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2022-2023 Year 13 Philosophy and DCT Curriculum and Assessment Plan for RE  

 

The curriculum and assessment of pupils at this stage of education has been carefully designed to:    Allow students to study philosophical issues and questions raised by religion and belief. These include arguments regarding the existence or 
non-existence of God, the nature and influence of religious experience and the problems of evil and suffering. They will also explore philosophical language and thought, through significant concepts and the works of key thinkers, 
illustrated in issues or debates in the philosophy of religion. Religion and ethics is characterised by the study of ethical language and thought, with exploration of key concepts and the works of influential thinkers. Ethical theory will 
also be applied to issues of importance, namely euthanasia, business ethics, and sexual ethics. Developments in religious thought provides an opportunity for the systematic study of one religious tradition. This will include the 
exploration of religious beliefs, values, teachings and practices that shape religious identity, as well as sources of wisdom and authority. Also central are the ways in which religious traditions have developed over time, and religious 
responses to challenges and significant contemporary social issues. 
Half Term 1 The nature or attributes of God:   

 

All pupils will know:  

Developments in the  

understanding of: 

• omnipotence 

• omniscience 

• (omni)benevolence 

• eternity 

• free will 

 

• divine power and self-imposed limitation 

• divine knowledge and its interaction with 

• temporal existence and free will 

• divine benevolence and just judgement 

of human  

• actions, including Boethius’s argument 

relating 

• this to divine foreknowledge, eternity 

and free will 

• divine eternity and divine action in time, 

• including Anselm’s four-dimensionalist 

approach  

• as an extension of Boethius’s view 

• the extent to which human free will 

reasonably  

• coexists with these attributes 

• the above should be studied with 

reference to  

• alternative possibilities presented by 

Boethius, 

• Anselm and Swinburne 

 

All pupils will be assessed by: 

Exam style questions and a mock exam. 

 

Impact- Why do we teach this? 

Students will have the opportunity to discuss 

issues related to developments in the  

understanding of the nature of God and the 

different possibilities presented by the key 

thinkers, including: 

•whether or not it is possible, or necessary, to 

resolve the apparent conflicts between 

divine attributes 

• whether Boethius, Anselm or Swinburne 

provides the most useful understanding of  

the relationship between divinity and time 

Subject specific skills 

being developed:. 

● Interpretation 

● Evaluation 

● Analysis 

● Appraisal  

Half Term 2 Religious Language: Negative, Analogical or 

Symbolic:  

 

All pupils will know: 

 

• the apophatic way  

• the via negativa  

• cataphatic way 

• the via positive 

• symbol 

 
• the argument that theological language is best  

• approached by negation 

• the understanding of religious language in terms  

• of analogy, with reference to: 

• Aquinas’s analogy of attribution and analogy 

• of proper proportion 

• understanding of the language of religious  

• expression in terms of symbol, with reference to: 

• Tillich’s view of theological language as  

• almost entirely symbolic 

 

All pupils will be assessed: 

Exam style questions and a mock exam (Mock exam in 

Jan.).  

 

Impact - Why do we teach this? 

Students will have the opportunity to discuss issues related 

to developments in the understanding of the nature of God 

and the different possibilities presented by the key thinkers, 

including: • whether or not it is possible, or necessary, to 

resolve the apparent conflicts between divine attributes • 

whether Boethius, Anselm or Swinburne provides the most 

useful understanding of the relationship between divinity 

and time • whether or not any of these thinkers are 

successful in resolving the problems of divine knowledge, 

benevolence, justice, eternity and human free will • 

whether the attributes should be understood as subject to 

the limits of logical possibility or of divine self-limitation 

 

Subject specific skills 

being developed: 

● Interpretation 

● Evaluation 

● Analysis 

● Appraisal  

Half Term 3 T Religious Language: Twentieth Century 

Perspectives:   

 

All pupils will know: 

 

• logical positivism  

• Wittgenstein’s views on language games and forms 

of life  

• discussion about the factual quality of religious 

language in the falsification symposium 

 

• the impact of the verification principle on the use 

of religious language, with reference to: 

•  Ayer’s approach to verification 

• how language games may permit religious  

• language to be deemed meaningful yet not 

cognitive 

• the varying arguments, with their associated  

• parables, put forward in relation to theological 

• language by: 

• Flew, Hare and Mitchell in their contributions to the 

symposium 

 

All pupils will be assessed: 

Exam style questions and a mock exam at the start of this 

term. 

 

 

Impact - Why do we teach this? 

Students will have the opportunity to discuss issues related to 

different views of religious language, including: • whether or 

not any version of the verification principle successfully 

renders religious language as meaningless • whether or not 

any participant in the falsification symposium presented a 

convincing approach to the understanding of religious 

language • a comparison of the ideas of Aquinas and 

Wittgenstein, including: o whether a cognitive approach 

(such as Aquinas’s thinking on analogy) or a non-cognitive 

approach (such as the language games concept of 

Wittgenstein) present better ways of making sense of 

religious language o the influence of non-cognitive 

approaches on the interpretation of religious texts o how far 

Aquinas’ analogical view of theological language remains 

valuable in philosophy of religion 

 

Subject specific skills 

being developed: 

• Interpretation 

• Evaluation 

• Analysis 

• Appraisal  

Reading Skills needed 

for this unit: 

Knowledge retrieval 

Skim/scan 

Interpreting ancient 

writing 

Interpreting different 

accounts. 

 

Key Vocabulary:  

Omnipotence, 

omniscience, (omni) 

benevolence, eternity, 

free will, Boethius, 

Anselm, Swinburne.  

 

Reading Skills needed for 

this unit: 

 

Knowledge retrieval 

Skim/scan 

Interpreting ancient 

writing 

Interpreting different 

accounts. 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

 

The apophatic way, via 

negative, cataphatic 

way, the via positive, 

symbol, Tillich. 

 

 

 

Reading Skills needed 

for this unit: 

 

Knowledge retrieval 

Skim/scan 

Interpreting ancient 

writing 

Interpreting different 

accounts. 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

logical positivism, 

Wittgenstein, language 

games, forms of life, 

religious language, 

falsification symposium. 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● English 

● History 

● PSHE 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● Art 

● English 

● History  

● PSHE 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● English 

● History 

● PSHE 
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• whether or not any of these thinkers are 

successful in resolving the problems of divine  

knowledge, benevolence, justice, eternity and 

human free will 

•whether the attributes should be understood as 

subject to the limits of logical 

possibility or of divine self-limitation 

 

Half Term 4 Developments in Christian Thought 
Religious pluralism and theology:  

 

All pupils will know: 

 

• The teaching of contemporary Christian 

theology of religion on: 

• exclusivism 

• inclusivism 

• pluralism 

 

• the view that only Christianity fully offers 

the 

• means of salvation the view that 

although Christianity is the 

• normative means of salvation, 

‘anonymous’ 

• Christians may also receive salvation 

• the view that there are many ways to 

salvation, 

• of which Christianity is one path 

 

All pupils will be assessed: 

Exam style questions and a mock exam. 

 

Impact - Why do we teach this? 

 

Students will have the opportunity to discuss 

issues related to religious pluralism and  

Christian theology of religion, including: 

• whether or not if Christ is the ‘truth’ there 

can be any other means of salvation 

• whether or not a loving God would 

ultimately deny any human being 

salvation 

• whether or not all good people will be 

saved  

• whether or not theological pluralism 

undermines central Christian beliefs 

 

Subject specific skills 

being developed:  

● Interpretation 

● Evaluation  

● Analysis  

● Appraisal  

Half Term 5 Revision and Knowledge Retrieval:   

All pupils will know: 

 

Systematically revise all A Level topics that have been 

taught throughout the two year course.  Cramming 

Timetable for all students.  

 

All pupils will be assessed: 

3x Exam: 

 

Phil. 

Ethics.  

DCT.  

 

 

Impact - Why do we teach this? 

To gain a strong pass at A GCE.  

 

Subject specific skills 

being developed: 

● Interpretation 

● Evaluation  

● Analysis  

● Appraisal  

Half Term 6: 

 

 

Subject specific skills 

being developed: 

• Interpretation 

• Evaluation 

• Analysis 

• Appraisal 

 

Reading Skills needed 

for this unit: 

 

Knowledge retrieval 

Skim/scan 

Interpreting ancient 

writing 

Interpreting different 

accounts. 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

All the above. 

 

  

Reading Skills needed for 

this unit: 

 

Knowledge retrieval 

Skim/scan 

Interpreting ancient 

writing 

Interpreting different 

accounts. 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

All the above. 

 

 

 

 

Reading Skills needed 

for this unit: 

 

Knowledge retrieval 

Skim/scan 

Interpreting ancient 

writing 

Interpreting different 

accounts. 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

All of the above. 

 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● English 

● History 

● PSHE 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● English 

● History 

● PSHE 

 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● English 

● History 

PSHE 

Ensuring this curriculum meets the needs of all pupils: In Philosophy of religion learners will study philosophical issues and questions raised by religion and belief. These include arguments regarding the existence or non-existence of God, the nature and 

influence of religious experience and the problems of evil and suffering. They will also explore philosophical language and thought, through significant concepts and the works of key thinkers, illustrated in issues or debates in the philosophy of religion. 

 

In Developments in religious thought provides an opportunity for the systematic study of one religious tradition. This will include the exploration of religious beliefs, values, teachings and practices that shape religious identity, as well as sources of wisdom and 

authority. Also central are the ways in which religious traditions have developed over time, and religious responses to challenges and significant contemporary social issues 
Enrichment opportunities:  

● Site visits/trips – Catholic church. 

● Visit to the Chapel.  

Career opportunities/ links: Legal Profession/Medical Profession/Police/Social Work, Religious Vocation.  
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