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2022-2023 Year 12 Ethics DCT Curriculum and Assessment Plan for RE  

 

The curriculum and assessment of pupils at this stage of education has been carefully designed to:    Allow students to study philosophical issues and questions raised by religion and belief. These include arguments regarding the existence or 
non-existence of God, the nature and influence of religious experience and the problems of evil and suffering. They will also explore philosophical language and thought, through significant concepts and the works of key thinkers, 
illustrated in issues or debates in the philosophy of religion. Religion and ethics is characterised by the study of ethical language and thought, with exploration of key concepts and the works of influential thinkers. Ethical theory will 
also be applied to issues of importance, namely euthanasia, business ethics, and sexual ethics. Developments in religious thought provides an opportunity for the systematic study of one religious tradition. This will include the 
exploration of religious beliefs, values, teachings and practices that shape religious identity, as well as sources of wisdom and authority. Also central are the ways in which religious traditions have developed over time, and religious 
responses to challenges and significant contemporary social issues. 
Half Term 1 Natural Law:  

 

All pupils will know: 

• origins of the significant concept of telos in  

Aristotle and its religious development in the  

writing of Aquinas 

• what they are and how they are related: 

1. Eternal Law: the principles by which God  

made and controls the universe and which  

are only fully known to God 

2. Divine Law: the law of God revealed in the  

Bible, particularly in the Ten Commandments 

and the Sermon on the Mount 

3. Natural Law: the moral law of God within  

human nature that is discoverable through  

the use of reason 

4. Human Law: the laws of nations 

• what they are and how they are related  

o the key precept (do good, avoid evil) 

o five primary precepts (preservation of life, 

ordering of society, worship of God,  

education of children, reproduction) 

o secondary precepts 

 

 

All pupils will be assessed by: 

Exam style questions and a mock exam. 

 

Impact- Why do we teach this? 

 

Students will have the opportunity to discuss 

issues raised by Aquinas’ theory of natural  

law, including: 

• whether or not natural law provides a helpful 

method of moral decision-making  

• whether or not a judgement about something 

being good, bad, right or wrong can  

be based on its success or failure in achieving its 

telos 

• whether or not the universe as a whole is 

designed with a telos, or human nature  

has an orientation towards the good 

•  whether or not the doctrine of double 

effect can be used to justify an action, such as 

killing someone as an act of self-defence 

Subject specific skills 

being developed:. 

● Interpretation 

● Evaluation 

● Analysis 

● Appraisal  

Half Term 2 Situation Ethics/Euthanasia  

 

All pupils will know: 

Fletcher’s situation ethics, including: 

• agape 

• the six propositions 

• the four working principles 

• conscience 

 

• Key ideas, including:  

• sanctity of life 

• quality of life 

• voluntary euthanasia 

• non-voluntary  

• euthanasia 

 

origins of agape in the New Testament and its  

religious development in the writing of Fletcher 

what they are and how they give rise to the theory  

of situation ethics and its approach to moral 

decision-making: 

1. Love is the only thing that is intrinsically good 

2. Love is the ruling norm in ethical decisionmaking and 

replaces all laws  

3.  Love and justice are the same thing–justice 

is love that is distributed 

4. Love wills the neighbour’s good regardless of whether the 

neighbour is liked or not 

5. Love is the goal or end of the act and that  

justifies any means to achieve that goal 

6.  Love decides on each situation as it arises without 

a set of laws to guide it 

 

• what they are and how they are intended to be  

applied: 

1.  pragmatism: it is based on experience rather 

than on theory  

2.  relativism: it is based on making the 

absolute laws of Christian ethics relative 

3.  positivism: it begins with belief in the reality 

and importance of love 

4. personalism: persons, not laws or anything  

else, are at the centre of situation ethics 

 

• what conscience is and what it is not according to 

Fletcher, i.e. a verb not a noun; a term that describes 

attempts to make decisions creativity 

 

Subject specific skills 

being developed: 

● Interpretation 

● Evaluation 

● Analysis 

● Appraisal  

Half Term 3 Kantian Ethics:   

 

All pupils will know: 

 

• Kantian ethics, including: 

• duty 

• the hypothetical 

• imperative 

• the categorical  

• imperative and its 

• three formulations 

• the three postulates 

 

 

 

All pupils will be assessed: 

Exam style questions and a mock exam at the start of this 

term. 

 

 

Impact - Why do we teach this? 

 

Students will have the opportunity to discuss issues raised by 

euthanasia, including: 

• the application of natural law and situation ethics to 

euthanasia 

•whether or not the religious concept of sanctity of life has 

any meaning in twenty first century 

 

Students will have the opportunity to discuss issues raised by 

Kant’s approach to ethics,  

including: 

• whether or not Kantian ethics provides a helpful method 

of moral decision-making 

• whether or not an ethical judgement about something 

being good, bad, right or  

wrong can be based on the extent to which duty is best 

served 

•whether or not Kantian ethics is too abstract to be 

applicable to practical moral 

decision-making 

Subject specific skills 

being developed: 

• Interpretation 

• Evaluation 

• Analysis 

• Appraisal  

Reading Skills needed 

for this unit: 

Knowledge retrieval 

Skim/scan 

Interpreting ancient 

writing 

Interpreting different 

accounts. 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

Natural law, telos, 

Aquinas, Summa 

Theologica.  

 

Reading Skills needed for 

this unit: 

 

Knowledge retrieval 

Skim/scan 

Interpreting ancient 

writing 

Interpreting different 

accounts. 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

Agape, love, pragmatism, 

personalism, Fletcher.  

 

 

 

 

Reading Skills needed 

for this unit: 

 

Knowledge retrieval 

Skim/scan 

Interpreting ancient 

writing 

Interpreting different 

accounts. 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

Kant, imperative, 

postulate, morality. 

 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● English 

● History 

● Psychology 

● PSHE 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● English 

● History  

● Psychology 

● PSHE 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● English 

● History 

● Psychology 

● PSHE 
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All pupils will be assessed: 

Exam style questions and a mock exam (Mock exam in 

Jan.). 

 

Impact - Why do we teach this? 

Students will have the opportunity to discuss issues raised by 

Fletcher’s theory of  

situation ethics, including: 

•whether or not situation ethics provides a helpful method 

of moral decision-making 

• whether or not an ethical judgement about something 

being good, bad, right or  

wrong can be based on the extent to which, in any given 

situation, agape is best served 

• whether Fletcher’s understanding of agape is really 

religious or whether it means nothing more than wanting 

the best for the person involved in a given situation 

•whether or not the rejection of absolute rules by situation 

ethics makes moral decision-making entirely individualistic 

and subjective 

 

 

 

Half Term 4: Utilitarianism 

 

All pupils will know: 

 

Utilitarianism, including: 

• utility 

• the hedonic calculus 

• act utilitarianism 

• rule utilitarianism 

 

• The use of the significant concept of 

utility 

• (seeking the greatest balance of good 

over evil, or pleasure over pain) in 

teleological and relativist approaches to 

ethics 

• what it is (calculating the benefit or harm 

of an act through its consequences) and 

its use as a measure of individual 

pleasure 

• what it is (calculating the consequences 

of each situation on its own merits) and 

its use in promoting the greatest amount 

of good over evil, or pleasure over pain 

 

• what it is (following accepted laws that 

lead to the greatest overall balance of 

good over evil, or pleasure over pain) 

and its use in promoting the common 

good 

 

All pupils will be assessed: 

Exam style questions and a mock exam. 

 

Impact - Why do we teach this? 

 

Subject specific skills 

being developed:  

● Interpretation 

● Evaluation  

● Analysis  

● Appraisal  

Half Term 5: Business Ethics and Developments in Christian 

Thought - The Person of Jesus 

All pupils will know: 

Key ideas, including:  

• corporate social  

• responsibility 

• whistle-blowing 

• good ethics is good  

• business 

• globalisation 

 

• what it is (that a business has responsibility  

towards the community and environment)  

and its application to stakeholders, such as 

employees, customers, the local community,  

the country as whole and governments 

• what it is (that an employee discloses  

wrongdoing to the employer or the public)  

and its application to the contract between 

employee and employer 

• what it is (that good business decisions are  

good ethical decisions) and its application to 

shareholders and profit-making 

• what it is (that around the world economies,  

industries, markets, cultures and policymaking  

is integrated) and its impact on stakeholders 

 

The person of Jesus Christ 

 

• Jesus Christ’s authority as:  

• the Son of God 

• a teacher of wisdom 

• a liberator 

 

All pupils will be assessed: 

Exam style questions and a mock exam. 

Subject specific skills 

being developed: 

● Interpretation 

● Evaluation  

● Analysis  

● Appraisal  

Half Term 6: Developments in Christian Thought: Christian 

Moral Principle and Moral Action 

 

Christian moral principles 

 

The diversity of Christian moral reasoning and practices and 

sources of ethics, including:  

• the Bible as the only authority for Christian ethical 

practices  

• Bible, Church and reason as the sources of Christian 

ethical practices o love (agape) as the only 

Christian ethical principle which governs Christian 

practices 

 

Christian moral action 

 

The teaching and example of  

Dietrich Bonhoeffer on: 

• duty to God and duty to the State  

• Church as community and source of spiritual 

discipline 

• the cost of discipleship 

 

 

All pupils will be assessed: 

Exam style questions and a mock exam. 

 

Impact - Why do we teach this? 

 

Students will be given credit for referring to any appropriate 

scholarly views, academic  

approaches and sources of wisdom and authority, however 

the following examples may  

prove useful 

• Exodus 20:1–17 

• 1 Corinthians 13:1–7 

Subject specific skills 

being developed: 

• Interpretation 

• Evaluation 

• Analysis 

• Appraisal 

 

Reading Skills needed 

for this unit: 

 

Knowledge retrieval 

Skim/scan 

Interpreting ancient 

writing 

Interpreting different 

accounts. 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

All the above. 

 

  

Reading Skills needed for 

this unit: 

 

Knowledge retrieval 

Skim/scan 

Interpreting ancient 

writing 

Interpreting different 

accounts. 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

All the above. 

 

 

 

 

Reading Skills needed 

for this unit: 

 

Knowledge retrieval 

Skim/scan 

Interpreting ancient 

writing 

Interpreting different 

accounts. 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

All of the above. 

 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● English 

● History 

● Psychology 

● PSHE 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● English 

● History 

● Psychology 

● PSHE 

 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

• English 

• History 

• Psychology 

• PSHE 
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Students will have the opportunity to discuss 

issues raised by utilitarianism, including: 

• whether or not utilitarianism provides a 

helpful method of moral decision-making 

• whether or not an ethical judgement about 

something being good, bad, right or  

wrong can be based on the extent to which, in 

any given situation, utility is best 

served 

• whether or not it is possible to measure good or 

pleasure and then reach a moral  

decision 

 

 

 

Impact - Why do we teach this? 

 

Students will have the opportunity to discuss issues raised by 

these areas of business ethics, including: 

•the application of Kantian ethics and utilitarianism to 

business ethics 

• whether or not the concept of corporate social 

responsibility is nothing more than  

‘hypocritical window-dressing’ covering the greed of a 

business intent on making profits 

•whether or not human beings can flourish in the context of 

capitalism and consumerism  

•whether globalisation encourages or discourages the 

pursuit of good ethics as the foundation of good business 

 

Students will have the opportunity to discuss issues related 

to Christian ideas regarding 

Jesus Christ as a source of authority, including: 

• whether or not Jesus was only a teacher of wisdom 

•  whether or not Jesus was more than a political 

liberator 

•  whether or not Jesus’ relationship with God was 

very special or truly unique 

• whether or not Jesus thought he was divine 

 

• Messer, N. (2006) SCM Study Guide to Christian Ethics, SCM 

Press 

 

Students will have the opportunity to discuss issues related to 

Christian moral action in the life and teaching of Bonhoeffer, 

including:  

• whether or not Christians should practise civil 

disobedience  

• whether or not it is possible always to know God’s will  

• whether or not Bonhoeffer puts too much emphasis on 

suffering  

• whether or not Bonhoeffer’s theology has relevance today 

 

 

 

 

Ensuring this curriculum meets the needs of all pupils:  Religion and ethics is characterised by the study of ethical language and thought, with exploration of key concepts and the works of influential thinkers. Ethical theory will also be applied to issues of 

importance, namely euthanasia, business ethics, and sexual ethics.  Developments in religious thought provides an opportunity for the systematic study of one religious tradition. This will include the exploration of religious beliefs, values, teachings and 

practices that shape religious identity, as well as sources of wisdom and authority. Also central are the ways in which religious traditions have developed over time, and religious responses to challenges and significant contemporary social issues 
Enrichment opportunities:  

● Site visits/trips – Catholic church. 

● Visit to the Chapel.  

Career opportunities/ links: Legal Profession/Medical Profession/Police/Social Work, Religious Vocation.  

 


