island, 

venturi effect, 

inequality, social 

cohesion, segregation. 

 

Reading Skills needed for 

this unit: 

Interpreting source 

information. 

Reading maps 

 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

Open / closed systems, 

dynamic equilibrium, sub-

aerial processes, marine 

processes, lithology, 

structure, concordant, 

discordant, isostatic / 

eustatic change, 

sediment cells, ICZMs, 

urbanisation, 

suburbanisation, post-

modern, gentrification, 

sustainability, SUDS, urban 

heat island, venturi effect, 

inequality, social 

cohesion, segregation. 

 

Reading Skills needed 

for this unit: 

Interpreting source 

information. 

Reading maps 

 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

Open / closed / 

cascading systems, 

dynamic equilibrium, 

stores, transfers, fluxes, 

outputs, magnitude, 

sequestration, mitigation, 

adaption, urbanisation, 

suburbanisation, post-

modern, gentrification, 

sustainability, SUDS, 

urban heat island, 

venturi effect, inequality, 

social cohesion, 

segregation. 

 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● Mathematics 

● Science 

● English 

● History 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● Mathematics 

● Science 

● English 

● History 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● Mathematics 

● Science 

● English 

● History 
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Half Term 4: Water & Carbon Cycles / Changing 

Places 

 

All pupils will know: 

In water & carbon cycles students will know the 

major stores of water & carbon and the dynamic 

cyclical relationships associated with them. They 

will appreciate the magnitude and significance 

of the cycles at a variety of scales, their 

relevance to wider geography and their central 

importance for human populations.  

In changing places students will focus on 

people’s engagement with places, their 

experience of them, and understand how they 

change and develop overtime. They will study 

two contrasting places – near and distant – to 

enable this.  

 

All pupils will be assessed: 

Regular knowledge quiz starters, recalling prior 

knowledge to build new key knowledge and 
skills. 

Formative assessments regularly through the 

topic with a summative assessment at the end. 

 

 

Impact - Why do we teach this? 

Students acquire knowledge of water and 

carbon cycles, which are major elements in the 

natural environment and understanding them is 

fundamental in many aspects of physical 

geography. This unit builds upon key concepts 

taught throughout key stages 3 and 4. 

In changing places students acquire knowledge 

that helps them understand how their own lives 

and those of others are affected by continuity 

and change in the nature of places, which are of 

fundamental importance to their lives.  

Students will develop and exercise skills of 

observations, measurement, geospatial 

mapping, data manipulation and statistical skills, 

including those associated with fieldwork 

 

 

Subject specific skills 

being developed:  

● Knowledge of 

water / carbon 

cycles & 

changing 

places 

● Place studies 

● Data 

manipulation 

● Geospatial 

mapping 

● Statistical 

analysis 

● Skills of 

observation, 

measurement 

● Fieldwork   

Half Term 5: Water & Carbon Cycles / Changing Places 

 

All pupils will know: 

In water & carbon cycles students will know the major stores 

of water & carbon and the dynamic cyclical relationships 

associated with them. They will appreciate the magnitude 

and significance of the cycles at a variety of scales, their 

relevance to wider geography and their central 

importance for human populations.  

In changing places students will focus on people’s 

engagement with places, their experience of them, and 

understand how they change and develop overtime. They 

will study two contrasting places – near and distant – to 

enable this.  

 

 

 

 

All pupils will be assessed: 

Regular knowledge quiz starters, recalling prior knowledge 

to build new key knowledge and skills. 
Formative assessments regularly through the topic with a 

summative assessment at the end. 

 

 

 

Impact - Why do we teach this? 

Students acquire knowledge of water and carbon cycles, 

which are major elements in the natural environment and 

understanding them is fundamental in many aspects of 

physical geography. This unit builds upon key concepts 

taught throughout key stages 3 and 4. 

In changing places students acquire knowledge that helps 

them understand how their own lives and those of others 

are affected by continuity and change in the nature of 

places, which are of fundamental importance to their lives.  

Students will develop and exercise skills of observations, 

measurement, geospatial mapping, data manipulation 

and statistical skills, including those associated with 

fieldwork 

 

Subject specific skills 

being developed: 

● Knowledge of 

water / carbon 

cycles & 

changing places 

● Place studies 

● Data 

manipulation 

● Geospatial 

mapping 

● Statistical analysis 

● Skills of 

observation, 

measurement 

● Fieldwork  

Half Term 6:  NEA Fieldwork techniques / Changing Places 

 

All pupils will know:  

The key principles in planning, undertaking and producing a 

fieldwork project based on the enquiry approach which 

underpins the subject, involving data collection, 

presentation, analysis and evaluation to arrive at reasoned 

conclusions. Students will carry out fieldwork in both physical 

and human geography to embed these ideas. 

In changing places students will focus on people’s 

engagement with places, their experience of them, and 

understand how they change and develop overtime. They 

will study two contrasting places – near and distant – to 

enable this.  

 

 

 

 

All pupils will be assessed: 

Regular knowledge quiz starters, recalling prior knowledge 

to build new key knowledge and skills. 
Formative assessments regularly through the topic with a 

summative assessment at the end. 

 

 

 

Impact- Why do we teach this? 

Students develop and exercise fieldwork skills to produce 

their NEA fieldwork investigation, which contributes towards 

their final grade and gives them essential experience to 

complete future dissertations.  

In changing places students acquire knowledge that helps 

them understand how their own lives and those of others 

are affected by continuity and change in the nature of 

places, which are of fundamental importance to their lives.  

Students will develop and exercise skills of observations, 

measurement, geospatial mapping, data manipulation and 

statistical skills, including those associated with fieldwork 

 

Subject specific skills 

being developed:  

● Knowledge of 

fieldwork & 

changing 

places. 

● Place studies 

● Data 

manipulation 

● Geospatial 

mapping 

● Statistical 

analysis 

● Skills of 

observation, 

measurement 

● Fieldwork o 

Reading Skills needed 

for this unit: 

Interpreting source 

information. 

Reading maps 

 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

Open / closed / 

cascading systems, 

dynamic equilibrium, 

stores, transfers, fluxes, 

outputs, magnitude, 

sequestration, 

mitigation, adaption, 

locality, locale, 

absolute / relative 

locations, endogenous, 

exogenous, 

topography, 

experienced / media 

places, meaning and 

representation.  

Reading Skills needed for 

this unit: 

Interpreting source 

information. 

Reading maps 

 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

Open / closed / 

cascading systems, 

dynamic equilibrium, 

stores, transfers, fluxes, 

outputs, magnitude, 

sequestration, mitigation, 

adaption, locality, locale, 

absolute / relative 

locations, endogenous, 

exogenous, topography, 

experienced / media 

places, meaning and 

representation. 

 

 

 

Reading Skills needed 

for this unit: 

Interpreting source 

information. 

Reading maps 

 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

Risk assessment, 

sampling, quantitative, 

qualitative, footnotes, 

referencing, collection, 

presentation, analysis, 

evaluation, locality, 

locale, absolute / 

relative locations, 

endogenous, 

exogenous, topography, 

experienced / media 

places, meaning and 

representation. 

  

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● Mathematics 

● Science 

● English 

● History 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● Mathematics 

● Science 

● English 

● History 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● Mathematics 

● Science 

● English 

● History 

Ensuring this curriculum meets the needs of all pupils: this curriculum has been designed to ensure pupils from all starting points will develop the key curriculum skills and knowledge identified. The curriculum design ensures that each unit forms part of the overall learning journey and there are 

opportunities for revisiting skills and linking together key pieces of knowledge. Whole Academy policies and practices are followed to tailor the delivery of the curriculum for individuals and groups of students. For example SEND students have individual learning profiles that outline 

needs/strategies to be used, Whole group RIPs are in place to identify key teaching strategies that will be used with individual teaching groups. Ongoing formative assessment and clear summative assessment points allow individual staff and departments to identify misconception and 

adjust curriculum appropriately.    

Enrichment opportunities:  

● Human & physical geography fieldwork opportunities: Birmingham City Centre, Stratford Road, Aberystwyth  

Career opportunities/ links: Regular career links are made in Geography, especially using our careers board and helping to bring topics to life. 
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