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   St. Peter’s Catholic School 
High standards of attainment within an ethos of care and respect 

 Faith is Our Foundation 

December 2019                                                                       Catholic Pupil Profile  Focus: faith filled and hopeful 

Headteacher’s Message 

As the end of term is nearly here, I would like to take this              

opportunity to thank all our families for the support we have re-

ceived this term. In preparation for Christmas many pupils have 

had confessions and all year groups have had an Advent Mass. 

The Sixth Form joined the congregation at St Augustine’s Church 

on Friday morning for their Mass. As ever, the support we have  

had from our local clergy has enabled our children to live out the catholic pupil profile. 

Our Advent Carol Concert was, once again, a lovely evening of music, carols and readings. 

Last week Year 11 had the opportunity to attend ‘Taster sessions’ in the Sixth Form and 

hear all about apprenticeships.  

On Thursday 12th December, Years 10—13 had the opportunity to 

vote in our mock election, this was co-ordinated by Miss Hallett and 

the A level ‘Government and Politics’ students. The results were not 

the same as those nationally! 

This half-term we were ‘faith filled and hopeful’ ; on return in the New 

Year we will strive to be ‘Intentional and Prophetic.’ 

Wishing you a very happy and holy  

  Christmas and a peaceful New Year 

Email us at office@st-peters.solihull.sch.uk  

Follow us on twitter  

Weekly  Mass -The strong parish links that we value as a Catholic School are  enhanced by 

regular visits from the clergy of our neighbouring parishes.  

Holy Mass is celebrated in school on Tuesdays, at 8.25am. All are welcome. 

Rosary - Fr John Peyton joins a form group every Friday morning to say the 

Rosary.  
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Charity 

Every year we are very proud to support Anawim, a Women’s Centre that provides a ho-
listic service to women across Birmingham. This Christmas, Year 13 students and staff 
purchased a bumper load of presents for Mothers and their children who find them-
selves in challenging conditions. The presents will be distributed on Wednesday 18th De-
cember– thank you to all those involved.  

 

Mrs Simmons and Mrs Ibrahim-Vijaya.  
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Charity 

As part of our Advent charity period, pupils in all  year groups were asked to contribute 

to the Mary’s Meals Backpack Appeal. Every form group was asked to put together a 

backpack of items which would be sent to children in Africa. It was wonderful to see how 

the pupils and form tutors got involved and we were delighted that over 60 backpacks 

were donated for this fantastic charity. A huge thank you to everyone involved.           

Miss Hallett. 
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Charity 

Lights, Rudolph, Santa! 
 
Students wore a plethora of Christmas jumper delights on Monday 16th December to raise 
funds for the SIFA Fireside in Digbeth. SIFA Fireside's Drop In is the main access point for 
support and services for vulnerably housed and homeless adults in Birmingham.  Visitors 
to the Drop In are able to access food, showers and clothing as well as a range of support 
services dealing with physical and mental health and different aspects of everyday well-
being. The daily Drop In service provides 100 clothing parcels, 400 showers and over 3,000 
meals each month. To support this charity the Sixth Form was lit up with flashing jumpers 
and various Santa poses as so many of our Sixth Form students joined in to raise money. 
Thank you to all of those students who wore their jumpers and contributed to this worth 
while cause. It will make such a difference this Christmas to those who are vulnerable and 
homeless.   
 
Mrs McHale 
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Advent Carol Concert 

 

Students have been extremely busy this half term preparing for the annual Advent Carol 

Concert. The evening was a huge success and showed just how talented our pupils are! 

Thank you to all who helped and to the family and friends who came along to support the 

event. Have a fantastic, restful Christmas!  

Miss Lucas 

 

 



7  

History 

Y9 National Memorial Arboretum History Trip 

 

November 2019 

 

100 Y9s had the opportunity to visit the National Memorial Arboretum, Alrewas to learn 

more about how we remember those who have died in conflicts. We particularly focused 

on those who had died in World War 1. Pupils took part in a lesson in the learning centre, 

where they pieced together evidence about four different experiences of war. Pupils got 

to dress up and present their findings. For the rest of the day, pupils wrapped up warm to 

do a guided tour of the 150 acre site. There are over 300 memorials commemorating 

people ranging from soldiers to medical professionals to victims of terrorism. It was a 

thought-provoking tour. Pupils took part in a short remembrance service, laying a wreath 

and reading. Pupils have returned with a heightened understanding of the impact of war 

and have had the opportunity to reflect upon how we can learn from the mistakes of the 

past. 

Mrs Ferry 
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Design and technology  

Year 9 & 10 pupils have been supporting the future of Design and Technology by testing 

out some electronics. They have been building LED, Speaker and USB lighting circuit 

boards to help prepare future projects within D&T. Watch this space! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 7 have completed their rings made from copper 

and aluminium. These beautiful rings have been made 

independently in the metal workshop. 
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Design and Technology—Food  

Year 9 have been getting ready for Christmas by baking Christmas cake in empty food tins 
and decorating. A perfect handmade Christmas present. 

 

Mrs Morris-Walcott 
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Computer Science 

    Year 9 Computer Science Cadbury World trip 

 

42 year 9 students went to visit Cadbury World in Bournville. The students took part in 

the Cadbury World tour which included lots of ‘chocolatey’ activities. They were able to 

learn about the history of Cadbury’s and the influence that they’ve had on the local area 

They finished the day off by taking part in a talk which fo-

cused on how Cadbury’s use computers to help market 

their brand. This included looking at software they have 

developed to gather customer data, how they use social 

media to market their brand and how they analyse data 

gathered to decide on the popularity of brands. They also 

learned about different technologies used such as QR 

scanners and interactive digital displays. 

The day allowed the students to get an insight into the 

many ways that computers influence industry on a daily 

basis. This kind of insight will help some of the students 

with any decisions regarding their future pathways and 

give them better understanding of the opportunities avail-

able to anyone who studies computer science.  

Throughout the day all the students were excellent am-

bassadors for the school and also asked some very inter-

esting and probing questions. As well as stocking up on 

lots of chocolate ready for Christmas! 

 

Mr Branson 
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Business 

  

 

Mr Dhillon’s Year 13 and Year 10 Business classes took part in the ‘Global Entrepre-

neurship’ Week initiative in November. Mr Dhillon had formed a challenge for each of 

his classes to research and recommend either a realistic product to celebrate the 

launch of a new decade, a new idea/product that addresses health problems faced by 

young people or a new idea/product that increases the success rate of students exam 

performance. 

It was rewarding to see the preparation and commitment shown by all students who 

had successfully researched, evaluated and presented their ideas in a mature and pro-

fessional manner. All students benefited from this real life simulation, which allowed 

each of them to effectively utilize their Business knowledge. Winning team of 2019, 

goes to a group of Year 13, 

 

 that consisted of Joseph O’Riordan, 

Hayden Frogatt, David Connolly, Cal-

lum Lynch, Gabriel Maloney and 

Giancarlo Vinti. Well done to all en-

trepreneurs of St. Peter’s School!  

Mr Dhillion 
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English 

Our year 7s embarked on their first theatre trip since arriving at St Peter’s and saw The 
Crescent Theatre’s production of ‘A Christmas Carol’. Just in time for Christmas, it is       
always worth remembering the importance of giving and sharing during this festive       
period and there is no story which exemplifies this better than seeing Scrooge see the   
error of his miser ways and becoming a better person for it.   

Our students were amazing throughout the trip and enjoyed it thoroughly.  It is wonderful 
to receive compliments from both the staff at the theatre and members of the public 
compliment their behaviour and I could not have been more proud of sitting alongside 
them. 

There will be many more opportunities to visit the theatre over the next few years and I 
hope to see many of you again.  

 

 Mr Mallon 
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Careers  

Level 3 Teaching Assistant Apprenticeships 

A number of our local primary schools are interested in recruiting Level 3 Teaching Assis-
tant Apprentices for September 2020 and would love to have applicants from St. Peter’s. 
So if your child is in Year 11 or 13 and is considering a career working with children, 
please ask them to see Mrs Hobbs to register their interest. Alternatively, email Mrs 
Hobbs at hobbsg@st-peters.solihull.sch.uk 

 

Are you interested in a career in teaching? 

Then come and train with St. Peter’s Solihull Teaching School Alliance. We have School Di-
rect places available for September 2020 in primary education and a wide range of sec-
ondary subjects. We work with The University of Warwick and Newman University to 
offer a highly personalised and bespoke training programme to help develop the next 
generation of outstanding primary and secondary teachers. For more information please 
go to our website https://www.st-peters.solihull.sch.uk/teaching-school/ or email teach-
ingschool@st-peters.solihull.sch.uk 

 

Mrs Hobbs 

mailto:hobbsg@st-peters.solihull.sch.uk
https://www.st-peters.solihull.sch.uk/teaching-school/
mailto:teachingschool@st-peters.solihull.sch.uk
mailto:teachingschool@st-peters.solihull.sch.uk
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Sport 

 

Congratulations to both our U13 & U14 Basketball teams who have made unbeaten starts 
in their respective Solihull Leagues, having both won their first two matches. 

 

U13: 

St. Peter’s v Arden                           W 32 – 10 

 

St. Peter’s v Park Hall                      W 22 – 20 

 

U14: 

St. Peter’s v Alderbrook                 W 44 – 18 

 

St. Peter’s v H.O.E.                           W 28 - 23 

Luke Pearce gets called up to Walsall 1st team squad for their EFL cup game against  

Chelsea. 

We are very proud of Luke who at only 15 years of age was called up to the 1st team squad 

for Walsall. Luke has worked extremely hard over the last number of years and has made 

some wonderful progress. He was player of the month in the academy for September and 

October and is going from strength to strength. We 

are looking forward to seeing Luke scoring plenty 

of more goals for school and Walsall 
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Sport 

What a first half of the season it has been for all our of teams. 

 

We start first with our Year 7s who have played a handful of games and have been very 
successful so far. They are unbeaten in the Solihull and Birmingham Cups and they are 
gelling well as a team. Over 60 pupils took part in our trials back in September and Mr 
Carey has had a tough time whittling the squad down to 14. There is great talent in Year 7 
and we are looking forward  to the second half of the season. 

 

The Year 8 boys are currently unbeaten and are into the last 32 of the National Cup. They 
have been drawn away for every game so far this year but have played some wonderful 
football. The front 3 of Charlie Wragg, Luke Enright and Mason Chisholm have a com-
bined for a total of 35 goals between them and we wish them all the best in the last 32 of 
the National Cup against Thomas Telford. 

 

Year 10 boys are also unbeaten and are into the quarter finals of the Birmingham Cup. 
With the final taking place at Villa park the boys have been extremely determined and 
put in a wonderful performance against Park Hall winning the game in extra time 3-1.  

 

Year 11 Boys made history this term by beating Thomas Telford in the Elite National Cup. 
Thomas Telford have been the champions for the last 4 years and have never been beat-
en. It was a great achievement from the boys who worked tirelessly for 80minutes and 
won the game 4-3. 

They have also made it into the last 4 of the Birmingham Cup where they will play 
Planstbrook. The boys have never lost since Year 7 and we are hoping they will finish with 
a flourish in Year 11 and be the 1st school to win the Birmingham cup for 5 years in a row.  

 

Our girls teams have grown in size and we are delighted with how many girls are turning 
up for training. Our u16 girls are leading by example are into the last 16 in the whole 
country. They play  Gardono School from North Somerset in the next round and we have 
high hopes and fingers crossed that they will perform to the best of their ability in the 
New Year.  

 

Mr McMahon  
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The Student Senior Leadership Team 

The Senior Leadership Team 
 

Since the beginning of the year the whole senior leadership team has been 
contributing to the improvement of St Peters' School. Currently, the team consists of: 

Esther and Brodie ( Head members of the school council ) 
Katie , Connor , Bernadette, Matthew, Elle and Flynn , who are all 

deputy head members . 
Fionn and Madalena( Head Girl and Boy ) 

Anna and Connor ( senior Peer Mentors) and Alice and Ronan , who 
are Mental Health Ambassadors and are there for support. 

Firstly, Esther and Brodie have been having meetings with other members of the 
council team to organise lunch time clubs for those on early lunch , which 

will be started up soon . 
 

Additionally, Anna and Connor have been organising and carrying out 
sessions during form time to support students. With the help of their peer mentors, they 

are currently doing an amazing job. 
 

Also, Bernadette, Madalena and other members of the prom committee are hard at work 
designing and making the prom the best yet . Whilst prom is being 

sorted, Elle, Connor and Esther have been hard at work to produce the best yearbook. 
They have been organising ballots and quotes that will contribute to this 

year's yearbook . 
 

Concerning the whole team , many helped out at a Justice and Peace conference 
with the Missionaries ( columban ) and the Archdiocese of Birmingham and represented 

the school . 
Overall, so far, the senior Leadership team is striving for the best environment 

for all students and will continue to work hard. 
 
 

Mr Clinton 
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Information 

New Year Timetable Changes 

Due to staffing changes there will be a number of timetable changes affecting pupils in all 

year groups.  As well as staffing changes, some classes have had room changes and for 

KS3 RE, History and Geography the times in the week when lessons take place may have 

moved.   Please check the portal carefully for details of your timetable from January 7th 

2020.   

 

Year 9 Options Evening Presentation 

Parents of pupils in Year 9 are invited to attend a presentation on the Y9 options process 

on Wednesday 15th January 2020 at 18.00 in the sports hall.  We have made some chang-

es to our curriculum, so attendance is recommended if you have older siblings in Y11 or 

above.  The pupils will be briefed about options in an assembly so there is no need for 

them to attend. 

 

Sixth Form Applications 

All Y11 students have been emailed a link for our online sixth form application form. This 

has gone to their school email account.  The email contains a temporary username and 

password which can be changed when students register.  Alternatively, students can use 

the link on the front page of the school website or follow this link: https://

stpeterssolihull.applicaa.com/3.  Whichever way the form is accessed please use the 

school email account rather than a personal one.  This is because it is linked to our school 

information system which stores details of every student.  The form can be completed in 

stages and saved after each step.  Anyone wishing to apply should complete the basic in-

formation section by Monday 6th January 2020.  The whole application needs to be com-

pleted by 24th February 2020.  Mrs McHale 

 

https://stpeterssolihull.applicaa.com/3
https://stpeterssolihull.applicaa.com/3
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Information 
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Information 
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Information 

Keeping our students e-safe over the Christmas holidays. 

  

At St. Peter’s we view e-safety as an important aspect of our safeguarding and educate our students, 

parents and staff on the current issues surrounding this subject. We have a committed e-safety com-

mittee who promote the safe and appropriate practice whilst using digital technology. 

As the school holidays approach, we are aware that students may spend more time on their digital de-

vices. We urge parents to monitor the usage of their children’s digital devices so they are aware of 

what their children are playing and who they are interacting with on digital social platforms. We wish 

to remind our parents of the advantages of  the screen time information. Screen time can be easily lo-

cated in the settings icon and by then clicking on the ‘screen time’ icon (purple square with white egg 

timer). The phone will provide an overview of the day’s screen time on that device and also offer op-

tions of limiting app time usage and creating downtime on the device. These can all be explored by 

clicking on these options and locking them into place with a passcode. We encourage parents to be 

aware of how much time their children are using their devices and on what categories e.g social media, 

reading and references etc. Parents can further explore what times these are being used at by clicking 

on any of the categories stated.  

Go to settings. 

Click on screen time  

A screen time overview screen will be displayed. Parents can use the downtime or app limits option to 

control the usage of apps and downtime on digital devices.  

To find out the actual hour certain categories are being used click on the ‘See All Activity’ tab. A screen 

will be displayed with information on what time categories are being used and by clicking on the day 

this will break down usage into further detail.   

Should any parent have a concern, we have dedicated pages on our school web-

site with further guidance on a range of popular apps should you wish to seek 

any support on e-safety over the Christmas holidays. There are also organisations 

who you can speak to for further information and support. All of this information 

can be found on the school website https://www.st-peters.solihull.sch.uk/e-

safety/ 

We wish all of our students an e-safe Christmas break! 

https://www.st-peters.solihull.sch.uk/e-safety/
https://www.st-peters.solihull.sch.uk/e-safety/
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Key Calendar Dates for Parents 2019—2020 

Spring Term 2020 
JANUARY   

Monday 06 INSET Day 

Tuesday 07 Whole School Start of Term 

Wednesday 08 Y9 TdIPV Immunisations 

Thursday 09 
Y9 TdIPV Immunisations 

Sixth Form Awards Evening 

Wednesday 15 Year 9 Options Evening 

Thursday 23 Year 9 Parents Evening  

Thursday 30 Year 7, 8 & 13 Progress Evening 

FEBRUARY   

Thursday 13 Year 12 Parents Evening 

Monday 17 – Friday 21 Half Term 

Wednesday 26 Ash Wednesday 

MARCH   

Thursday 05 Year 10 Parents Evening 

Thursday 26 Year 9 & 11 Progress Evening 

APRIL   

Friday 03 End of Term 

Summer Term 2020 
APRIL   

Monday 20 Whole School Start of Term 

Thursday 23 Y8 Parents Evening 

Thursday 30 Y7 Parents Evening 

MAY   

Friday 08 Bank Holiday 

Monday 25 – Friday 

29 

HALF TERM 

JUNE   

Thursday 04 Y8 HPV girls & boys Immunisation 

Friday 05 Y8 HPV girls & boys Immunisation 

Monday 08 Y9 HPV girls only Immunisation 

Monday 22 Y12 Future Pathways Day 

JULY   

Wednesday 01 Year 6 Induction Day 

Thursday 02 Year 6 Induction 

Friday 17 End of Term 


