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       CAREERS   Newsletter — April 2021 

INTRODUCTION 

W elcome to the April edition of the careers newsletter. As 
we approach the Easter Holidays, students in years 11 and 

13 are turning their attention to assessments. This means that for 
students in Years 10 and 12, they can start to focus on their plans 
for the years to come. Post-16 options are so important to shape 
the direction of your future pathway, so Year 10 you need to start 
considering your options now. For students in our Sixth Form, in 
this edition you will find an updated timeline if you’re interested 
in applying to University through UCAS. For everyone else, you will 
find the usual informative articles and information.  

CAREERS SUPPORT IN SCHOOL 
If you need support you can get in touch:  

careers@st-peters.solihull.sch.uk 

Mr Horsfield -  Careers Leader 

Mrs Chander -  SLT with Responsibility for Careers 

Mrs Simmons -  Work Experience & UCAS Coordinator 

Mrs Przyrodzki -  Aspirations & Destinations Coordinator 

Mrs Stajka -  Independent & Impartial Careers Advisor 

Mrs L Draper -  SEND Careers Support 

ONLINE CAREERS RESOURCES 
You can follow us on Twitter @stpeterscareer or visit the school 
website’s careers page. Opportunities and events are emailed 
directly to students, so keep checking your inbox. You can also use 
our fantastic Careers Platform, Start, by visiting 
www.startprofile.com. More info on Start inside! 

CONTENTS: 

Using Start 2 

Spotlight: Degree 2 

Virtual Careers Fair 3 

Competition Time 4 

Virtual opportunities 5-6 

UCAS Timeline 

Update 
7-8 

Teacher’s Corner 9 

Top apprenticeship 

employers 
10 

Essayists: Hints and 

Tips 
11 

University profile 12 

https://twitter.com/stpeterscareer
http://www.twitter.com/stpeterscareer
http://www.twitter.com/stpeterscareer
mailto:careers@st-peters.solihull.sch.uk
mailto:careers@st-peters.solihull.sch.uk
mailto:careers@st-peters.solihull.sch.uk
mailto:careers@st-peters.solihull.sch.uk
http://www.twitter.com/stpeterscareer
http://www.startprofile.com


Careers Newsletter Page 2 

 

Follow us! 
@stpeterscareer 

Email us! 
careers@st-peters.solihull.sch.uk 

PATHWAYS 
Start have a wealth of 
information on every 
pathway available at 
post-16 and post-18. 
Here’s how you can access the 
right information for you: 

1. Log in to your Start Profile 

2. Click on What to Study 

3. Click on the relevant option to 
you: GCSE for Years 7-9, Post-
16 for Years 10-11, Post-18 for 
Year 12-13 

4. You could also explore by a 
specific Subject or 
Qualification 

 As always, once you have read a 
page, make sure you mark it as 
“Explored”. 

START - YEARS 7-13  SPOTLIGHT 
Degree: History 

A list of wider reading, podcasts, 
lectures and super curricular 
activities that would help prepare 
for this course at degree level:  
Articles / Journals 
History Today | 
BBC History Magazine, BBC History 
Revealed & BBC World Histories - 
HistoryExtra 
Latest reviews | Reviews in History 
Books: 
John Lewis Gaddis, The Landscape of 
History 
Herbert Butterfield, The Whig 
Interpretation of History 
Ludmilla Jordanova, History in Practice 
Websites 
BBC - History: British History in-depth 
RHS | Royal Historical Society 
(royalhistsoc.org) 
British Museum 
Podcasts 
BBC Radio 4 - In Our Time, History 
Podcast Timeline / Historical Association 
(history.org.uk)  

https://twitter.com/stpeterscareer
http://www.twitter.com/stpeterscareer
http://www.twitter.com/stpeterscareer
mailto:careers@st-peters.solihull.sch.uk
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The Birmingham & Solihull Careers Fair went live on Thursday 4 March 2021, 
and is now available until the end of the summer term. The Birmingham and 
Solihull Virtual Careers Fair will provide young people, parents and teachers 
from across the region with access to a wide range of careers advice.  
This includes information on employment, apprenticeships, skills and training 
programmes, Further Education and Higher Education, all under one virtual roof 

For organisations with SEND opportunities, please look out for the tick.  

Now more than ever, it's important to invest in our future. 
The Birmingham and Solihull Virtual Careers Fair is here to inspire young people 
during these tough times. We want to showcase all of the opportunities availa-
ble in our region and light the spark that helps our students to plan their future 
careers. 
How to get involved... 
You can visit the fair by clicking on the link above any time for the rest of the ac-
ademic year. 

 

CLICK HERE 

TO JOIN THE 

FAIR 

https://twitter.com/stpeterscareer
http://www.twitter.com/stpeterscareer
http://www.twitter.com/stpeterscareer
mailto:careers@st-peters.solihull.sch.uk
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COMPETITION TIME 

 

Nature and the Environment 
 
Every year, we invite young people from across the Midlands to enter our art 
competition, sharing their creativity around a theme, and we love seeing the 
poetry, paintings, films, photos and more that we receive! 
 
Whatever you choose, your art will be personal and important to you. Artforms 
of all kinds are welcomed – writing; poetry; video; animation; the traditional 
types of art making we all love such as drawing, painting, printing, photography, 
sculptures; or what about junk and recycled models to build some recycling in 
to your art! 
 
Everyone’s entry will be added to our online gallery for everyone to see, and 
this year we will also be displaying the winning images at Thinktank where they 
will be seen by thousands of visitors. 
 
The winning entry in each age group will receive a prize of £50 in art vouchers 
and a free family membership giving access to all Birmingham Museums’ sites 
for a year. 

https://twitter.com/stpeterscareer
http://www.twitter.com/stpeterscareer
http://www.twitter.com/stpeterscareer
mailto:careers@st-peters.solihull.sch.uk
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VIRTUAL OPPORTUNITIES  - APRIL-MAY 
Employer Start date End date Type of 

Placement 

Opportunity 

Link 

Student 

App 

Deadline 

Construction 
Industry Green 
Skills Week 

12 Apr 16 Apr Virtual WEX Click here 02 Apr 

Royal Air Force 27 Apr 17 Apr Virtual 
Insight Day 

Click here 05 Apr 

Green Skills—
Jacobs 

28 Apr 28 Apr Virtual 
Insight Day 

Click here 08 Apr 

Santander Skills 
Workshop 

05 May 05 May Virtual 
Workshop 

Click here 05 Apr 

NHS 
Improvement 

06 May 06 May Virtual 
Insight Day 

Click here 14 Apr 

Santander 
Assessment 
Centre Prep 

21 May 21 May Virtual 
Workshop 

Click here 21 Apr 

Anglian Water 26 May 26 May Virtual 
Insight Day 

Click here 12 May 

You can find more opportunities by signing up through the student 
portal.  

https://twitter.com/stpeterscareer
http://www.twitter.com/stpeterscareer
http://www.twitter.com/stpeterscareer
mailto:careers@st-peters.solihull.sch.uk
mailto:careers@st-peters.solihull.sch.uk
mailto:careers@st-peters.solihull.sch.uk
https://www.s4snextgen.org/schools/opportunitiesv2/ViewOpportunity/id/1290
https://www.s4snextgen.org/schools/opportunitiesv2/ViewOpportunity/id/1295
https://www.s4snextgen.org/schools/opportunitiesv2/ViewOpportunity/id/1332
https://www.s4snextgen.org/schools/opportunitiesv2/ViewOpportunity/id/1308
http://www.s4snextgen.org/Opportunities/View/id/1319
https://www.s4snextgen.org/schools/opportunitiesv2/ViewOpportunity/id/1307
https://www.s4snextgen.org/Opportunities/View/id/1321
https://www.s4snextgen.org/students/Take-Part?id=0&id3=0
https://www.s4snextgen.org/students/Take-Part?id=0&id3=0
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VIRTUAL OPPORTUNITIES 
Organisation Dates Summary Link Targeted at 

 

Live now March Parents' & Carers' Pack 
In the March issue we look at 
International Women’s Day, preparing 
for virtual recruitment, new T Levels 
film, apprenticeships in the fashion 
industry, SEND post-16 options and 
more! 

Click here Parents and 
Carers 

 

 

16th 
August 

What University Live? Virtual Event 
  
Will be hosting a dedicated virtual event 
on 16th August 2021 focused on Clearing 
opportunities for 2021/2022 intake. 

Link Yr 10 onwards 

  

 

Live Youth Employment UK 
Two new, free online learning 
programmes. 
Preparing for your Future supports 14 - 
16 year olds to explore their strengths, 
needs, and what they want to do in the 
future. 
Journey to Work supports young people 
aged 17+ to build their skills and career 
confidence. 

14-16 
programme 

Journey to 
work 

  

14-16yrs 
  
17+yrs 

  

Tues 13th 
April 
9am – 
5pm 

Cyber Security skills festival 
The jobs fair at the Cybersecurity Skills 
Festival is hosting 50+ organisations 
from all sectors and sizes, all hungry to 
find new talent.  

Click here KS5 

 

  Job –Ready Scheme 2021 - Job Ready 
webinars for Destination years and 
NEETs. Access recordings and register 
for future webinars including: 
The Co-Op - How to start your job search 
Severn Trent – Realising your own 
strengths 
National Grid – CV Masterclass 
And many more 
  

Click here Y11-13 

https://twitter.com/stpeterscareer
http://www.twitter.com/stpeterscareer
http://www.twitter.com/stpeterscareer
mailto:careers@st-peters.solihull.sch.uk
mailto:careers@st-peters.solihull.sch.uk
mailto:careers@st-peters.solihull.sch.uk
https://amazingapprenticeships.com/resource/coming-soon-parents-pack-march-21/
https://www.whatcareerlive.co.uk/company/health-careers?utm_source=Venture%20Marketing%20Group&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=12234572_CLIENT%3A%20NHS%20%28WHAT%29%2016.03.21&dm_i=1RRK,7A898,V4JN5H,TJCXZ,1
https://www.youthemployment.org.uk/employment-help-young-people/choices/online-skills-and-careers-courses/preparing-for-your-future-online-course/
https://www.youthemployment.org.uk/employment-help-young-people/choices/online-skills-and-careers-courses/preparing-for-your-future-online-course/
https://www.youthemployment.org.uk/employment-help-young-people/choices/online-skills-and-careers-courses/journey-to-work-free-online-course/
https://www.youthemployment.org.uk/employment-help-young-people/choices/online-skills-and-careers-courses/journey-to-work-free-online-course/
https://www.thesasig.com/
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/vfgHCWP7KTzX9m9txmQwB?domain=thesasig.com/
https://pathwayctm.com/job-ready-scheme-2021/


Careers Newsletter Page 7 

 

Follow us! 
@stpeterscareer 

Email us! 
careers@st-peters.solihull.sch.uk 

UCAS TIMELINE UPDATE - YEAR 12 

Deadlines in Blue are St. Peter’s Catholic School’s 
Internal Deadlines 

2 July 2021 Draft Personal Statement to be 
completed and submitted to Form 
Tutor. 

9 July 2021 Internal deadline for students interested in studying 
medicine, veterinary medicine/science, and dentistry, and 
courses at Oxford or Cambridge to notify Mrs Przyrodzki of 
course choice and admissions tests and complete Personal 
Statements.  

13 Sept 2021 Students to have completed second draft of Personal 
Statement and emailed this to their form tutor. 

20 Sept 2021  First day for receipt of completed applications. 

5 Oct 2021 Internal application deadline for courses in medicine, 
veterinary medicine/science, and dentistry, and courses at 
Oxford or Cambridge. 

1 Oct 2021  Conservatoires application deadline for music. 

15 Oct 2021 Application deadline for courses in medicine, veterinary 
medicine/science, and dentistry, and courses at Oxford or 
Cambridge. 

26 Nov 2021 Internal application deadline for all UCAS Applications. 

15 Jan 2022  Equal consideration application deadline. 

https://twitter.com/stpeterscareer
http://www.twitter.com/stpeterscareer
http://www.twitter.com/stpeterscareer
mailto:careers@st-peters.solihull.sch.uk
mailto:careers@st-peters.solihull.sch.uk
mailto:careers@st-peters.solihull.sch.uk
https://www.ucas.com/
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UCAS TIMELINE UPDATE - YEAR 13 

25 February 2021 Extra opens. 

21 May 2021   Student Finance Application   
     Deadline. 

30 June* 2021  Last date for applications before  
     Clearing. 

4 July 2021   Application deadline for UCAS Extra. 

5 July 2021   UCAS Clearing opens with vacancies beginning to be  
     published. 

13 July 2021   University decisions due for applications submitted  
     by 30 June 2021. 

14 July 2021   Year 13 need to reply to offers, if they have received  
     all their offers by 13thJuly. 

W/C 9 August 2021 BTEC results published. 

10 August 2021  A level results published. 

https://twitter.com/stpeterscareer
http://www.twitter.com/stpeterscareer
http://www.twitter.com/stpeterscareer
mailto:careers@st-peters.solihull.sch.uk
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TEACHER’S CORNER 
Each edition of the Careers Newsletter will feature the university profile of a 
St. Peter’s teacher. This may inspire you or encourage you to ask them about 
their course or university that you may also have an interest in. They are more 
than happy to be approached in person or via email.  

University profile of: Mrs Ferry 

Where did you study?  The University of York 

What type of accommodation did you live in? Halls in the first 

year then rented accommodation with friends for the other two years. 

Course studied: BA (Hons) History 

Interesting info/memories about your course or university? It was great 

studying history in a city with history around every corner. York’s campus has 

listed buildings from the 1960s so I graduated in a concrete block! For Harry 

Potter fans out there, the Shambles in York was the inspiration for Diagon 

Alley. 

First job after University: Teaching at St Peter’s and I have been here ever since. 

How did you get into that field? I hadn’t always planned to be a teacher but I 

wanted to do a job where I could directly use my history degree. Also, in 

teaching you feel like you are making a difference and no two days are exactly 

the same. 

Any other info regarding your Higher Education you would like to share? It is 

definitely worth doing a degree because you really enjoy the subject, even if 

you do not have a specific career you are sure about at the time. Many history 

graduates do not go into jobs directly related to their degree; many go into HR, 

law, journalism or media to name a few.  

https://twitter.com/stpeterscareer
http://www.twitter.com/stpeterscareer
http://www.twitter.com/stpeterscareer
mailto:careers@st-peters.solihull.sch.uk
mailto:careers@st-peters.solihull.sch.uk
mailto:careers@st-peters.solihull.sch.uk
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TOP 100 APPRENTICESHIP EMPLOYERS 

How do The British Telecom Apprenticeships Work? 
BT are the UK’s number one private apprentice programme. As an 
apprentice you’ll get hands-on experience in one of the world’s 
leading tech companies. BT apprentices learn skills and win 
awards. On their website they quote that their apprentices build 
brilliant careers and they do amazing things along the way. 
 

From day one, apprentices play a crucial part in keeping the country connected. BT 
technology enables those that subscribe to use the internet, check in on their socials, 
message their friends or stream their favourite shows and music. 
 
Please note: All of BT’s apprentice schemes are subject to eligibility criteria. 
 
Apprentice Programmes 
Apprenticeships (ranging from Level 2 to Level 6) with BT exist in the following sectors: 

Customer Service, Cyber Security, Digital, Engineering, IT, Management, Marketing 
 

Applying for the British Telecom 
If you meet the minimum criteria on the application form, you’ll receive an invite to 
complete BT’s online factors assessment within one week. This will assess your behaviours, 
preferences and style at work, ensuring that if you’re successful you’ll really enjoy working. 
 
Once you’ve completed the assessment, BT will let you know within a week if we’re going 
to progress your application to the next stage or not. You’ll also get a feedback report upon 
completion. 
 
If successful, you’ll then be invited to complete an online video interview within a week. 
The interview will ask specific questions relating to your chosen apprenticeship scheme. BT 
will then review your interview and will let you know the outcome within a week. If you’re 
successful in passing the video interview BT will then look at available vacancies in your 
chosen area and let you know if we can progress you to the next stage. 

Rank Employer Sector Apprenticeships 
Levels 

% of 
Employees 

New Starts 
2019-20 

4 BT Technology 2 3 4 5 6 7 5.9% 2,877 

https://twitter.com/stpeterscareer
http://www.twitter.com/stpeterscareer
http://www.twitter.com/stpeterscareer
mailto:careers@st-peters.solihull.sch.uk
mailto:careers@st-peters.solihull.sch.uk
mailto:careers@st-peters.solihull.sch.uk
https://www.bt.com/careers/early-careers/apprentices/the-application-process/faqs#ineligible-for-a-bt-apprenticeship
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HINTS AND TIPS FOR ASPIRING ESSAYISTS: 

https://twitter.com/stpeterscareer
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NAME OF UNIVERSITY: Aston University 

MOTTO: Forward  

HISTORY  
Aston University is a public research university situated 
in the city centre of Birmingham, England.  
The origins of Aston University are a School of 
Metallurgy formed in the Birmingham and Midland 
Institute in 1875. It then became the Birmingham 
Municipal Technical School in 1895, evolving into the 
UK's first College of Advanced Technology in 1956, 
which was opened by Her Majesty, The Queen. Aston 
University then received its royal charter from Queen 
Elizabeth II on 22 April 1966. Aston pioneered the 
integrated placement year concept over 50 years ago, 
and more than 73% of Aston students take a 
placement year, the highest percentage in the UK. 
In 2020, Aston University was named "University of the 
Year" by The Guardian and the newspaper also 
awarded Aston Students' Union its "Buildings That 
Inspire" award.  

National rankings (UK) 

Complete University 

Guide (2021) 
43 

Guardian (2021) 30 

Times / Sunday Times (2021) 43 

Global rankings 

Academic Ranking of World 

Universities ARWU (2020) 
701-800 

NOTABLE ALUMNI 
Paul Drayson, vaccine manufacturer and Minister of State for Science 

Laura Jones, BBC Journalist 

Rahul Potluri, Founder of ACALM, Doctor, Researcher, Scientist  

Kate Walsh, Television presenter 

Frankie Boyle, Stand-up, Television 

Rachel Maclean, Conservative Party politician 

Ben Francis, Founder and majority shareholder of Gymshark 

Veronica German, Scientist, Member of the National Assembly for Wales 

Mike Wright, Executive Director Jaguar Land Rover 

Nic Robertson, Senior International Correspondent at CNN 

https://twitter.com/stpeterscareer
http://www.twitter.com/stpeterscareer
http://www.twitter.com/stpeterscareer
mailto:careers@st-peters.solihull.sch.uk
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rankings_of_universities_in_the_United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rankings_of_universities_in_the_United_Kingdom#The_Complete_University_Guide
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rankings_of_universities_in_the_United_Kingdom#The_Complete_University_Guide
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rankings_of_universities_in_the_United_Kingdom#The_Guardian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rankings_of_universities_in_the_United_Kingdom#The_Sunday_Times
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