
 
 

2022-2023 Year 8 Curriculum and Assessment Plan for History:  

The curriculum and assessment of students at this stage of education has been carefully designed to recognise the changes and developments that occurred in the early modern period and develop students into inquisitive, thoughtful and analytical learners. 

By the end of year 8, all students will know the chronological narrative of Early modern periods of History, both in Britain and worldwide. They will develop their use of subject specific skills and terminology alongside this through regular assessment for learning 

and use of summative assessment to check progress and understanding. 

Half Term 1:  The Early  Tudors 

 

All students will know: 

Impact of the War of the Roses in allowing the 

Tudor regime to take over. 

Henry VIII - wives, religious changes and war. 

Edward VI - Continuing Protestantism and the 

balance of power (Somerset/Northumberland) 

Lady Jane Grey - 9 Day Queen. 

Mary I - Catholic takeover and violent 

oppression. 

 

All students will be assessed: 

Regular knowledge quizzes, including knowledge 

tests every three weeks. 

Extended Writing Activities. 

 

 

Impact- Why do we teach this? 

Development of subject specific skills and 

terminology.  

Chronological narrative of early Tudor period 

(1485-1558) 

Understanding of subtleties in religious diversity of 

Christianity.  

Subject specific skills 

being developed: 

Change/Continuity, 

Organising Knowledge, 

Historical Vocabulary, 

Chronological 

Understanding. 

Half Term 2: The Later Tudors 

 

All students will know: 

Problems that Elizabeth faced: image, religion, marriage, 

Spanish Armada. The way that Elizabeth dealt with the 

threat of Mary Queen of Scots. 

 

 

 

All students will be assessed: 

Regular knowledge quizzes. 

Extended Writing Activities. 

 

 

 

 

Impact - Why do we teach this? 

Development of subject specific skills and terminology.  

Chronological narrative of the Tudor period (building on 

half term 1 of Y8).  

Understanding of difficulties faced by Elizabeth and how 

successfully she overcame them. 

Subject specific skills 

being developed: 

Cause & Consequence, 

Interpretation, Historical 

Vocabulary, 

Chronological 

Understanding. 

Half Term 3:  The English Civil War 

 

All students will know: 

The assassination attempt of James in the gunpowder plot - 

real or a plot? 

Causes of the civil war - Religious, financial, and power.  

New Model Army. 

Execution of Charles I. 

Cromwell - Hero or Villain.  

Charles II - The Party King. 

Restoration of the Monarchy. 

Great Fire of London - Disaster and Disease. 

Witches - Supernaturalism and mysticism. Crime and 

Punishment. 

 

 

All students will be assessed: 

Regular knowledge quizzes. 

Extended Writing Activities. 

End of Topic Test. 

 

 

 

Impact - Why do we teach this? 

Development of subject specific skills and terminology.  

Chronological narrative of the middle ages.  

Understanding of the impact of Oliver Cromwell, 

questioning of morality and the return to monarchy. 

Subject specific skills 

being developed: 

Cause & Consequence, 

Interpretation, Historical 

Vocabulary, 

Chronological 

Understanding. 

Reading Skills needed 

for this unit: 

Skim/Scan, 

summarising key 

information, drawing 

key conclusions and 

evaluations, source 

study and 

interpretation 

Key Vocabulary: 

Protestant, Catholicism, 

Monarchy, 

Monasteries, 

Reformation, Luther, 

heresy  

 

Reading Skills needed for 

this unit: 

Skim/Scan, summarising 

key information, drawing 

key conclusions and 

evaluations, source study 

and interpretation 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

Marriage, Spanish 

Armada, Protestant, 

Armada, Philip II 

 

Reading Skills needed 

for this unit: 

Skim/Scan, summarising 

key information, drawing 

key conclusions and 

evaluations, source 

study and interpretation 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

Protectorate, Musketeer, 

Ship Money, 

Impeachment.  

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● RE 

● English 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● RE 

● English 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● RE 

● English 

Half Term 4:  The Industrial Revolution 

 

All students will know:  

Change from 1750-1900, how Britain changed 

from industrialisation. 

Population explosion - how and why population 

exploded and impacted Britain. 

Key Inventors - Impact. 

Life in the Industrial Revolution - Worst jobs and 

working conditions. 

 

All students will be assessed: 

Regular knowledge quizzes. 

 Extended Writing Activities. 

 

Impact- Why do we teach this? 

Development of subject specific skills and 

terminology.  

Chronological narrative of the later part of British 

history. 

Subject specific skills 

being developed:  

Change/Continuity, 

Organising Knowledge, 

Historical Vocabulary, 

Chronological 

Understanding. 

 

Half Term 5: Slavery 

 

All students will know: 

Understanding of the triangular trade and conditions in the 

middle passage. Knowledge of how slave auctions worked 

and life on slave plantations. Understanding of how slaves 

were punished and why some slaves rebelled. 

 

All students will be assessed: 

Regular knowledge quizzes. 

Extended Writing Activities. 

End of Topic Test. 

 

Impact - Why do we teach this? 

Gain historical perspective by placing their growing 

knowledge into different contexts, understanding the 

connections between local, regional, national and 

international history; between cultural, economic, military, 

political, religious and social history; and between short- 

and long-term timescales. 

Subject specific skills 

being developed: 

Change/Continuity, 

Organising Knowledge, 

Historical Vocabulary, 

Chronological 

Understanding. 

Half Term 6: Abolition and American Civil Rights 

 

All students will know: 

Reasons for the abolition of slavery, including slave 

rebellions/actions of slaves; white campaigners; economic 

factors. Understanding of key figures who fought for Civil 

Rights in 1950s and 1960s America. 

 

 

All students will be assessed: 

Regular knowledge quizzes. 

Extended Writing Activities. 

End of Topic Test. 

 

Impact - Why do we teach this? 

Evaluation of how slavery was ended. Understanding that 

abolition of slavery did not bring equality so pupils study 

American Civil Rights in 1920s/1950s-60s to show how there 

was a continuing battle for equality, which continues into 

the present. 

Subject specific skills 

being developed: 

Change/Continuity, 

Organising Knowledge, 

Historical Vocabulary, 

Chronological 

Understanding. 

Reading Skills needed 

for this unit: 

Skim/Scan, 

summarising key 

information, drawing 

key conclusions and 

evaluations, source 

study and 

interpretation 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

Reading Skills needed for 

this unit: 

Skim/Scan, summarising 

key information, drawing 

key conclusions and 

evaluations, source study 

and interpretation 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

Triangular trade, middle 

passage, auctions, 

plantations, punishments 

Reading Skills needed 

for this unit: 

Skim/Scan, summarising 

key information, drawing 

key conclusions and 

evaluations, source 

study and interpretation 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

Abolition, economic, 

Anti-slavery society, 

Wilberforce, Clarkson, 



 
 

To educate students on the power of protest, 

power and relationship in relation to class, history 

from below. 

 

 

Empire, Population, 

health, transport 

revolution, Cadbury, 

Peaky Blinders 

 

   

 

 Olaudah Equiano, 

petitions, Parliament 

 

 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● Numeracy  

● PSHE 

● RE 

 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● Numeracy  

● PSHE 

● RE 

● Geography 

 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● Numeracy  

● PSHE 

● RE 

Ensuring this curriculum meets the needs of all pupils: this curriculum has been designed to ensure pupils from all starting points will develop the key curriculum skills and knowledge identified. The curriculum design ensures that each unit forms part of the overall learning journey and there are 

opportunities for revisiting skills and linking together key pieces of knowledge. Whole Academy policies and practices are followed to tailor the delivery of the curriculum for individuals and groups of students. For example SEND students have individual learning profiles that outline 

needs/strategies to be used, Whole group RIPs are in place to identify key teaching strategies that will be used with individual teaching groups. Ongoing formative assessment and clear summative assessment points allow individual staff and departments to identify misconception and 

adjust curriculum appropriately.    

Enrichment opportunities:  

● School trip to Black Country Museum. 

Career opportunities/ links:  

 

 


