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2022-2023 Year 12 Philosophy Curriculum and Assessment Plan for RE  

 

The curriculum and assessment of pupils at this stage of education has been carefully designed to:    Allow students to study philosophical issues and questions raised by religion and belief. These include arguments regarding the existence or 
non-existence of God, the nature and influence of religious experience and the problems of evil and suffering. They will also explore philosophical language and thought, through significant concepts and the works of key thinkers, 
illustrated in issues or debates in the philosophy of religion. Religion and ethics is characterised by the study of ethical language and thought, with exploration of key concepts and the works of influential thinkers. Ethical theory will 
also be applied to issues of importance, namely euthanasia, business ethics, and sexual ethics. Developments in religious thought provides an opportunity for the systematic study of one religious tradition. This will include the 
exploration of religious beliefs, values, teachings and practices that shape religious identity, as well as sources of wisdom and authority. Also central are the ways in which religious traditions have developed over time, and religious 
responses to challenges and significant contemporary social issues. 
Half Term 1 Ancient philosophical influences:   

 

All pupils will know:   

the philosophical views of Plato, in relation to: 

• understanding of reality 

• the Forms 

• the analogy of the  

• cave  

 

• the philosophical views of Aristotle, in relation 

to: 

• understanding of  

• reality 

• the four causes 

• the Prime Move 

 

All pupils will be assessed by: 

Exam style questions and a mock exam. 

 

Impact- Why do we teach this? 

Students will have the opportunity to discuss 

issues related to the ideas of Plato and  

Aristotle, including: 

• comparison and evaluation of Plato’s 

Form of the Good and Aristotle’s Prime 

Mover 

• comparison and evaluation of Plato’s 

reliance on reason (rationalism) and 

Aristotle’s 

• use of the senses (empiricism) in their 

attempts to make sense of reality 

 

Subject specific skills 

being developed:. 

● Interpretation 

● Evaluation 

● Analysis 

● Appraisal  

Half Term 2 Soul, mind and body/Existence of God:  

 

All pupils will know: 

the philosophical language of soul, mind and body in the 

thinking of Plato and Aristotle 

• metaphysics of consciousness, including: 

• substance dualism 

• materialism 

 

• the teleological argument  

• the cosmological argument 

 

 

All pupils will be assessed: 

Exam style questions and a mock exam (Mock exam in 

Jan.).  

 

Impact - Why do we teach this? 

Students will have the opportunity to discuss issues related 

to ideas about soul, mind  

and body, including: 

• materialist critiques of dualism, and dualist 

responses to materialism 

• whether the concept of ‘soul’ is best understood 

metaphorically or as a reality  

• the idea that any discussion about the mind-body 

distinction is a category error 

 

 

Subject specific skills 

being developed: 

● Interpretation 

● Evaluation 

● Analysis 

● Appraisal  

Half Term 3 The Existence of God and God and the World:   

 

All pupils will know: 

Challenges to arguments  

from observation 

• details of Hume’s criticisms of these arguments 

• for the existence of God from natural religion  

• the challenge of evolution 

• the ontological argument 

 

• the nature and influence of religious experience,  

including: 

• mystical experience 

• conversion experience 

 

All pupils will be assessed: 

Exam style questions and a mock exam at the start of this 

term. 

 

 

Impact - Why do we teach this? 

 

Students will have the opportunity to discuss issues related to 

arguments for the existence of God based on observation, 

including: 

• whether a posteriori or a priori is the more persuasive style 

of argument 

• whether or not teleological arguments can be defended 

against the challenge  

of ‘chance’ 

• whether cosmological arguments simply jump to the 

conclusion of a transcendent creator, without sufficient 

explanation 

• whether or not there are logical fallacies in these 

arguments that cannot be overcome 

 

Subject specific skills 

being developed: 

• Interpretation 

• Evaluation 

• Analysis 

• Appraisal  

Reading Skills needed 

for this unit: 

Knowledge retrieval 

Skim/scan 

Interpreting ancient 

writing 

Interpreting different 

accounts. 

 

Key Vocabulary:  

Plato, Aristotle, 

Socrates, Causes, 

Forms, Prime Mover. 

 

Reading Skills needed for 

this unit: 

 

Knowledge retrieval 

Skim/scan 

Interpreting ancient 

writing 

Interpreting different 

accounts. 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

 

Dualism, monism, 

teleological, 

cosmological, 

metaphysics.  

 

 

 

Reading Skills needed 

for this unit: 

 

Knowledge retrieval 

Skim/scan 

Interpreting ancient 

writing 

Interpreting different 

accounts. 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

Ontological, mystical, 

numinous, Hume, James.  

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● English 

● History 

● PSHE 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● Art 

● English 

● History  

● PSHE 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● English 

● History 

● PSHE 

Half Term 4: God and the World 

 

All pupils will know: 

Different ways in which 

individual religious  

experiences can be  

understood  

•examples of mystical and conversion 

Subject specific skills 

being developed:  

● Interpretation 

● Evaluation  

● Analysis  

● Appraisal  

Half Term The problem of evil and Developments in Christian 

Thought Augustine’s Teaching on Human Nature:   

All pupils will know: 

the problem of evil and suffering: 

• different presentations 

• theodicies that propose  

Subject specific skills 

being developed: 

● Interpretation 

● Evaluation  

● Analysis  

● Appraisal  

Half Term 6 Developments in Christian Thought Augustine’s 

Teaching on Human Nature, Death and the Afterlife and 

Knowledge of God’s Existence: 

 

• God’s grace 

 

Christian teaching on: 

• heaven 

Subject specific skills 

being developed: 

• Interpretation 

• Evaluation 

• Analysis 

• Appraisal 
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experiences and views about these, including: 

o views and main conclusions of  

William James  

• as union with a greater power 

• psychological effect such as illusion 

•the product of a physiological effect 

 

 

All pupils will be assessed: 

Exam style questions and a mock exam. 

 

Impact - Why do we teach this? 

Students will have the opportunity to discuss 

issues related to religious experience,  

including: 

• whether personal testimony or witness is 

enough to support the validity of religious 

experiences 

• whether or not corporate religious experiences 

might be considered more reliable or  

valid than individual experiences 

• whether or not religious experience provides a 

basis for belief in God or a greater  

power 

 

 

 

Reading Skills needed 

for this unit: 

 

Knowledge retrieval 

Skim/scan 

Interpreting ancient 

writing 

Interpreting different 

accounts. 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

All the above. 

 

  

some justification or reason for divine action or inaction in 

the face of evil 

 

Human relationships 

• pre- and post-Fall 

• Original Sin and its effects on the will and human 

societies 

 

All pupils will be assessed: 

Exam style questions and a mock exam. 

 

 

Impact - Why do we teach this? 

Students will have the opportunity to discuss issues related 

to the problem of evil, including: 

•whether or not Augustine’s view of the origins of moral and 

natural evils is enough to 

spare God from blame for evils in the world  

• whether or not the need to create a ‘vale of soul-making’ 

can justify the existence or 

extent of evils 

•which of the logical or evidential aspects of the problem 

of evil pose the greater 

challenge to belief 

• whether or not it is possible to successfully defend 

monotheism in the face of evil 

 

Reading Skills needed for 

this unit: 

 

Knowledge retrieval 

Skim/scan 

Interpreting ancient 

writing 

Interpreting different 

accounts. 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

All the above. 

 

 

 

 

• hell 

• purgatory 

• election 

 

Natural knowledge of God’s existence: 

• as an innate human  

• sense of the divine  

• as seen in the order  

• of creation 

• Revealed knowledge of God’s existence:  

• through faith and  

• God’s grace 

• revealed knowledge  

• of God in Jesus Christ 

 

All pupils will be assessed: 

Exam style questions and a mock exam. 

 

 

Impact - Why do we teach this? 

Students will have the opportunity to discuss issues related to 

Augustine’s ideas on 

human nature, including: 

• whether or not Augustine’s teaching on a historical Fall 

and Original Sin is wrong 

• whether or not Augustine is right that sin means that 

humans can never be morally 

good  

•whether or not Augustine’s view of human nature is 

pessimistic or optimistic 

•whether or not there is a distinctive human nature 

 

Students will have the opportunity to discuss issues related to 

Christian ideas on death 

and the afterlife, including: 

•whether or not God’s judgement takes place immediately 

after death or at the end of 

time 

• whether or not hell and heaven are eternal 

 

Students will have the opportunity to discuss issues related to 

Christian ideas on 

knowledge of God, including: 

• whether or not God can be known through reason alone 

•whether or not faith is sufficient reason for belief in God’s 

existence 

• whether or not the Fall has completely removed all natural 

human knowledge of God 

Reading Skills needed 

for this unit: 

 

Knowledge retrieval 

Skim/scan 

Interpreting ancient 

writing 

Interpreting different 

accounts. 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

All of the above. 

 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● English 

● History 

● PSHE 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● English 

● History 

● PSHE 

 

Opportunity for cross-

curricular skill 

development 

● English 

● History 

PSHE 

Ensuring this curriculum meets the needs of all pupils: In Philosophy of religion learners will study philosophical issues and questions raised by religion and belief. These include arguments regarding the existence or non-existence of God, the nature and 

influence of religious experience and the problems of evil and suffering. They will also explore philosophical language and thought, through significant concepts and the works of key thinkers, illustrated in issues or debates in the philosophy of religion. 

 

In Developments in religious thought provides an opportunity for the systematic study of one religious tradition. This will include the exploration of religious beliefs, values, teachings and practices that shape religious identity, as well as sources of wisdom and 

authority. Also central are the ways in which religious traditions have developed over time, and religious responses to challenges and significant contemporary social issues 
Enrichment opportunities:  

● Site visits/trips – Catholic church. 

● Visit to the Chapel.  

Career opportunities/ links: Legal Profession/Medical Profession/Police/Social Work, Religious Vocation.  
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