
 
 

2022-2023 Year 7 Curriculum and Assessment Plan for History  

The curriculum and assessment of students at this stage of education has been carefully designed to promote deep learning of prehistoric and medieval History and develop students into inquisitive, thoughtful and analytical learners. 

By the end of year 7, students will be able to use new terms to demonstrate understanding of periods, events and individuals; describe two features of an historical event or time period in general terms and apply key historical terms accurately to periods 

studied. They will be able to construct short and long term overviews of periods studied, use some key events in a narrative account and sequence several periods, events or individuals in a narrative account. 

 

Half Term 1:  What is History?/The Romans 

 

All students will know: 

What chronology is and how to construct an 

accurate timeline. 

What an interpretation is and what we mean by 

provenance. 

How historians use evidence to form arguments 

and judgements 

Who Romulus and Remus were and why their 

myth is important. 

How the Roman Republic worked. 

Causes and impact of the Punic wars. 

 

All students will be assessed by: 

Regular knowledge recall quizzes (including 

formal knowledge quiz once every 3 weeks) 

Clearly identified marking points for formative 

feedback (once per half term) 

 

Impact- Why do we teach this? 

To acquire skills to prepare them for further 

historical study. 

To provide an understanding of change and 

continuity over time. 

To provide an understanding of causes and 

consequences. 

To provide historical context prior to beginning 

study of the Romans. 

Understanding of how Rome was founded and 

how the Romans began to establish their Empire. 

Subject specific skills 

being developed: 

● Source utility 

● Interpretations 

● Chronology 

Half Term 2: The Romans 

 

All students will know: 

The skills, training, tactics and discipline of the Roman army. 

Reasons for the decline of the Roman Empire. 

The legacy of the Romans. 

 

 

All students will be assessed: 

Pupils will be assessed regularly (weekly as a minimum, 

sometimes just recap questions from prior lessons) with low-

stake knowledge quizzes to embed prior learning. 

Knowledge test every three weeks. 

 

Impact - Why do we teach this? 

Understanding of the legacy the Romans have brought to 

Britain. 

Understanding of how the Romans became so powerful as 

a case study of Empire-building. 

Subject specific skills 

being developed: 

● Significance 

● Diversity 

● Causation 

Half Term 3:  The Norman Conquest 

 

All students will know: 

A range of key words to demonstrate an understanding of 

the events and individuals of the Norman Conquest. 

Key features of the Battle of Fulford Gate, Stamford Bridge, 

Battle of Hastings, Contenders to the Throne 

Reasons why William the Conqueror won at Hastings 

The consequences of the Norman conquest.  

Categorisation of different types or groups of causes and/or 

consequences in the above e.g William’s skill v Harold’s 

mistakes,  long Term vs short Term consequences of the 

conquest.  

 

All students will be assessed: 

Regular knowledge recall quizzes (including knowledge test 

every 3 weeks) 

Clearly identified marking points for formative feedback 

(once per half term) 

Year 7 Assessment paper on the Romans with GCSE style 

questions to embed exam technique.  

 

 

Impact - Why do we teach this? 

Addresses skill A02 for Year 7: causation and consequence 

& change and continuity 

Builds A01 Knowledge through a focus on fey features of the 

Roman Republic and Roman Empire 

Develops understanding of underpinning historical concepts 

Subject specific skills 

being developed: 

● Change & 

continuity 

● Use of evidence 

● Organising 

knowledge 

Reading Skills needed 

for this unit: 

Knowledge retrieval 

Skim/scan 

Key Vocabulary: 

Timeline, interpretation, 

evidence, 

provenance, 

chronology, BC, AD, 

century, decade, 

millennium 

 

Reading Skills needed for 

this unit: 

Skim/scan, summarising 

key information from texts 

to draw key conclusions 

and evaluations 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

Republic, myth, legend, 

oath, gravitas, dignitas, 

Hannibal, Punic wars, 

aqueducts, consul, 

senators, plebs, 

patricians, Caesar, 

Pompey, Pompeii, 

Augustus, Colosseum, 

barbarian tribes 

Reading Skills needed 

for this unit: 

Knowledge retrieval 

Skim/scan 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

Monarch, Heir, Fyrd, 

Cavalry, Feigned retreat, 

Feudal, Knight, 

Rebellion, Conquest, 

motte and bailey 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● Numeracy  

● English 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● Numeracy  

● English 

● Languages 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● Numeracy 

● English  

● PSHE 

 

Half Term 4: Life in Norman England/ Medieval 

England 

 

All students will know: 

Problems facing William after his conquest of 

England 

Use of the Feudal System, Castle building and 

the Harrying of the North 

How the Domesday book helped William gain 

and maintain control 

Significance of Magna Carta, Simon de Montfort 

All students will be assessed: 

Pupils will be assessed regularly (weekly as a 

minimum, sometimes just recap questions from 

prior lessons) with low-stake knowledge quizzes to 

embed prior learning. 

Knowledge test every three weeks. 

Impact - Why do we teach this? 

Addressing skills of significance and change and 

continuity. 

Subject specific skills 

being developed:  

● Cause and 

consequence 

● Change and 

continuity 

● Source utility 

Half Term 5: Life in Medieval England 

 

All students will know: 

Key features of Medieval society with a particular focus on 

social structures, ideas and beliefs, needs  

The events of the Peasants’ Revolt  

Students understand the nature of historical evidence 

(sources) used in understanding Medieval peasant lives 

and how this differs from a study of the rich and powerful  

Students understand the impact the Black Death had on 

English peasants’ lives and the changes and continuities 

this brought 

Students categorise and compare reasons for the First 

Crusade 

All students will be assessed: 

Regular knowledge recall quizzes (weekly as a minimum) 

Knowledge quiz every three weeks. 

Clearly identified marking points for formative feedback 

(once per half term) 

Impact - Why do we teach this? 

Subject specific skills 

being developed: 

● Cause and 

consequence 

● Change and 

continuity 

● Source utility 

Half Term 6:  The Renaissance 

 

All students will know: 

What the Renaissance was. 

Why the Renaissance happened in Italy. 

Key figures of the Renaissance: Gutenberg, Vesalius, Galieo, 

da Vinci. 

 

All students will be assessed: 

Year 7 end of year linear assessment paper on Romans, 

Norman England and Medieval England with GCSE style 

questions to embed exam technique.  

Pupils will be assessed regularly (weekly as a minimum, 

sometimes just recap questions from prior lessons) with low-

stake knowledge quizzes to embed prior learning 

Knowledge test every three weeks. 

 

Impact- Why do we teach this? 

Subject specific skills 

being developed:  

● Cause and 

consequence 

● Change and 

continuity 

● Source utility 

Reading Skills needed 

for this unit: 

Skim/scan, summarising 

key information from 

texts to draw key 

conclusions and 

evaluations 

Key Vocabulary: 

Monarchy, War, 

Government, Rebellion, 

Conquest, Domesday 

Reading Skills needed for 

this unit: 

Skim/scan, summarising 

key information from texts 

to draw key conclusions 

and evaluations 

Key Vocabulary: 

Plays, town charters, 

market, craftsmen, manor 

house, mill, peasant 

house, open fields, tithe, 

common land  

Reading Skills needed 

for this unit: 

Skim/scan, summarising 

key information from 

texts to draw key 

conclusions and 

evaluations 

Key Vocabulary: 

Peasant, Hierarchy, 

Christianity, Pope, 

Crusade, Tax, Villein. 



 
 

Builds A01 Knowledge through a focus on fey 

features and narrative of 1066  

 

 

book, feudal system, 

hierarchy 

Builds A01, knowledge through a focus on fey features of 

Medieval society and narrative of Peasants' Revolt. 

Develops understanding of underpinning historical 

concepts  

 

 

Beginning to form an understanding of significance and 

assess relative significance of key historical figures to form 

an overall judgement. 

Builds A01, knowledge through a focus on fey features of 

the Renaissance 

Develops understanding of underpinning historical concepts  

 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● Numeracy  

● PSHE 

● English 

 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● Numeracy  

● PSHE 

● English 

● Science 

 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● Numeracy  

● English 

● Science 

 

Ensuring this curriculum meets the needs of all pupils: this curriculum has been designed to ensure pupils from all starting points will develop the key curriculum skills and knowledge identified. The curriculum design ensures that each unit forms part of the overall learning journey and there are 

opportunities for revisiting skills and linking together key pieces of knowledge. Whole Academy policies and practices are followed to tailor the delivery of the curriculum for individuals and groups of students. For example SEND students have individual learning profiles that outline 

needs/strategies to be used, Whole group rag rating are in place to identify key teaching strategies that will be used with individual teaching groups. Ongoing formative assessment and clear summative assessment points allow individual staff and departments to identify misconception and 

adjust curriculum appropriately.    

Enrichment opportunities:  

 

● Site visits/trips Kenilworth Castle 

Career opportunities/ links:  

Understanding of key careers linked to history skills e.g archaeologist, lawyer, journalist. 

 

 


