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2022-2023 Year 10 Curriculum and Assessment Plan for Geography 

 

The curriculum and assessment of pupils at this stage of education has been carefully designed to engage, enthuse and promote deep learning of geography and develop pupils into inquisitive, thoughtful and independent learners: 

 

Half Term 1:  Natural Hazards and Challenges 

 

All pupils will know: 

Location knowledge of countries with different 

levels of hazards and challenges experienced. 

Students study tectonic and atmospheric 

hazards, global patterns and specific case 

studies. 

They will know key global responses to these 

hazards and the challenge of managing them. 

Learning about the causes, impacts and 

responses to climate challenges as well. With a 

specific focus on a UK flood event. 

 

 

All pupils will be assessed by: 

Regular knowledge quiz starters, recalling prior 

knowledge to build new key knowledge and 

skills. 

Formative assessments regularly through the 

topic with a summative assessment at the end 

 

 

Impact- Why do we teach this? 

To acquire detailed global knowledge of key 
natural hazards facing different parts of the 

world. Understanding the different types of 

hazards and how they impact different countries. 

Developing knowledge and skills about places 

the students may live and work in. 

 

Subject specific skills 

being developed: 

● Place 

● Map 

● Knowledge of 

tectonic and 

atmospheric 

hazards 

● Understand 

how people 

are impacted 

by these 

hazards 

● Being able to 

categorise 

between 

social, 

economic and 

environmental 

impacts and 

management 

strategies 

Half Term 2:  Natural Hazards and Challenges 

 

All pupils will know: 

Location knowledge of countries with different levels of 

hazards and challenges experienced. Students study 

tectonic and atmospheric hazards, global patterns and 

specific case studies. 

They will know key global responses to these hazards and 

the challenge of managing them. Learning about the 

causes, impacts and responses to climate challenges as 

well. With a specific focus on a UK flood event. 

 

 

 

 

All pupils will be assessed: 

Regular knowledge quiz starters, recalling prior knowledge 

to build new key knowledge and skills. 

Formative assessments regularly through the topic with a 

summative assessment at the end 

 

 

 

Impact - Why do we teach this? 

To acquire detailed global knowledge of key natural 
hazards facing different parts of the world. Understanding 

the different types of hazards and how they impact 

different countries. Developing knowledge and skills about 

places the students may live and work in. 

Subject specific skills 

being developed: 

● Place 

● Map 

● Knowledge of 

tectonic and 

atmospheric 

hazards 

● Understand how 

people are 

impacted by 

these hazards 

● Being able to 

categorise 

between social, 

economic and 

environmental 

impacts and 

management 

strategies  

Half Term 3: Living World  

 

All students will know: 

Focus on the opportunities and challenges of living in 

tropical rainforests and deserts. It also explores plant and 

animal adaptations as well as management strategies to 

cope with a changing natural world. 

They will know key global ecosystem issues. Learning about 

key opportunities and challenges of living in rainforests and 

deserts looking at specific global places. 

Develop key map and atlas skills and link to career 

opportunities. 

 

 

 

All students will be assessed: 

Regular knowledge quiz starters, recalling prior knowledge 

to build new key knowledge and skills. Formative 

assessments regularly through the topic with a summative 

assessment at the end. 

 

 

 

Impact - Why do we teach this? 

To provide students with knowledge on the global and 
national issues of living in extreme environments. We will 

develop the geographical skills of helping students further 

develop analysis and evaluation skills. It’s important for 

students to have knowledge of the challenges and 

opportunities facing people living in different parts of the 

globe. 

Subject specific skills 

being developed: 

● Challenging 

environments 

● Analysis of 

plant/animal 

adaptations 

● Development of 

a variety of 

places  

● Analysis of 

opportunities 

and challenges 

Reading Skills needed 

for this unit: 

Interpreting source 

information. 

Reading maps 

 

Key Vocabulary:  
Tectonic theory 

Destructive plate 

boundary 

Constructive plate 

boundary 

Conservative plate 

boundary 

Monitoring 

Planning 

Prediction 

Atmospheric 

Tropical storm 

Climate change 

Adaptation 

Mitigation 

Reading Skills needed for 

this unit: 

Interpreting source 

information. 

Reading maps 

 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

Tectonic theory 

Destructive plate 

boundary 

Constructive plate 

boundary 

Conservative plate 

boundary 

Monitoring 

Planning 

Prediction 

Atmospheric 

Tropical storm 

Climate change 

Adaptation 

Mitigation 

Reading Skills needed 

for this unit: 

Interpreting source 

information. 

Reading maps 

 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

Ecosystem 

Biome 

Biodiversity 

Opportunities 

Challenges 

Adaptation 

Economic 

Social 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● Numeracy  

● PSHE 

● Literacy 

● Science 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● Numeracy  

● PSHE 

● Literacy 

● Science 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● Numeracy 

● Literacy 

● Science 
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Half Term 4: Living World  

 

All students will know: 

Focus on the opportunities and challenges of 

living in tropical rainforests and deserts. It also 

explores plant and animal adaptations as well as 

management strategies to cope with a 

changing natural world. 

They will know key global ecosystem issues. 

Learning about key opportunities and challenges 

of living in rainforests and deserts looking at 

specific global places. 

Develop key map and atlas skills and link to 

career opportunities. 

 

 

All students will be assessed: 

Regular knowledge quiz starters, recalling prior 

knowledge to build new key knowledge and 

skills. 

Formative assessments regularly through the 
topic with a summative assessment at the end. 

 

 

 

Impact - Why do we teach this? 

To provide students with knowledge on the 

global and national issues of living in extreme 

environments. We will develop the geographical 

skills of helping students further develop analysis 

and evaluation skills. It’s important for students to 

have knowledge of the challenges and 

opportunities facing people living in different 

parts of the globe. 

  

Subject specific skills 

being developed:  

● Challenging 

environments 

● Analysis of 

plant/animal 

adaptations 

● Development 

of a variety of 

places  

● Analysis of 

opportunities 

and 

challenges 

Half Term 5: Physical Landscapes of the UK  

 

All students will know: 

Focus on the key UK physical landscapes of rivers and 

coasts. They will know key processes involved in creating 

these key features. Learning about key dangers caused by 

these physical landscapes. Learning how humans manage 

these dangers with specific case studies within the UK. 

Develop key map and atlas skills and link to career 

opportunities. Students will be able to recognise these 

features on a map. 

 

 

 

 

 

All students will be assessed: 

Regular knowledge quiz starters, recalling prior knowledge 

to build new key knowledge and skills. 

Formative assessments regularly through the topic with a 

summative assessment at the end. 
 

 

 

 

Impact - Why do we teach this? 

To provide students with knowledge of the key UK physical 

landscapes, providing students with some awe and wonder 

of the beauty of the UK and an interest in these places. We 

will develop the geographical skills of helping students 

further develop analysis and evaluation skills. It’s important 

for students to have knowledge of how these landscapes 

are managed, this could impact on where they live or go 

on holiday in future years. 

This will continue to build the key geographical terminology 

and skills to continue to help them ‘think like a geographer’. 

  

Subject specific skills 

being developed: 

● UKs physical 

landscapes 

● Analysis of how 

erosion and 

depositional 

features occur 

● Development of 

key geographical 

terminology 

● Analysis of how 

humans manage 

these landscapes 

Half Term 6:  Physical Landscapes of the UK 

 

All pupils will know:  

Focus on the key UK physical landscapes of rivers and 

coasts. They will know key processes involved in creating 

these key features. Learning about key dangers caused by 

these physical landscapes. Learning how humans manage 

these dangers with specific case studies within the UK. 

Develop key map and atlas skills and link to career 

opportunities. Students will be able to recognise these 

features on a map. 

 

 

 

 

 

All pupils will be assessed: 

Regular knowledge quiz starters, recalling prior knowledge 

to build new key knowledge and skills. 

Formative assessments regularly through the topic with a 

summative assessment at the end 
 

 

 

 

Impact- Why do we teach this? 

To provide students with knowledge of the key UK physical 

landscapes, providing students with some awe and wonder 

of the beauty of the UK and an interest in these places. We 

will develop the geographical skills of helping students 

further develop analysis and evaluation skills. It’s important 

for students to have knowledge of how these landscapes 

are managed, this could impact on where they live or go on 

holiday in future years. 

 This will continue to build the key geographical terminology 

and skills to continue to help them ‘think like a geographer’ 

Subject specific skills 

being developed:  

● UKs physical 

landscapes 

● Analysis of how 

erosion and 

depositional 

features occur 

● Development of 

key 

geographical 

terminology 

● Analysis of how 

humans 

manage these 

landscapes 

Reading Skills needed 

for this unit: 

Interpreting source 

information. 

Reading maps 

 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

Ecosystem 
Biome 

Biodiversity 

Opportunities 

Challenges 

Adaptation 

Economic 

Social  

Reading Skills needed for 

this unit: 

Interpreting source 

information. 

Reading maps 

 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

Hydraulic action 
Abrasion 

Attrition 

Corrosion 

Solution 

Traction 

Saltation 

Suspension 

Hard engineering 

Soft engineering 

Weathering 

Mass movement 

 

 

Reading Skills needed 

for this unit: 

Interpreting source 

information. 

Reading maps 

 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

Hydraulic action 
Abrasion 

Attrition 

Corrosion 

Solution 

Traction 

Saltation 

Suspension 

Hard engineering 

Soft engineering 

Weathering 

Mass movement  

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● Numeracy 

● Literacy 

● Science 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● Numeracy 

● Literacy 

● Science 

● Art 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● Numeracy 

● Literacy 

● Science 

● Art 

Ensuring this curriculum meets the needs of all pupils: this curriculum has been designed to ensure pupils from all starting points will develop the key curriculum skills and knowledge identified. The curriculum design ensures that each unit forms part of the overall learning journey and there are 

opportunities for revisiting skills and linking together key pieces of knowledge. Whole Academy policies and practices are fo llowed to tailor the delivery of the curriculum for individuals and groups of students. For example SEND students have individual learning profiles that outline 

needs/strategies to be used, Whole group RIPs are in place to identify key teaching strategies that will be used with individual teaching groups. Ongoing formative assessment and clear summative assessment points allow individual staff and departments to identify misconception and 

adjust curriculum appropriately.    

Enrichment opportunities:  

● Fieldwork opportunities including visit to Birmingham City Centre (urban studies) and Carding Mill Valley (fluvial studies). 

Career opportunities/ links: Regular career links are made in Geography, especially using our careers board and helping to bring topics to life. 

 


