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2022-2023 Year 13 Ethics DCT Curriculum and Assessment Plan for RE  

 

The curriculum and assessment of pupils at this stage of education has been carefully designed to:    Allow students to study philosophical issues and questions raised by religion and belief. These include arguments regarding the existence or 
non-existence of God, the nature and influence of religious experience and the problems of evil and suffering. They will also explore philosophical language and thought, through significant concepts and the works of key thinkers, 
illustrated in issues or debates in the philosophy of religion. Religion and ethics is characterised by the study of ethical language and thought, with exploration of key concepts and the works of influential thinkers. Ethical theory will 
also be applied to issues of importance, namely euthanasia, business ethics, and sexual ethics. Developments in religious thought provides an opportunity for the systematic study of one religious tradition. This will include the 
exploration of religious beliefs, values, teachings and practices that shape religious identity, as well as sources of wisdom and authority. Also central are the ways in which religious traditions have developed over time, and religious 
responses to challenges and significant contemporary social issues. 
Half Term 1: Meta Ethics  

 

All pupils will know: 

 

• naturalism 

• intuitionism 

• emotivism 

 

• what it is (the belief that basic moral truths are 

indefinable but self-evident) and its application 

to the term good  

• what it is (the belief that ethical terms evince 

approval or 

 

 

All pupils will be assessed by: 

Exam style questions and a mock exam. 

 

Impact- Why do we teach this? 

 

Students will have the opportunity to discuss 

issues related to meta-ethics, including: 

•  whether or not what is meant by the 

word ‘good’ is the defining question in the 

study of ethics  

• whether or not ethical terms such as good, 

bad, right and wrong: 

o have an objective factual basis that makes 

them true or false in describing 

something 

o reflect only what is in the mind of the person 

using such terms 

o can be said to be meaningful or meaningless 

• whether or not, from a common sense 

approach, people just know within  

themselves what is good, bad, right and wrong 

 

 

Subject specific skills 

being developed:. 

● Interpretation 

● Evaluation 

● Analysis 

● Appraisal  

Half Term 2:Conscience 

 

All pupils will know: 

 

• Aquinas’ theological approach  

 

• Freud’s psychological approach 

 

• details of this approach, including: 

• ratio (reason placed in every person as a result of  

• being created in the image of God) 

• synderesis (inner principle directing a person 

• towards good and away from evil) 

• conscientia (a person’s reason making moral  

• judgements). 

• vincible ignorance (lack of knowledge for which a  

• person is responsible) 

• invincible ignorance (lack of knowledge for which  

• a person is not responsible) 

 

• details of this approach, including: 

• psychosexual development (early childhood  

• awareness of libido) 

• oid (instinctive impulses that seek satisfaction in 

• pleasure) 

• ego (mediates between the id and the demands 

of social interaction) 

• super-ego (contradicts the id and working on  

• internalised ideals from parents and society tries  

• to make the ego behave morally 

 

All pupils will be assessed: 

Exam style questions and a mock exam (Mock exam in 

Jan.). 

 

Impact - Why do we teach this? 

 

Students will have the opportunity to discuss issues related 

to ideas about conscience, including:  

• comparison between Aquinas and Freud: o on the 

concept of guilt o on the presence or absence of God 

within the workings of the conscience and super-ego o on 

the process of moral decision-making  

• whether conscience is linked to, or separate from, reason 

and the unconscious mind  

• whether conscience exists at all or is instead an umbrella 

term covering various factors involved in moral decision-

Subject specific skills 

being developed: 

● Interpretation 

● Evaluation 

● Analysis 

● Appraisal  

Half Term 3: Sexual Ethics   

 

All pupils will know: 

 

consideration of the following areas 

of sexual ethics: 

• premarital and extramarital  

• sex 

• homosexuality 

the influence of developments in religious beliefs and 

practices on 

• debates about the morality, legality and tolerability 

of these areas of  

• sexual ethics 

 

application of the following theories 

• to these areas of sexual ethics: 

• natural law 

• situation ethics 

• Kantian ethics 

• utilitarianism 

 

All pupils will be assessed: 

Exam style questions and a mock exam at the start of this 

term. 

 

 

Impact - Why do we teach this? 

 

Students will have the opportunity to discuss issues related to 

ideas about sexual ethics and changing attitudes towards it, 

including:  

• whether or not religious beliefs and practices concerning 

sex and relationships have a continuing role in the area of 

sexual ethics  

• whether choices in the area of sexual behaviour should be 

entirely private and personal, or whether they should be 

subject to societal norms and legislation  

• whether normative theories are useful in what they might 

say about sexual ethics 

 

 

Subject specific skills 

being developed: 

• Interpretation 

• Evaluation 

• Analysis 

• Appraisal  

Reading Skills needed 

for this unit: 

Knowledge retrieval 

Skim/scan 

Interpreting ancient 

writing 

Interpreting different 

accounts. 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

naturalism, intuitionism, 

emotivism. 

Reading Skills needed for 

this unit: 

 

Knowledge retrieval 

Skim/scan 

Interpreting ancient 

writing 

Interpreting different 
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Key Vocabulary: 
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Freud, ego, super ego. 

 

 

 

 

Reading Skills needed 

for this unit: 

 

Knowledge retrieval 

Skim/scan 

Interpreting ancient 

writing 

Interpreting different 

accounts. 

 

Key Vocabulary: natural 

law, situation ethics, 

Kantian ethics, 
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Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● English 

● History 

● Psychology 

● PSHE 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● English 
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Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 
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● PSHE 
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making, such as culture, environment, genetic 

predisposition and education 

Half Term 4: Developments in Christian Thought: 

Religious pluralism, theology, and society 

 

Gender and Ssciety 

 

All pupils will know: 

 

The teaching of contemporary Christian theology 

of religion on:  

• exclusivism o 

•  inclusivism  

• pluralism 

 

the development of contemporary multi-faith 

societies 

 

• responses of Christian communities to 

inter-faith dialogue  

• the scriptural reasoning movement 

 

The effects of changing views of gender and 

gender roles on Christian thought and practice, 

including:  

• Christian teaching on the roles of men 

and women in the family and society o 

• Christian responses to contemporary 

secular views about the roles of men and 

women in the family and society 

 

 

All pupils will be assessed: 

Exam style questions and a mock exam. 

 

Impact - Why do we teach this? 

 

Students will have the opportunity to discuss 

issues related to Christian responses to 

multi-faith societies and inter-faith dialogue, 

including: 

•whether or not inter-faith dialogue has 

contributed practically towards social 

cohesion 

• whether or not Christian communities should 

seek to convert people from other 

Faiths 

 

Students will have the opportunity to discuss 

issues related to Christian responses to changing 

views of gender and gender roles, including:  

 

• whether or not official Christian teaching 

should resist current secular views of gender 

 

Subject specific skills 

being developed:  

● Interpretation 

● Evaluation  

● Analysis  

● Appraisal  

Half Term 5: Developments in Christian Thought: Liberation 

Theology, Marx and the challenge of secularism   

All pupils will know: 

 

• The relationship of liberation theology and Marx, 

including:  

•  Marx’s teaching on alienation and exploitation  

• liberation theology’s use of Marx to analyse social 

sin 

• liberation theology’s teaching on the ‘preferential 

option for the poor’ 

 

 

• The rise of secularism and secularisation, and the 

views that:  

• God is an illusion and the result of wish fulfilment  

• Christianity should play no part in public life 

 

 

All pupils will be assessed: 

Exam style questions and a mock exam. 

 

Impact - Why do we teach this? 

 

Students will have the opportunity to discuss issues related 

to liberation theology and Marx, including:   

• whether or not Christian theology should engage 

with atheist secular ideologies  

• whether or not Christianity tackles social issues 

more effectively than Marxism  

• whether or not liberation theology has engaged 

with Marxism fully enough 

 

Students will have the opportunity to discuss issues related 

to the challenge of secularism, including:  

 

• whether or not spiritual values are just human values  

 

• whether or not there is evidence that Christianity is a 

major cause of personal and social problems 

 

 

Subject specific skills 

being developed: 

● Interpretation 

● Evaluation  

● Analysis  

● Appraisal  

Half Term 6:  
 

 

 

Reading Skills needed 

for this unit: 

 

Knowledge retrieval 

Skim/scan 

Interpreting ancient 

writing 

Interpreting different 

accounts. 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

All the above. 
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Ensuring this curriculum meets the needs of all pupils:  Religion and ethics is characterised by the study of ethical language and thought, with exploration of key concepts and the works of influential thinkers. Ethical theory will also be applied to issues of 

importance, namely euthanasia, business ethics, and sexual ethics.  Developments in religious thought provides an opportunity for the systematic study of one religious tradition. This will include the exploration of religious beliefs, values, teachings and 

practices that shape religious identity, as well as sources of wisdom and authority. Also central are the ways in which religious traditions have developed over time, and religious responses to challenges and significant contemporary social issues 
Enrichment opportunities:  

● Site visits/trips – Catholic church. 

● Visit to the Chapel.  

Career opportunities/ links: Legal Profession/Medical Profession/Police/Social Work, Religious Vocation.  

 


