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2022-2023 Year 7 Curriculum and Assessment Plan for English 

 

The curriculum and assessment of pupils at this stage of education has been carefully designed to  

Half Term 1:  Evolution of the English language 

 

All pupils will know:  

• How the language we use to 

communicate has evolved over time.   

• How the English language has been 

influenced and incorporates other 

languages 

• How stories including ‘Beowulf’ and ‘The 

Canterbury Tales’ have shaped  

 

 

All pupils will be assessed by: 

Regular knowledge Quizzes 

 

 

Impact- Why do we teach this? 

This unit provides students with an interesting 

opportunity for them to reflect upon how they 

communicate. Students are encouraged to 

explore the impact each addition to English 

language has had on the way we currently 

communicate. 

Subject specific skills being 

developed: 

Reading for understanding 

Summary writing  

Half Term 2: Myths & Legends 

 

All pupils will know: 

• How the conventions of storytelling were 

established  

• How and why different Greek stories  

• How to write creatively applying different 

strategies to their work 

 

All pupils will be assessed: 

Knowledge tests 

Original, creative writing tasks using an image as a 

stimulus 

 

Impact - Why do we teach this? 

This unit will enable students to extend their 

understanding of origin stories. They will explore 

many stories which hold cultural significance in 

many of the texts and resources they will 

encounter throughout their lives including those 

studied at GCSE.  In addition they will develop 

their own individual writing voice by applying a 

range approaches to enable them to write 

accurately, fluently, effectively and at length. 

Subject specific skills 

being developed: 

● Writing with 

deliberate intent 

to describe 

● Amending writing 

to improve 

coherence 

Half Term 3:  Introduction to Shakespeare 

 

All pupils will know: 

• The cultural and historical significance Shakespeare 

has played in shaping literature 

• The common dramatic and writing techniques 

found in many of the plays written by Shakespeare 

• The conventions and motifs found within the 

tragedy genre with particular focus on the play 

‘Othello’ 

All pupils will be assessed: 

Framed analytical writing 

Knowledge Tests 

 

 

Impact – Why do we teach this? 

This unit provides students with an excellent grounding of 

Shakespeare’s life, his work and the impact that he had 

upon literature. Students will look at the genres of his work 

and be able to explore how Shakespeare both adheres to 

and deviates from classic traditional conventions. As a key 

component to both GCSE and A-level study this unit will 

enable to students to learn the foundational skills reader for 

more complex analysis in later years. 

Subject specific skills 

being developed: 

● Explain/ analyse 

writers’ methods 

● Synthesis of 

explicit and 

implicit ideas 

Reading Skills needed for this 

unit: 

Identifying explicit ideas 

Skimming information 

Summarising key details 

 

Key Vocabulary:  

Borrowing 

Standardisation 

Semantic change 

Morality tale 

 

Reading Skills needed for 

this unit: 

• Reading for 

meaning 

•  

 

Key Vocabulary: 

Myth 

Legend 

Tradition 

Narrative 

 

Reading Skills needed for 

this unit: 

Reading for 

understanding 

Summary writing 

Analytical writing 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

Genre; conventions; 

tragedy, comedy, 

character, plot 

Opportunity for cross-curricular 

skill development 

● History 

● MFL 

● Computer Science 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● Art 

● History 

● MFL 

● PSHE 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● History 

● RE 

● PSHE 

Half Term 4: Introduction to Shakespeare 

 

All pupils will know: 

• The conventions and motifs found within 

Shakespearean genres focussing on 

comedy and history plays. 
• How  

• Understand how different types of 

characters are written with a focus on 

female characters across his plays. 

 

All pupils will be assessed: 

 

 

Impact - Why do we teach this? 

 

 

Subject specific skills being 

developed: 

● Explain/ analyse writers’ 

methods 

● Synthesis of explicit and 

implicit ideas 

Half Term 5 & 6: Class Novel ‘Northern Lights’ 

 

All pupils will know: 

• How a text has been constructed in order to engage the audience.  

• How the text adheres to or, at times, deviates from its conventions 

 
All pupils will be assessed: 

Knowledge Tests 

Analytical Writing 

Descriptive Writing  

 

Impact - Why do we teach this? 

This topic will bring together every topic we have studied this year with students exploring the 

techniques, methods and ideas found in a complete text.  Many of the themes and ideas found 

earlier in the course alongside the taught analytical skills  

 

Subject specific skills being developed: 

● Reading for meaning 

● Identify explicit and implicit information 

● Close analytical skills including awareness of language and 

structural devices 

Reading Skills needed for this 

unit: 

Reading for understanding 

Summary writing 

Analytical writing 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

Genre; conventions; tragedy, 

comedy, character, plot 

Reading Skills needed for this unit: 

● Explain/ analyse writers’ methods 

● Synthesis of explicit and implicit ideas 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

Character, structure, narrative, description, genre,  
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 Opportunity for cross-curricular 

skill development 

● History 

● RE 

● PSHE 

Opportunity for cross-curricular skill development 

● History 

● Drama 

● Art 

● RE 

● PSHE 

Ensuring this curriculum meets the needs of all pupils: this curriculum has been designed to ensure pupils from all starting points will develop the key curriculum skills and knowledge identified. The curriculum design ensures that each unit forms part of the overall learning journey and there are 

opportunities for revisiting skills and linking together key pieces of knowledge. Whole Academy policies and practices are fo llowed to tailor the delivery of the curriculum for individuals and groups of students. For example SEND students have individual learning profiles that outline 

needs/strategies to be used, Whole group RIPs are in place to identify key teaching strategies that will be used with individual teaching groups. Ongoing formative assessment and clear summative assessment points allow individual staff and departments to identify misconception and 

adjust curriculum appropriately.    

Enrichment opportunities:  

● Theatre Trips to see texts studied or performances which support the themes, ideas and age of the students studying 

● Creative Writing Clubs 

Career opportunities/ links:  

The study of English develops a range of cross-curricular skills which may be useful in a wide range of professions and further education, such as: 

● Analysis 

● Communication 

● Creativity 

● Organising and presenting information/ideas 

● Reading 

Writing for different purposes and audiences 

 


