
 
 

2022-2023 Year 9 Curriculum and Assessment Plan for History 

The curriculum and assessment of students at this stage of education has been carefully designed to promote deep learning of some of the most significant events in world history and develop students into critical thinkers who can reflect on Britain’s changing 

place in the world as well as reflecting upon sensitive and controversial issues. 

By the end of year students will understand Britain’s place in the world as a former colonial power and be able to critically reflect on what that means for us now as values have changed. They will also understand the impact of both World Wars both on the 

home front and abroad and the final term will see students understand the key superpowers in the 20th century.  

Half Term 1: The causes of the First World War 

 

All students will know: 

How to consistently and accurately use complex 

historical terms to demonstrate an understanding 

of events and individuals of British warfare in the 

20th century. 

Students understand the key features of 

recruitment in WW1, The Battle of the Somme, 

the Armistice, Dunkirk, Battle of Britain. 

Students will also have an awareness of how 

WWI was a cause of WWII in a continual 20th 

Century narrative. 

 

All students will be assessed: 

Regular knowledge quizzes. 

Extended Writing Activities. 

End of Topic Test. 

 

Impact - Why do we teach this? 

Addressing skill A02 causation and consequence 

& change and continuity 

Develops understanding of underpinning 

historical concepts (see above)  

 

Subject specific skills 

being developed: 

 

Critical thinking  

Chronology 

Change / continuity 

Independent research 

Source Analysis  

Half Term 2: The First World War 

 

All students will know: 

How to consistently and accurately use complex historical 

terms to demonstrate an understanding of events and 

individuals of British warfare in the 20th century. 

Students understand the key features of recruitment in 

WW1, The Battle of the Somme, the Armistice, Dunkirk, Battle 

of Britain. 

Students will also have an awareness of how WWI was a 

cause of WWII in a continual 20th Century narrative. 

 

All students will be assessed: 

Regular knowledge quizzes. 

Extended Writing Activities. 

End of Topic Test. 

 

Impact - Why do we teach this? 

Addressing skill A02 causation and consequence & change 

and continuity 

Builds A01 Knowledge through a focus on key features and 

narrative of 1066 onwards in Britain 

Develops understanding of underpinning historical 

concepts (see above)  

 

Subject specific skills 

being developed: 

 

Critical thinking  

Chronology 

Change / continuity 

Independent research 

Source Analysis  

 

Half Term 3: The inter-war years The Second World War 

 

All students will know: 

Students will also have an awareness of how WWI was a 

cause of WWII in a continual 20th Century narrative. 

Specific detailed knowledge of key events in a correct 

narrative sequence of the war in Europe 1939-45. Students 

will be able to identify turning points of the War in Europe 

1939-45. 

Links and relationships between the consequences to Britain 

of the Second World War (NHS, decline of British Empire)  

Changes and continuity of the role of women in warfare in 

the 20th century. 

 

All students will be assessed: 

Regular knowledge quizzes. 

Extended Writing Activities with a focus on GCSE-exam-style 

questions and structure, differentiated for prior attainment 

End of Topic Test. 

 

Impact - Why do we teach this? 

Addressing skill A02 causation and consequence & change 

and continuity 

Builds A01 Knowledge through a focus on fey features and 

narrative of 1066 onwards in Britain 

Develops understanding of underpinning historical concepts 

(see above)  

 

Subject specific skills 

being developed: 

 

Critical thinking  

Chronology 

Change / continuity 

Independent research 

Source Analysis  

 

Reading Skills needed 

for this unit: 

Skim/Scan, 

summarising key 

information, drawing 

key conclusions and 

evaluations, source 

study and 

interpretation 

Key Vocabulary: 

Empire, Rebellion, 

Conquest, Slavery, 

Independence, Rights, 

Abolition 

 

Reading Skills needed for 

this unit: 

Skim/Scan, summarising 

key information, drawing 

key conclusions and 

evaluations, source study 

and interpretation 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

Militarism, Alliance, 

Imperialism, Nationalism, 

Naval, propaganda, 

PALS battalion, Trench, 

Chemical warfare 

Reading Skills needed 

for this unit: 

Skim/Scan, summarising 

key information, drawing 

key conclusions and 

evaluations, source 

study and interpretation 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

Total War, Government, 

Democracy, 

Dictatorship, Fascism, 

Censorship 

 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● Numeracy  

● PSHE 

● English 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● Numeracy  

● PSHE 

 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● Numeracy  

● PSHE 

 

Half Term 4: Nazi Germany 

 

All students will know: 

Causes/events that allowed Hitler to come to 

power in Germany. An understanding of how the 

Nazis went from being a party ‘in the wilderness’ 

to Hitler becoming Fuhrer. Pupils will study what 

life was like in Nazi Germany for key groups such 

as women and youth and consider how the 

Nazis kept control through propaganda and 

terror. 

 

All students will be assessed: 

Regular knowledge quizzes. 

Extended Writing Activities. 

 

Impact - Why do we teach this? 

Addressing skill A02 causation and consequence 

& change and continuity 

Builds A01 Knowledge through a focus on key 

features and events in Nazi Germany 

Subject specific skills 

being developed:  

 

Critical thinking  

Chronology 

Change / continuity 

Independent research 

Source Analysis 

 

Half Term 5: The Holocaust  

 

All students will know: 

Features of historical anti-semitism, Night of Broken Glass, 

Warsaw ghetto, Bielski brothers, Auchwitz death camp. 

Specific detailed knowledge of key events in the Holocaust 

1939-45 in a correct sequence.  

Causes of anti-semitism in Nazi Germany and can identify 

turning points in the treatment of Jews in Nazi Germany 

1933-45. 

Llinks and relationships between different causes of anti-

semitism in Nazi Germany.  

Consequences of the Second World War on the Holocaust. 

 

Impact - Why do we teach this? 

Addressing skill A02 causation and consequence & change 

and continuity 

 

  

Subject specific skills 

being developed: 

 

Critical thinking  

Chronology 

Change / continuity 

Independent research 

Source Analysis 

Half Term 6: 20th Century Superpowers 

 

All students will know: 

Key features of Communist and Capitalist societies; 20th 

Century USA  and Soviet Union. Students are introduced to 

the events of the year 1941-1945 and develop 

chronological and narrative structures around the key 

people and events of this year.  

Students explore causation during a study of the Space 

Race. Students categorise and compare reasons for the 

American victory in the Space Race.  

 

All students will be assessed: 

Regular knowledge quizzes. 

Extended Writing Activities. 

End of Topic Test. 

 

Impact - Why do we teach this? 

 

Addressing skill A02 ARE for Yr 9 causation and 

consequence & change and continuity 

Subject specific skills 

being developed:  

 

Critical thinking  

Chronology 

Change / continuity 

Independent research 

Source Analysis 

Reading Skills needed 

for this unit: 

Skim/Scan, 

summarising key 

information, drawing 

key conclusions and 

evaluations, source 

study and 

interpretation 

Key Vocabulary: 

Propaganda, terror, 

Engbling Act, Night of 

Reading Skills needed for 

this unit: 

Skim/Scan, summarising 

key information, drawing 

key conclusions and 

evaluations, source study 

and interpretation 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

Anti-semitism, 

persecution, 

discrimination, 

Reading Skills needed 

for this unit: 

Skim/Scan, summarising 

key information, drawing 

key conclusions and 

evaluations, source 

study and interpretation 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

Capitalism, Communism, 

Allies, Cuban Revolution, 



 
 

Develops understanding of underpinning 

historical concepts (see above)  

 

 

the Long Knives, 

Kristallnacht, Anti-

semitism, Aryan, 

discrimination, 

persecution, 

opposition. 

concentration camps, SS, 

Gestapo, ghetto, 

sacrifice, Aryan 

Builds A01 Knowledge through a focus on key features and 

narrative of War in the East 

Develops understanding of underpinning historical concepts 

 

Korean War, Vietnam 

War, Berlin Wall     

Naval Blockade     

John F Kennedy    

Soviet Nuclear Missiles     

Bay of Pigs     

 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● Numeracy  

● PSHE 

● RE 

● Geography 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● Numeracy  

● PSHE 

● Geography 

● Politics 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● Numeracy  

● PSHE 

● Geography 

● Politics 

 
Ensuring this curriculum meets the needs of all pupils: this curriculum has been designed to ensure pupils from all starting points will develop the key curriculum skills and knowledge identified. The curriculum design ensures that each unit forms part of the overall learning journey and there are 

opportunities for revisiting skills and linking together key pieces of knowledge. Whole Academy policies and practices are followed to tailor the delivery of the curriculum for individuals and groups of students. For example SEND students have individual learning profiles that outline 

needs/strategies to be used, Whole group RIPs are in place to identify key teaching strategies that will be used with individual teaching groups. Ongoing formative assessment and clear summative assessment points allow individual staff and departments to identify misconception and 

adjust curriculum appropriately.    

Enrichment opportunities:  

Humanities club 

School trips/visits 

Career opportunities/ links:  

 

 


