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       CAREERS   Newsletter — July 2020 

INTRODUCTION 

WELCOME TO THE SECOND EDITION! 

W elcome to the second edition of St Peter’s Catholic School’s monthly Careers 
Newsletter. As the lockdown continues and some students are back in 

school we start to approach the next transition phase for a number of students. 
Year 9 students will soon be embarking on their GCSE journey having chosen their 
options back in the Spring Term. Students in Year 10 are one year closer to their 
GCSE exams. Year 11s are either moving on to pastures new or joining us for Sixth 
Form and Year 12 become top of the school and one step closer to adult life. 
Whatever phase you are in we know that things may still seem confusing and 
uncertain, especially in the current situation, but rest assured that every student up 
and down the country is probably feeling the same way and are in the same 
situation. 

The future job market will likely be changed drastically by this pandemic; 
qualifications are different, current rates of unemployment will be rising and who 
knows what state the economy will be in! What we do know is that students will 
have to work harder than ever to secure employment and need to ensure that they 
have done everything possible to raise their prospects before leaving school. This 
might be through online programmes, additional reading or virtual work 
experience.  

CAREERS SUPPORT DURING SCHOOL CLOSURE 
If you need support you can get in touch: 

careers@st-peters.solihull.sch.uk 

Mr Horsfield  -  Careers Leader 

Mrs Chander  -  Senior Leadership Team with Responsibility for Careers 

Mrs Simmons  -  Work Experience & UCAS Coordinator 

Mrs Przyrodzki  -  Aspirations & Destinations Coordinator 

Mrs Stajka - Independent & Impartial Careers Advisor 

ONLINE CAREERS RESOURCES 
You can follow us on Twitter @stpeterscareer or visit the school website’s careers 
page. We post regular updates on the Student Homepage plus opportunities and 
events are emailed directly to students, so keep checking your inbox. You can also 
use our fantastic Careers Platform, Start, by visiting www.startprofile.com. More 
info on Start inside! 
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WHAT IS START? 
Start is our careers platform which all students 
should have a login for (if you don’t, please 
email careers@st-peters.solihull.sch.uk to 
request a password reset). Parents/Carers and 
Staff can also create their own accounts. Start is 
a fantastic online careers platform designed to 
connect pupils with their future pathways. The 
aim of Start is to give every pupil all of the 
information they might need for whatever 
pathway they want to pursue.  

ABOUT ME 
One of the best things about Start is how it can 
be completely tailored to you. All you need to 
do is complete the About Me section on the My 
Profile tab. This is split into four smaller 
sections: My Interests, My Work Preferences, 
My Skills and My Qualities. Together, these 
make up your full profile and if you complete all 
of the sections, Start will suggest jobs that you 
might be interested in! You can then explore 
the pages in your own time and look at the 
information about each career. Just make sure 
you press the 
Mark as Explored 
button once you 
have read all of 
the information. 

START - YEARS 7-13 

SPOTLIGHT 
Degree: Architecture 

A list of wider reading /podcasts and su-
per curricular activities that would help 
prepare for this course at degree level: 

https://www.archi-ninja.com/list-of-
architecture-books-for-student-
architects/ 

 https://www.architectsjournal.co.uk/ 

https://www.architectural-review.com/ 

https://www.archdaily.com/801871/10-
essential-freehand-drawing-exercises-for-
architects 

https://www.dezeen.com/ 

https://www.architecture.com/awards-
and-competitions-landing-page/awards/
riba-stirling-prize 
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When did you leave St Peter’s? 
1981 
 

What are your favourite memories of 
school? 
The one favourite memory that comes to mind 
is an inspirational teacher, Mr. Dudek, who was 
the Pottery and Art Teacher at the time. He 
always believed in me and saw potential in 
me, I struggled academically at school so it has 
really stuck with me to this 
day the belief he had in me 
 

What do you do now? 
I am now an Assistant 
Professor in Critical Care & 
Adult Nursing with the 
Faculty of Health & Life 
Sciences at Coventry 
University. 

 

What were the steps you took after 
school that led you to where you are 
today? 
After I left school, I attended Solihull College to 
get further academic qualifications as I only 
left St. Peter's with a handful of GCSEs. I 
wasn't sure what I wanted to do at that point, I 
did consider becoming an airline pilot, zoo 
keeper, graphic designer to name but a few, so 
for me it was just getting some good academic 
qualifications at that early stage to hopefully 

help me get a good job, whatever that turned 
out to be. It was only in my final years at 
college that I considered becoming a 
paramedic. However I was unsuccessful in my 
application which was very disappointing at 
the time. However shortly after this 
disappointment my mum happened to say to 
me have you considered nursing? I thought 
about it for a moment and decided to give it a 
go and was accepted for General Nurse 

Training at the East Birmingham 
School of Nursing in 1986. I 
qualified as a Registered General 
Nurse in 1989 and worked in 
hospitals in Birmingham and 
Solihull for 12 years before 
moving to Coventry University 
where I am now. 

 

What made you decide to 
follow this career path? 
As I said in my previous answer I had no 
aspirations to become a nurse until my mum 
mentioned it to me following my rejection in 
becoming a paramedic, so it's odd how you fall 
into some career paths without realising it. 
 
 

continued on the following page... 

WHERE ARE THEY NOW? Brendan Greaney, pt.1 
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What are the challenges you are facing in 
your job (apart from the impact of 
coronavirus!)? 
There are many challenges in my job, I've been 
at Coventry University for nearly 18 years now   
and there have been many challenges along 
the way including teaching overseas in China 
and Hong Kong and trying to adapt to a very 
different cultural group of students. I am 
Course Director for an International Nursing 
Studies degree so there are a 
lot of organisational 
challenges ensuring the 
course runs smoothly 
and making sure the students 
are happy and settled into 
the UK as they come from 
different parts of the world. 
However for me the biggest 
challenge is keeping updated 
and ensuring my knowledge on my subject is 
what it should be. When you walk into a 
lecture theatre of 200 + students you are 
acutely aware you need to know your subject 
well. 
 

What, if anything, do you wish you were 
taught at school in preparation for your 
future? 
I think the one thing I lacked at school was a 
knowledge of the world outside the school 
gates, how tough it is, how many things are 
out there to upset you, disappoint you and trip 

you up. I think we should have been taught 
about the realities of life of the outside world 
and adult life, it’s not  a bed of roses or has 
always a happy ending like in a Hollywood 
movie. 
 

What advice would you give to yourself in 
Year 11? 
Follow your dreams and believe in yourself! I 
had many self-doubts and lacked confidence 

then. I never believed I 
would one day be an Assistant 
Professor at a university and be 
awarded a PhD and could 
call myself a Doctor, I still pinch 
myself now, a very surreal 
experience to who I've now 
become. 
 

What are your career 
ambitions for the future? 
I was recently appointed Faculty Lead for 
Disability & Learning Support which leads on 
the Faculty strategy on the support of students 
with disabilities. This is something I believe 
passionately about so my ambition is to 
ensure that any students with any disability 
can fulfil their true potential at the 
university and in their future careers. 

 

Many thanks to Brendan for taking the time to 
answer our questions. 

WHERE ARE THEY NOW? Brendan Greaney, pt.2 
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COMPETITION TIME - YEARS 7-13 

YEAR 7 

The Summer Reading Challenge has gone virtual this year. The website is free to access and features 
games, quizzes and downloadable activities that incentivise and encourage reading related activities.  

Although public library buildings are closed, libraries will continue to deliver the Challenge through virtual 
services and e-lending platforms. 

YEARS 7-9 

If you are an avid reader then test your knowledge in the kids lit quiz. If you are good enough, maybe we 
can enter the competition as a school next year!  

YEARS 10-13 

This website has a link to various subject competitions. The categories are English, Maths, Science, Law, 
Medicine and History. 

TEACHER’S CORNER 
Each edition of the Careers Newsletter will feature the university profile of a St. Peter’s teacher.  

This may inspire you or encourage you to ask them about their course or university that you may also 
have an interest in. They are more than happy to be approached (post lockdown) or via email. 

University profile of:  Mr Mallon, Head of English 

Where did you study?  University of Birmingham 

What type of accommodation did you live in? Shared housing throughout 

Course studied: English Literature, Language and Drama BA Hons 

Interesting info/memories about your course or university?  The huge clock tower - 
Old Joe, partially inspired JRR Tolkien's 'Lord of the Rings' series. 

First job after University: Intelligence Officer, West Midlands Police 

How did you get into that field? I have always been interested in crime investigation and liked the idea 
of working under cover and dealing with the surveillance of criminals. 

Why did you switch to teaching career? I have always loved English and working with young people. I 
enjoyed my time in the police service but knew my heart was firmly in education. 

http://www.st-peters.solihull.sch.uk/
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PERSONAL STATEMENTS - YEAR 12 

1. Identify the skills and qualities needed for your chosen degree course and write them 
down. 

2. Now write against each skill an example of you developing or implementing this 
particular skill or attribute in your studies, extra-curricular or super-curricular time. 

3. Next think about how you can highlight or emphasise this particular skill or attribute in 
your personal statement. 

PLANNING AND DRAFTING 

This planning process and focus on key skills should reveal where you are lacking in a 

particular skill or attribute that you may need to focus on developing before submitting 

your UCAS application. Some examples of this planning process are below. 

Lawyer Example 

A thirst for knowledge  

Excellent communication skills  

Independent learner  

Teamwork  

Research Skills  

Commercial awareness  

Retail Management Example 

Ability to lead and motivate a team  

Excellent communication skills  

Excellent people skills  

Working under pressure  

Handling challenging situations  

Confidence, drive and enthusiasm  

Decision making  

Analysis of data and trends  

http://www.st-peters.solihull.sch.uk/
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SUPPORT 
Please contact Mrs Simmons simmonssh@st-peters.solihull.sch.uk  if you are a student in 
Year 11 or Year 13 who needs support with securing a destination for next year. Mrs 
Simmons will contact Solihull Local Authority’s Youth Promise Plus team who are able to 
help support students in finding a suitable destination. 
Solihull College are also offering free careers guidance to all Solihull 
school learners in Years 11 and 13  if they want it.  Any learners who 
would like to take this offer up need to email: careers@solihull.ac.uk. 

SUPPORT FOR LEAVERS - YEARS 11 & 13 

SOLIHULL CAREERS HUB 

Check out the latest Careers resources from Solihull Careers 
Hub (both home-learning and classroom based): 
The WOW Show - sign up to receive the latest careers re-
sources designed for students in lockdown 
Skills & Career Activities - free downloadable booklet for 
young people produced by Youth Employment UK 
Learn Lounge - Live and interactive careers talks, completely 
free to attend 
National Careers Week home learning resources - a variety of 
resources to help students continue careers learning at 
home including employability skills activities and information 
on NatWest's #DreamBigger online workshops for females 
16+ 
PwC Employability Hub - virtual tools to support students to 
develop key employability skills 
Founders4Schools Digital webinars - offering career master-
classes via webinars to students; they are also available to 
watch afterwards on the Founders4Schools YouTube channel 
Enginuity - have created a virtual world to discover and 
attract future engineers within Minecraft and it is free to 

play (Education edition) or with a Minecraft licence 
on PC/ Mac/ iOS and Android! 
Culture shift videos - aimed at reluctant readers in 
secondary schools, students can meet and be in-
spired by a range of professionals for whom lan-
guage is key to their work 

APPRENTICESHIPS 

ASK 
Just a reminder that the ASK 
(Apprenticeship Support and 
Knowledge) programme has now gone 
digital and there are a number of 
different opportunities available to 
support students and parents.  The 
May Parents Pack is a special edition 
focussed on Covid-19 including 
practical articles and helpful activities 
that parents and carers can work 
through at home with their child. 

ENGINEERING 
West Midlands Trains and BMet 
College are currently looking for this 
year’s intake of Engineering 
Technician Apprentices.  Check out 
the Amazing Apprenticeships website 
– they have produced a video to show 
students first hand insight into what it 
is like to be an Apprentice Engineering 
Technician at West Midlands Trains.  
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UCAS TIMELINE UPDATE - YEAR 12 
10 June 2020 Students to have completed first draft of their Personal  
   Statement and emailed this to their form tutor. 

30 June 2020 Students to have registered with UCAS and completed the 
   Personal Details section. 

17 July 2020 Internal deadline for students interested in studying   
   medicine, veterinary medicine/science, and dentistry, and courses at Oxford or  
   Cambridge to notify Mrs Przyrodzki of course choice and admissions tests and  
   complete Personal Statements.  

7 Sept 2020  Students to have completed final draft of Personal Statement and emailed this to  
   their form tutor. 

SPOTLIGHT 
Career: Advertising & Marketing 

What is it? Helping clients connect with audiences, promoting brands, products and 
sending messages using a range of techniques. It’s all about drawing attention to prod-
ucts, companies or even individual people. 
 
How do I get into it? There are a number of routes in including degrees, apprentice-
ships and regular job vacancies. 
 
Where would I work? Some people work directly for an advertising company whereas 
others might work within the marketing department of a larger company. Some people 
are also freelance, meaning they work for themselves. 

 
What are the jobs available? Jobs include Advertising, Market 
Research, Social Media Marketing, Brand Management, Media 
Planning, Public Relations (PR) and Account Management, to 
name a few. 
 
Check out the Start Job Profile Page for more information on 
this Career. 
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UCAS TIMELINE UPDATE - YEAR 13 
30 June 2020 If an application is sent to UCAS by 18:00 (UK time) on this 
   day, UCAS will send it to the chosen universities or   
   colleges. Applications received after this date will   
   automatically be entered into Clearing. 

5 July 2020  Last date for applicants to add an Extra choice. 

7 Sept 2020  The deadline for any remaining conditions to be met – otherwise the university or 
   college might not accept the applicant. Adjustment ends on this date. 

21 Sept 2020 The final deadline for applications to 2020 courses. Applications must arrive at  
   UCAS by 18:00 (UK time). 

20 Oct 2020 The deadline for adding Clearing choices, and for universities or colleges to   
   accept applicants in Clearing. 

EXTRA 

If you included five choices on your ap-
plication, have received decisions from 
all five, and weren’t accepted, or if you 
declined the offers you received, you 
will be able to use Extra. 

CLEARING 

If you don’t hold any offers after 5 July, 

you will be able to add an additional 

choice using Clearing. 

Clearing is how universities and colleg-
es fill any places they still have on their 
courses.  

CLEARING PLUS 

If you find yourself in Clearing this year, 
UCAS will personally match you to 
courses you may be interested in with 
Clearing Plus, using what they know 
about you from your application, and 
what universities and colleges are look-
ing for in a student. 

ADJUSTMENT 

Adjustment is a chance for you to re-
consider where and what to study. If 
you've had a conditional firm choice 
accepted – and therefore made into an 
unconditional firm choice – you could 
potentially swap your place for one on 
another course you prefer. 

UCAS KEY TERMS 

http://www.st-peters.solihull.sch.uk/
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https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/results-confirmation-and-clearing/what-clearing
https://www.ucas.com/ucas/undergraduate/apply-and-track/results/ucas-adjustment-if-youve-done-better-expected
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CAREERS IN THE ROYAL AIR FORCE (RAF) - YEARS 7-13 

A career in the Royal Air Force will 
provide you with a whole host of 
possibilities. You will receive world class 
training, allowing you to learn and 
develop throughout your career. The 
Royal Air Force performs a wide range of 
duties to serve and protect the UK and 
the world. We provide all personnel with 
a varied range of training and activities to 

make sure you're ready for anything.  

A career in the RAF is about discovering your natural talent and working out 
together what makes you valuable, productive and happy. 

From the chefs to the jet pilots they send out on full stomachs, the RAF is full of 
ordinary folks, just like you, who came to us, often with nothing more than a 
desire to lead a less ordinary existence. 

The Royal Air Force provides countless unique opportunities for young people. 
Allowing you to have the perfect work life balance, between the RAF and home. 
Between work, travel and sport, no two days will be the same. 

Join the Royal Air Force and you will get much more than just a job – you’ll have 
opportunities that no other employer can hope to match. From worldwide travels 
to lifelong friendships, life in the RAF is a unique experience. Find out more at 
www.raf.mod.uk/recruitment. 

FIND YOUR FORCE BE INSPIRED  NO ORDINARY JOB 

http://www.st-peters.solihull.sch.uk/
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NAME OF UNIVERSITY: Loughborough University 
MOTTO LATIN: Veritate, Scientia, Labore 
MOTTO ENGLISH: By Truth, Wisdom and Labour 

HISTORY 
The university traces its roots back to 1909 when a 
Technical Institute was founded in the town centre. 
There followed a period of rapid expansion during which 
the institute was renamed Loughborough College and 
the development of the present campus began. 

STUDENT LIFE 
The Union building offers a range of 
facilities for clubs and societies, retail, 
entertainment and other activities. As 
well as representing the student body 
through Union Council and offering 
academic support through Loughbor-
ough Students' Voice, the Union has 
three main sections for students to 
get involved with: 
• The athletic union offers 56 

different sporting clubs 
• The Societies Federation consists 

of over 80 societies 
• Action is the volunteering sec-

tion offering a range of opportu-
nities for students; there are 45 
regular projects working with 
young people, the elderly, spe-
cial needs, the homeless or the 
environment. 

National rankings 

Complete University Guide (2020) 8 

Guardian (2020) 4 

Times / Sunday Times (2020) 5 

Global rankings 

Academic Ranking of World Universi-
ties ARWU (2019) 

701–
800 

Times Higher Education World Univer-
sity Rankings THE (2020) 

351-
400 

NOTABLE ALUMNI 

Dr Nira Chamberlain 
Senior Data Scientist: Holland & Barrett 
Nira is listed by the Science Council 

as one of the UK's 'Top 100 
Scientists 

Paula Radcliffe 
MBE, three-
time London 
Marathon winner 

Tanni Grey-
Thompson 
Politician and 
former wheelchair 
racer 

Sebastian Coe 
Olympic athlete and 
current Loughborough 
University chancellor 
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