
 

 1 

2022-2023 Year 8 Curriculum and Assessment Plan for RE  

 

The curriculum and assessment of pupils at this stage of education has been carefully designed to: 

By the end of year 8, students will be able to use new terms to demonstrate understanding of the key Old Testament covenants and how they link to Christian beliefs today. They will look at how Old Testament prophesies foretold the coming of Jesus and will 

be able to locate evidence for this. They will then link this to Jewish teachings on the Messianic age and will look at varying Jewish beliefs and compare these with Christian beliefs. They will further explore another Abrahamic religion, when studying Islam, 

which link to the story of Abraham studied. They will understand the prophetic life of the Church and how this feed into the life of the Church and the belief in Justice and Peace today. They will finish by looking at an Eastern world religion and will gain an 

understanding of a broad range of world faiths in multi faith global and local communities. Whilst students are working on this, they will also be developing skills of explanation, evaluation, and appraisal in order to justify their own points of view and beliefs 

whilst considering that of others. 

Half Term 1:  Covenant 

 

All pupils will know:  

What a covenant is, and the Old Testament 

covenant God made with Noah as well as what 

it tells us about the relationship between God 

and his people. 

The story of Abraham the Father of Judaism, and 

the importance of the covenant God made with 

him especially the ideas of faith, obedience, the 

Promised Land, and circumcision as an outward 

sign of the covenant 

The story of Moses and the importance of the 

covenant God made with the people of Israel – 

especially with reference to the events of the 

exodus and the Ten Commandments as a sign of 

the covenant.  

How Jews celebrate Passover today and to 

understand it is as a festival about freedom.  

The importance of the Ten Commandments for 

us today.  

 

All pupils will be assessed by: 

Knowledge recall quizzes - every two weeks  

 

Impact- Why do we teach this? 

To teach students about the covenants that the 

Jewish and Catholic faiths are founded upon. To 

also give students a foundational knowledge of 

the Catholic (and indeed Jewish) faith on which 

to build upon throughout the rest of their 

Religious studies. 

 

Subject specific skills 

being developed: 

● Bible 

navigation 

skills. 

● Evaluation  

Half Term 2: Jesus as the Messiah 

 

All pupils will know:  

The story of David and understand the importance of David 

for Jews.  

The messianic expectations including ideas of a new leader 

like David 

How Jesus was a different kind of messiah using miracles 

from the life of Jesus to develop an understanding of the 

messiahship of Jesus. 

How Jesus is a link between the Old Testament and the 

New Testament (“Suffering Servant”) but did not fulfil some 

of the commonly held expectations at the time (what the 

Jews expected v what the Jews got).  

The celebration for Christmas by exploring Advent as 

preparation for the coming of the messiah – to include:  

The Role of John the Baptist (Luke 1:5-25; 57-80) 

The Annunciation to Mary (Luke 1:26-38) 

The Visitation and the Magnificat (Luke 1:39-56) 

The significance of the shepherds and the Magi in the story 

of Christmas 

The symbolism of the Advent Wreath 

 

All pupils will be assessed: 

Knowledge recall quizzes – every two weeks 

Data Assessment 

 

 

 

Impact - Why do we teach this? 

To provide an overview of the different beliefs around 

messiahship from the Old testament to the New Testament. 

Students can then see the link between the Old Testament 

prophecies and the arrival of Jesus in the nativity and its 

significance.  

 

 

Subject specific skills 

being developed: 

● Bible navigation 

● Evaluation 

● Appraisal 

● Comparison 

Half Term 3: Revision – assessment preparation 

 

Assessment.  

 

Judaism 

 

All pupils will know: 

What makes a Jew a Jew and to know the basic differences 

between Orthodox and Progressive Jews. (B/P) 

How Jews pray at home and in the Synagogue (including 

features of the synagogue, tallith, tefillin, kippah, mezuzah, 

Shema).  

About the ways Jews celebrate Shabbat and its importance 

for Jewish families.  

The food laws of the Jews.  

Jewish rites of passage (including Brit Milah, Bar/Bat Mitzvah, 

Marriage, funerals.) 

Various Jewish festivals e.g., Hannukah  

 

All pupils will be assessed: 

Knowledge recall quizzes – every two weeks 

 

 

 

Impact - Why do we teach this? 

So that students understand and can compare Jewish 

beliefs to that of Christian and can identify the link between 

these faiths. For students to understand another World Faith 

and its place in the global and local communities. 

 

Subject specific skills 

being developed: 

● Interpretation of 

texts/beliefs  

Reading Skills needed 

for this unit: 

Knowledge retrieval 

Skim/scan 

Interpreting ancient 

writing 

Interpreting different 

accounts 

 

Key Vocabulary:  

Covenant, 

circumcision, Passover, 

descendants, 

obedience 

 

 

Reading Skills needed for 

this unit: 

Knowledge retrieval 

Skim/scan 

Interpreting ancient 

writing 

Interpreting different 

accounts 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

Messiah, messianic age, 

prophecy, symbolism. 

Reading Skills needed 

for this unit: 

Comprehension 

Skim/scan 

Interpreting ancient 

writing 

 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

Orthodox, Reform, 

Progressive, Synagogue, 

tallith, tefillin, kippah, 

mezuzah, Shema, 

Shabbat, Kosher, 

Kashrut, Bar/Bat Mitzvah, 

Brit Milah, Shiva, 

Hannukah 

 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● Art 

● English 

● History 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● English 

● History  

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● English 

● History 

● PSHE 

Half Term 4: Family Life 

 

All pupils will know: 

The feelings experienced by teenagers and the 

relationship between teenagers and their 

parents. 

Subject specific skills 

being developed:  

● Interpretation 

● Empathy 

● Understanding  

Half Term 5: The Prophetic Life of the Church 

 

All pupils will know: 

The meaning of the word prophet and the message of 

some of the Old Testament prophets: e.g., Amos, Hosea, 

Jeremiah. 

How the prophets foreshadowed the prophetic ministry of 

Jesus. 

Subject specific skills 

being developed: 

● Interpretation 

● Evaluation  

● Analysis  

● Appraisal  

Half Term 6:  Buddhism 

 

All pupils will know:  

The key beliefs of Buddhism.  

The importance of Siddhartha Gautama (Buddha). 

The Four Noble Truths  

The Buddha’s path to enlightenment.  

The importance of the Eightfold Path 

Subject specific skills 

being developed:  

● Interpretation 

● Comparison 

● Evaluation 

● Story writing  
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The feelings experienced by teenagers and the 

relationship between teenagers and their 

parents. 

How to consider teenage friendships with the 

opposite sex. 

How to consider the relationship between sex, 

love, and commitment in human relationships 

 

All pupils will be assessed: 

Knowledge recall quizzes – every two weeks 

 

 

Impact - Why do we teach this? 

So that students can explore relationships, 

whether that be between friends, with their 

parents, siblings, or the opposite sex. For students 

to see what healthy relationships look like and 

some strategies to help when having difficulties 

with relationships.  

 

 

 

Half Term 4.2: Islam 

 

All pupils will know: 

The importance of Muhammad as the prophet of 

Islam and make reference to Abraham and 

Hagar story. 

The significance of the Qur’an and the teachings 

of the Prophet Muhammad (briefly include 

reference to the Hadith and the Sunna)  

The five pillars of Islam and their importance for 

Muslims – you may want to spend a lesson on 

each of the pillars.  

The significance of the features of the mosque.  

The key festivals of Eid ul Fitr and Eid ul Adha.  

The Islamic rites of passage: birth, marriage, and 

death.  
The similarities and differences between Islam 

and Christianity  

The role of women in Islam. 

 

 

All pupils will be assessed: 

Knowledge recall quizzes – every two weeks 

 

 

Impact - Why do we teach this? 

So that students gain an understanding of 

another Abrahamic religion and can identify its 

links to both Judaism and Christianity. To develop 

an understanding of the Islamic faith and its 

followers and to see and respect its place in the 

global and local communities. 

Reading Skills needed 

for this unit: 

Knowledge retrieval 

Skim/scan 

Comprehension 

Reading Discursive 

writing 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

Relationship, 

commitment 

How the Church continues the mission of Jesus when her 

members speak out on behalf of the poor, the lonely, the 

sick, all who suffer injustice. 

The work of CAFOD 

Some examples of modern-day prophets e.g., St Oscar 

Romero, Jean Vanier, Dorothy Day, and its link to Catholic 

Social Teaching.  
 

 

All pupils will be assessed: 

Knowledge recall quizzes – every two weeks 

End of Year assessment 

 

 

Impact - Why do we teach this? 

So that students understand the place of the prophets in 

the Christian (and Jewish) faith and how this links to and 

sets the foundation for the coming of Jesus and the New 

Testament teachings.  

Reading Skills needed for 

this unit: 

Knowledge retrieval 

Skim/scan 

 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

Catholic social teachings, 

prophet, prophecy, 

foreshadow, foretell, 

mouthpiece, justice, 

injustice, ministry, mission 

 

What the Vihara is and how it is used. 

The place of Buddhism in the UK  

How Buddhists use artwork in their worship. 

How Buddhist practice worship in the Sangha 

How Buddhists use meditation and how to use it ourselves in 

our daily lives 

The life and teachings of the Dalai Lama 

 

 

All pupils will be assessed: 

Knowledge recall quizzes – every two weeks 

 

Impact- Why do we teach this? 

So that students understand that there are different religious 

perspectives and beliefs. Students will investigate the history 

and development of this religion. Students to understand 

different beliefs and cultures and how they fit into the global 

community as well as in Britain as a multi faith and multi 

ethic community. 

Reading Skills needed 

for this unit: 

Knowledge retrieval 

Skim/scan 

 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

Four noble truths, Vihara, 

Eightfold path, 

enlightenment, 

samskara, karma, 

attachment, meditation   

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● English 

● Science - 

biology 

 

 

 

 

 

Subject specific skills 

being developed:  

● Interpretation 

● Evaluation  

● Analysis  

Appraisal 

 

 

 

 

Reading Skills needed 

for this unit: 

Knowledge retrieval 

Skim/scan 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

Qur’an, Abraham, 

Hadith, Sunna, Salah, 

Zakat, Shahadah, Hajj, 

Sawm, Eid ul Fitr, Eid ul 

Adha.  

 

 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● English 

● Art 

● History 

● Geography 

● PSHE 

 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● English 

● History 

 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● Art 

● Geography 

● History 

● PSHE 

Ensuring this curriculum meets the needs of all pupils: this curriculum has been designed to ensure pupils from all starting points will develop the key curriculum skills and knowledge identified. The curriculum design ensures that each unit forms part of the overall learning journey and there are 

opportunities for revisiting skills and linking together key pieces of knowledge. Whole Academy policies and practices are followed to tailor the delivery of the curriculum for individuals and groups of students. For example SEND students have individual learning profiles that outline 

needs/strategies to be used, Whole group T&L priorities are in place to identify key teaching strategies that will be used with individual teaching groups. Ongoing formative assessment allow individual staff and departments to identify misconception and adjust curriculum appropriately.    
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Enrichment opportunities:  

● Speaker for Islam 

● Faith trail - Visits to Buddhist temple, Synagogue and Mosque 

Career opportunities/ links: Legal Profession/Medical Profession/Police/Social Work, Religious Vocation.   

 


