
 
 

2022-2023 Year 10 Curriculum and Assessment Plan for History  

The curriculum and assessment of students at this stage of education has been carefully designed to promote deep learning of History and develop students into critical and analytical students of the subject: 

By the end of year 10, students will be mid way through their GCSE course and will have dedicated extended periods to developing skills in line with 4 assessment objectives; knowledge and understanding, use of second order concepts, use of sources, and 

evaluating interpretations. They will have begun to develop and extend their knowledge and understanding of specified key events, periods and societies in local, British, and wider world history; and of the wide diversity of human experience. They will 

engage in historical enquiry to develop as independent learners and as critical and reflective thinkers, develop the ability to ask relevant questions about the past, to investigate issues critically and to make valid historical claims by using a range of sources in 

their historical context, develop an awareness of why people, events and developments have been accorded historical significance and how and why different interpretations have been constructed about them. 

 

Half Term 1: Power and the People, 1170-present 

 

All students will know: 

How key features in the development of power 

were linked with the key features of 

society in Britain in the periods studied. They will 

develop an understanding of the nature and 

process of change. This will involve 

understanding patterns of change, trends and 

turning points, and the influence of factors 

inhibiting or encouraging change within periods 

and across the theme. The key factors are: 

economy, religion, government, communication, 

war and violence, key individuals, chance. 

 

All students will be assessed: 

Pupils will also be assessed weekly with low stake 

knowledge quizzes in order to reinforce key 

words. 

Regular exam practice questions set for 

homework. 

Use of Seneca and carousel for retrieval. 

 

Impact - Why do we teach this? 

The thematic studies require students to 

understand change and continuity across a long 

sweep of history, including the most significant 

characteristics of different ages from the 

medieval to modern periods. They include 

people, events and developments and reveal 

wider changes in aspects of society over the 

centuries and allow comparisons to be made 

between different periods of history. 

 

Subject specific skills 

being developed: 

AO1 - Knowledge and 

understanding 

AO2 - Use of second 

order concepts 

AO3 - Use of sources 

 

Half Term 2: Power and the People 1170-present 

 

 All students will know: 

How key features in the development of power were 

linked with the key features of 

society in Britain in the periods studied. They will develop 

an understanding of the nature and process of change. 

This will involve understanding patterns of change, 

trends and turning points, and the influence of factors 

inhibiting or encouraging change within periods and 

across the theme. The key factors are: economy, 

religion, government, communication, war and 

violence, key individuals, chance. 

 

All students will be assessed: 

Pupils will also be assessed weekly with low stake 

knowledge quizzes in order to reinforce key words. 

Regular exam practice questions set for homework. 

Use of Seneca and carousel for retrieval. 

 

Impact - Why do we teach this? 

The thematic studies require students to understand 

change and continuity across a long sweep of history, 

including the most significant characteristics of different 

ages from the medieval to modern periods. They 

include people, events and developments and reveal 

wider changes in aspects of society over the centuries 

and allow comparisons to be made between different 

periods of history. 

 

Subject specific skills 

being developed: 

AO1 - Knowledge and 

understanding 

AO2 - Use of second 

order concepts 

AO3 - Use of sources 

 

Half Term 3: Norman England, 1066-1100 

 

All students will know: 

Comparisons will be made with Anglo-Saxon Monarchy and 

government, Earldoms, local government and the legal system 

the economy and social system and the influence of the Church. 

The last years of Edward the Confessor and 

the succession crisis: The house of Godwin. Harold Godwinson’s 

succession as Earl of Wessex. The power of the Godwins. Harold 

Godwinson’s embassy to Normandy. The rising against Tostig and 

his exile. The death of Edward the Confessor. 

The rival claimants for the throne: The motives and claims of 

William of Normandy, Harald Hardrada and Edgar. The Witan and 

the coronation and reign of Harold Godwinson. 

Reasons for, and significance of, the outcome of the battles of 

Gate Fulford and Stamford Bridge. The Norman invasion: The 

Battle of Fulford Gate, Stamford Bridge and Hastings. Reasons for 

William’s victory. 1068–71: The revolt of Earls Edwin and Morcar in 

1068. Edgar the Aethling and the rebellions in the North (1069). 

Hereward the Wake and rebellion at Ely (1070–71)  

The legacy of resistance to 1087 

The reasons for and features of Harrying of the North (1069–70). Its 

immediate and long-term impact, 1069–87.Changes in 

landownership from Anglo-Saxon to Norman, 1066–87. How 

William I maintained royal power. 

 

All students will be assessed: 

Main assessment point - pupils will be assessed using a GCSE 

paper on the Power and the People unit. 

Pupils will also be assessed weekly with low stake knowledge 

quizzes in order to reinforce key words and beliefs. 

 

Impact - Why do we teach this? 

The depth studies focus on a substantial and coherent short time 

span and require students to understand the complexity of a 

society or historical situation and the interplay of different 

aspects within it. This  includes social, economic, 

political, religious and military aspects. 

 

Subject specific skills 

being developed: 

AO1 - Knowledge and 

understanding 

AO2 - Use of second 

order concepts 

AO3 - Use of sources 

 

Reading Skills needed 

for this unit: 

Skim/Scan, 

summarising key 

information, drawing 

key conclusions and 

evaluations, source 

study and 

interpretation 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

Medieval, early 

modern, modern, 

Parliament, 

government, 

monarchy, Republic, 

democracy, charter, 

nobility, peasants, 

revolt, economy, 

religion 

 

Reading Skills needed 

for this unit: 

Skim/Scan, 

summarising key 

information, drawing 

key conclusions and 

evaluations, source 

study and 

interpretation 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

Revolution, Republic, 

Civil War, Lord 

Protector, reform, 

factories, social 

reformers, slavery, 

abolition, trade 

unionism, petitions, 

oath, suffrage, 

representation, 

franchise, Empire, 

immigration, riots, 

discrimination, 

prejudice. 

 

Reading Skills needed 

for this unit: 

Skim/Scan, summarising 

key information, drawing 

key conclusions and 

evaluations, source 

study and interpretation 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

Thegn, fyrd, claimant, 

novissima verba, post 

obitum,  

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● Numeracy  

● PSHE 

 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● Numeracy  

● PSHE 

 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● Numeracy  

● PSHE 

 

Half Term 4: Norman England, 1066-1100 

 

All students will know: 

1068–71 rebellions: The revolt of Earls Edwin and 

Morcar in 1068. Edgar the Aethling and the 

rebellions in the North (1069). Hereward the 

Wake and rebellion at Ely (1070–71)  

The legacy of resistance to 1087 

Subject specific skills 

being developed: 

AO1 - Knowledge and 

understanding 

AO2 - Use of second 

order concepts 

 

Half Term 5:  

 

All students will know: 

Historic Environment this changes each year. The focus 

for 2023 exams is how William gained control over the 

north of England, including the Harrying of the North. 

 

 

Subject specific skills 

being developed: 

AO1 - Knowledge and 

understanding 

AO2 - Use of second 

order concepts 

 

Half Term 6: America 1920-73 

 

All students will know:  

1920s Boom reasons for the boom, people who did/did not 

benefit, social and cultural changes. 

Prohibition reasons for its introduction, effects, problems with 

enforcement, problems with gang violence, including the 

Valentine’s Day massacre. 

Subject specific skills 

being developed:  

AO1 - Knowledge and 

understanding 

AO2 - Use of second 

order concepts 

 



 
 

The reasons for and features of Harrying of the 

North (1069–70). Its immediate and long-term 

impact, 1069–87.Changes in landownership from 

Anglo-Saxon to Norman, 1066–87. How William I 

maintained royal power. 

Norman England, 1066–88: The Feudal system 

and the church, Norman Government, The 

Norman aristocracy, William I and his sons 

Life in Norman England continuity and change in 

terms of law and order, language, religion, 

towns, villages. 

Norman religion role of the church in Norman 

England, relations between English Kings and 

Popes, monasticism and how it developed in 

Norman England. 

 

All students will be assessed: 

Pupils will also be assessed weekly with low stake 

knowledge quizzes in order to reinforce key 

words and beliefs. 

Use of Seneca and Carousel for retrieval. 

 

Impact - Why do we teach this? 

The depth studies focus on a substantial and 

coherent short time span and require students 

to understand the complexity of a society or 

historical situation and the interplay of different 

aspects within it. This  includes social, economic, 

political, religious and military aspects. 

 

Reading Skills needed 

for this unit: 

Skim/Scan, 

summarising key 

information, drawing 

key conclusions and 

evaluations, source 

study and 

interpretation 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

Feudal, oath of fealty, 

military, peasants, 

knights, barons, 

aristocracy, bailiff, 

steward, Lord, murdrum 

fines, trial by ordeal, 

shire courts, hundred 

courts, monasticism, 

Cluniac, Benedictine 

 

All students will be assessed: 

Main assessment point - pupils will be assessed using a 

GCSE paper on Power and the People and Norman 

England (AQA Paper 2) Assessment point allows for 

summative feedback so that progress can be tracked. 

This will look at the two main assessment criteria of the 

GCSE.  

Pupils will also be assessed weekly with low stake 

knowledge quizzes. 

Use of Seneca and Carousel for retrieval. 

 

Impact - Why do we teach this? 

The depth studies focus on a substantial and coherent 

short time span and require students 

to understand the complexity of a society or historical 

situation and the interplay of different 

aspects within it. This  includes social, economic, 

political, religious and military aspects. 

 

  

Reading Skills needed 

for this unit: 

Skim/Scan, 

summarising key 

information, drawing 

key conclusions and 

evaluations, source 

study and 

interpretation 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

Consolidation, Harrying 

of the North, castles, 

power, feudal 

  

 

All students will be assessed: 

Pupils will also be assessed weekly with low stake knowledge 

quizzes in order to reinforce key words and beliefs.  

Use of Seneca and Carousel for retrieval. 

 

Impact- Why do we teach this? 

The period studies focus on a substantial and coherent medium 

time span of 50 years and enable students to understand the 

unfolding narrative of substantial developments and issues 

associated with the period. 

 

 

Reading Skills needed 

for this unit: 

Skim/Scan, summarising 

key information, drawing 

key conclusions and 

evaluations, source 

study and interpretation 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

Boom, bust, Flappers, 

Hays code, cinema, 

radio, new consumer 

products, advertising, 

Prohibition, racketeering, 

temperance 

movements, 

enforcement 

 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● Numeracy  

● PSHE 

 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● Numeracy  

● PSHE 

 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● Numeracy  

● PSHE 

 

Ensuring this curriculum meets the needs of all pupils: this curriculum has been designed to ensure pupils from all starting points will develop the key curriculum skills and knowledge identified. The curriculum design ensures that each unit forms part of the overall learning journey and there are 

opportunities for revisiting skills and linking together key pieces of knowledge. Whole Academy policies and practices are followed to tailor the delivery of the curriculum for individuals and groups of students. For example SEND students have individual learning profiles that outline 

needs/strategies to be used, Whole group RIPs are in place to identify key teaching strategies that will be used with individual teaching groups. Ongoing formative assessment and clear summative assessment points allow individual staff and departments to identify misconception and 

adjust curriculum appropriately.    

Enrichment opportunities:  

Career opportunities/ links:  

 

 


