
 

 

St Peter’s 

Newsletter 

                                                                                                  Thursday 21st July 2022 

 

 
 Message from Mrs Murphy 

  

Dear Parents, Pupils and Friends of St Peter’s - past and present, 

Sending you our last newsletter of the academic year, I would like to 

take this opportunity to say a huge thank you to all our pupils, families 

and staff. 

I have been so fortunate to be supported so well by you all over the 

years. St Peter’s will always hold a special place in my heart. It has been 

a privilege to have had the opportunity to be a part of the education 

and formation of so many young people. 

May God Bless you all. 

 

 

“I've learned that people will forget what you said, people will forget 

what you did, but people will never forget how you made them feel.” 

― Maya Angelou 

 
 

 

 

 

Year of the 

Word 
“Here is the light you will 

reveal to the nations” 

Luke 2:32 

 

Mass times in our Local 

Parishes 
St Augustine’s Catholic Church 

St Thomas More, Sheldon 

St George & St Teresa Catholic Church 

Olton Friary 

Our Lady of the Wayside Catholic 

Church 

 

 

MAC Newsletter 

Please see the latest MAC Newsletter at the following link 

https://heyzine.com/flip-book/438e60a92c.html  

 

 

  

 
Please follow us on Twitter for 

the latest updates @StPetersSch 

 

https://www.staugustinesolihull.org.uk/welcome/mass-book-your-place/
https://www.stthomasmorercchurch.com/
https://www.catholicchurch.dorridge.uk/
https://www.oltonfriary.org.uk/
http://ourladyofthewaysidechurchshirley.co.uk/
http://ourladyofthewaysidechurchshirley.co.uk/
https://heyzine.com/flip-book/438e60a92c.html


 

Goodbyes! 

Miss O’Reilly from the learning support team will be leaving us to start her studies at university. We wish her the 

very best of luck with her studies. She has helped and supported many of our pupils both pastorally and 

academically over the last year.  

We also say goodbye and farewell to Miss Richards our Receptionist and Administrator.  Miss Richards joined St 

Peter’s just over two years ago, in what was a very challenging time, during the Covid Pandemic. She was heavily 

involved in helping and supporting the COVID testing of pupils along with dealing with the high volume of calls 

received from parents/carers. She will be greatly missed by all the staff for her lovely welcoming smile and the help 

she has provided to all our visitors to St Peters and supporting the school in this important front of house role.   We 

wish her all the very best for the future.  

The Science Department are losing three of its team at the end of this term. Mr Towey (Physics) will be leaving us 

for a promotion to Head of Science, we wish him the very best of luck.  Mr Grubb (Biology) is also departing to 

become a Head of Science, and we wish him well in his new role.  Mrs Wheeler (Chemistry) will be relocating to the 

north west, we wish her all the best in her new school.  All three will be very much missed. 

Mr Carey (PE) will be leaving us to take up a post at a school closer to his home.  We would like to thank him for his 

leadership of our Duke of Edinburgh Award scheme and for his pastoral input at KS3, as well as his work in the PE 

department. 

Miss Lucas will be moving on to work with the Music Service in Worcestershire.  She will be very much missed for 

all the work she does with our choir and our musicians, especially in celebrating our wonderful masses and 

services.  We wish her well in her new venture. 

Miss Fuentes will be leaving us at the end of the year to take up a Spanish teaching post locally.  We wish her luck 

in her new school. 

We also say goodbye to Mrs Conroy who will be taking her well deserved retirement from St Peter’s after 23 years 

of service to the school.  Mrs Conroy will be remembered as a dedicated and diligent RE and A Level Religious 

Studies teacher by the many pupils she has taught in her time here. We will miss Mrs Conroy’s wealth of experience 

and expertise in her subject, which she has shared with her pupils and colleagues over the years. We wish her a 

very relaxing and happy retirement. 

We say goodbye to Mrs Murphy who is retiring after 34 years of dedicated service to St Peter’s.  She joined us in 

1988 as a newly qualified Chemistry teacher.  Over the years she has held several pastoral roles and has also taken 

a keen interest in fostering links with all primary schools in the area. For the last eight years she has been our 

hardworking and inspirational Headteacher.  During her time as Headteacher she has taken the school from 

strength to strength and navigated us through the murky waters of a global pandemic.  All the time maintaining her 

passion and enthusiasm for our pupils and their families, past and present.  Mrs Murphy will be very much missed 

by everyone in our special community.  We wish her a very well deserved, long and happy retirement. 

ParentPay accounts 

Please ensure School Dinner accounts are brought up to date with no outstanding arrears before school term ends 

Thursday 21st July. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Feast of St Peter and St Paul 

On Wednesday 29th June, the patronal feast of St Peter and St Paul was celebrated in school. Fr Austin from Olton 

Friary and Fr Andrew from Our Lady of the Wayside joined us for two large masses held in our Sports Hall. Pupils 

were very reverent and it was a great 

celebration of our school as we remembered 

the role models of St Peter and St Paul. Fr 

Austin’s homily talked about how St Peter 

and St Paul were like chalk and cheese, one 

of simple origins, eager to please but 

mistake prone while the other was more 

learned and zealous and quick to question. 

The message was that the church today 

needs both of these role models as pupils 

and staff were encouraged to be courageous 

and inclusive. As always, cookies were 

distributed to pupils and staff as a feast day 

treat.  

 

The New Year  

Monday 5th and Tuesday 6th September are Inset Days as staff prepare for the new school year. Pupils return as 

follows  

 

Year  Date of Return  Timings and Arrangements  

Year 7  Wednesday 7th September  8.30am – 3pm. Begin in the Main Hall  

Year 8  Thursday 8th September  8.30am – 3pm. Begin in Sports Hall.  

Year 9  Thursday 8th September  8.30am – 3pm. Begin in the Main Hall  

Year 10  Thursday 8th September  8.30am – 3pm. Begin by going to form rooms.  

Year 11 Wednesday 7th September  10am – 3pm. Begin in the Main Hall 

Year 12  Wednesday 7th September  Pupils to attend a target setting appointment as arranged on Results 

Day.  

Year 13  Wednesday 7th September 10am – 3pm. Begin in the Sports Hall.  

 

Year 7 families are very welcome to attend our Year 7 welcome Mass on Wednesday 7th September at 2.15pm in 

the Sports Hall. 

 

In readiness for the new year, we know parents and pupils will be getting themselves equipped and purchasing 

uniform. Our suppliers have advised that parents would be wise to visit shops early to ‘beat the rush’. A reminder of 

essential equipment that all pupils will be required to have on them each day.  

 

Uniform  

A reminder of some of key expectations:  

• No piercings or jewellery are allowed. Any pupils wishing to have a new piercing for outside of school would 

need to do this immediately at the start of the summer holidays so the piercing can be removed ready for 

the 7th or 8th September.  

• No extreme haircuts are permitted. This includes tramlines, any shaving less than a ‘Number 1’ and any 

colours that are not natural hair colours.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

• School shoes cannot be trainers, pumps or boots. The school defines trainers as any footwear that looks 

like a trainer or has a sports brand/logo such as Nike or adidas even if this is plain.  

• The blue shirt can be worn up to October half-term if wished or the white shirt and school tie is equally fine. 

 

Equipment  

•             2 x black pens  

•             Green pen 

•             Pencil 

•             Eraser 

•             Clear 30 cm ruler – it is important for Maths and Science pupils have a clear 30 cm ruler and not a 15 cm 

one 

•             Scientific calculator - The calculator we would recommend for GCSE Maths is the Casio fx-83GTX. This is the 

link to the Casio website but it can be bought at all supermarkets: fx-83GTX Black (casio.co.uk). If you need a 

new calculator and are considering studying A Level Maths the you should buy the Casio FX-991EX, as this 

will be required in Year 12 and 13: FX-991EX (casio.co.uk) 

•             Pencil case – pupils should not be carrying their equipment in the blazer pockets 

•             Protractor  

•             Highlighter – optional 

•             Glue stick - Optional 

•             White board pen with an eraser - Nobo Mini Whiteboard Pens With Magnetic Eraser Cap, 2mm Fine Tip, 

Pack Of 6, Dry Wipe/Erase, Low Odour, Black, 2104184 : Amazon.co.uk: Stationery & Office Supplies 

 

Plastic Free Talk 

Year 9 had the opportunity to receive a talk recently by Graeme Hodges from Plastic Free Kings Heath and Moseley, 

who are an organisation that link with Surfers against Sewage. Graeme discussed the issues arising from the use of 

single use plastic and what the students could do to reduce their consumption. The pupils were shocked to see that 

despite being marketed as ‘flushable’; wipes did not degrade even after 4 years in water! 

 

The pupils were then given time to reflect on what they had learnt, and they then wrote their own ‘plastic pledges’ 

which will be displayed around school. 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Message from Monkhouse Schoolwear Specialist 

While the holidays have just begun, July is almost over which is why we must encourage you to book your 1:1 store 

appointment with our uniform supplier Monkhouse before August to avoid the last minute rush. You can book 

your appointment now at www.monkhouse.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/GV_FCMJKZUkXkktw3Ibc?domain=monkhouse.com


 

 

Oxbridge network tutorial event: Solihull School  

On 6th July, nine of our Yr12 Pupils accepted an invitation to attend a 

university style tutorial event hosted by Solihull School. 

The aim of the tutorial event was: 

• To provide an opportunity to experience an Oxbridge type ‘tutorial’ 

• To meet peers in the subject applied for 

• To be ‘tutored’ by teachers other than those at your school 

Our pupils challenged their subject knowledge in the subject they hope to 

study at tertiary level. They adapted well in small groups and responded to 

questions and discussion under pressure. They were a credit to St. Peter’s.  

Special thanks must go to Mrs Przyrodzki, Mrs Hutchings and Mr Salt who 

came with us and led sessions in their respective fields of expertise. 

Police Race Action Plan 

At the end of May, Police Chiefs and the College of Policing published the 

Police Race Action Plan to address disparities affecting black people and a 

legacy of distrust. To read more about the plan and take part in the survey, 

please click on the link below -  

Police action plan released to address race disparities affecting Black people, 

changing a legacy of distrust | News | West Midlands Police (west-

midlands.police.uk) 

Trip to Girton College, Cambridge 23 June 2022 

Back in June, a trip was organised to visit Girton College, Cambridge for the Solihull, 

Coventry and Birmingham Oxbridge network on 23 June. Solihull School organised this joint venture for secondary schools in 

the area and five of our pupils were invited to attend.  

The aim of the trip was to enable the pupils to meet Girton College admissions tutors, staff and pupils; experience a 

university style seminar in their subject area and provide an opportunity to ask questions and familiarise 

themselves with the requirements for application in specific subjects. There was also a super curricular talk 

designed to help them write a competitive personal statement for their UCAS application. It was a great day; the 

pupils enjoyed the challenge and insight into university college life. They also dispelled a few myths! Thank you to 

Mrs Przyrodzki for organising. 

 

 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/MwgvC4zv6i9ZWqcOcF5k?domain=gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/MwgvC4zv6i9ZWqcOcF5k?domain=gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/MwgvC4zv6i9ZWqcOcF5k?domain=gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com


 
 

Year 12’s trip to Nepal 

The International Committee have now returned from their trip to Nepal, and we would love to tell you 

all about it. On the weekend of the 1st and 2nd July, 20 students met at Birmingham Airport to set off to 

Dhulikhel, Nepal via Turkey or Duabi. After an 11 hour flight and a 2-hour coach journey to Dhulikhel, we 

had finally made it. We were greeted by the friendly staff of Shiva Guest House and were allowed to 

settle in. Later that evening, we walked to a welcome meal at a local restaurant and got our bearings of 

the area. For the meal we tried traditional Dal Bhat, a combination of rice, lentils, and vegetables.  

 

The remainder of the week was set around numerous activities such as walking up 1000 steps, visiting 

temples and planting trees. We also had free time where we were able to hang out, listen to music and 

play cards. Every evening we would have some sort of activity, whether that be live music, meditation or 

‘s’mores night’.  

 

On Saturday the 9th of July, we set off to Kathmandu for the weekend. Whilst here, we visited the Garden 

of Dreams, went shopping in Thamel, saw monkeys at the monkey temple and went to an art workshop 

in Bhaktapur. On Sunday evening, we returned to our accommodation in Dhulikhel.  

 

The following week was based around our main reason for the trip: facilitating at Mount View School. We 

were split into groups of 3 and would plan a 2-hour workshop for our own class each day about 

environmental sustainability. Some things we talked about included vegetarianism, saving water, 

composting, and other ways to protect the environment. It was also important that we bonded with the 

learners so we would always try and make it as fun as possible with games such as charades, musical 

statues, and squid game. The only day we were at the school to not facilitate was on Teachers’ Day. 

Teachers’ Day is a day where students put on cultural clothing and dance performances as a sign of 

appreciation towards their teachers and it happens every year in Nepal.  This second week was also full 

of lots of evening activities such as movie night, live music, and karaoke.  

 

After such an eventful 2 weeks, on Saturday morning it was time to say goodbye. Overall, the trip was the 

experience of a lifetime. The trip was not only fun and a great way to meet new people, but it was also 

eye-opening as life over there is so different to the UK in all the best ways possible. Many of the students 

have said that it has helped with their confidence levels and are just glad that they took part in this 

amazing opportunity.   

 

By Katie T of the International Committee 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

Kids eat free Summer Holidays 2022 

Kids eat free summer holidays 2022: All the UK supermarket cafes and restaurants - Heart 

 

Kids eat free summer holidays 2022: All 

the UK supermarket cafes and restaurants 

- Heart 

Bella Italia . On weekdays, children aged 2-11 can eat for 

just £1 during the summer holidays. Adults will have to buy 

one meal to get the deal and it’s available between 4pm 

and 6pm. 

www.heart.co.uk 

https://www.heart.co.uk/news/restaurants-cafes-kids-eat-free-summer-holidays/
https://www.heart.co.uk/news/restaurants-cafes-kids-eat-free-summer-holidays/
https://www.heart.co.uk/news/restaurants-cafes-kids-eat-free-summer-holidays/
https://www.heart.co.uk/news/restaurants-cafes-kids-eat-free-summer-holidays/
http://www.heart.co.uk/
https://www.heart.co.uk/news/restaurants-cafes-kids-eat-free-summer-holidays/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SISS Autism Team parent workshop 

If your child has a diagnosis of Autism and you are looking for additional support, please see the attached leaflet 

from the SISS Autism Team offering workshops next academic year. These are designed to support parents/carers 

in their understanding of autism and provide practical strategies for support at home. Please note the criteria 

outlined at the top of the leaflet and the requirement to commit to attendance at all sessions. 

 

SISS Autism Team 

Parent Workshops 22-23..docx
 

 

 



 

  


