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 Message from Mr Shelton  

  

Dear parents, pupils, staff and governors,  
 

We have come to the end of the first term of the academic year with much 

being achieved.  As I reflect on my first term as Headteacher, I am extremely 

proud of the changes and improvements that have been well received by staff 

and pupils.  We will continue to have a strong focus on punctuality to school and 

lessons, maintaining high standards of behaviour, corridor conduct and 

engagement in lessons.  The teaching staff are extremely committed to 

providing engaging and exciting lessons and we will continue to develop and 

create learning experiences that challenge and deepen learning. 

During this final week much has been celebrated: our Golden Ticket winners 

took part in a movie and pizza afternoon, over 450 pupils sat together and 

enjoyed Christmas dinner, the year 11 pupils experienced Sixth Form taster 

sessions and the pupils in Years 12 and 13 attended an advent mass at St 

Augustine’s in Solihull.  All pupils have had the opportunity to visit the Chapel 

and receive the sacrament of reconciliation.  The preparation for Christmas is a 

special time of excitement, joy and reflection in anticipation for the birth of 

Jesus Christ; the Christmas holidays are a fantastic time to be grateful for what 

we have and come together will family and friends. 

Many of you will be aware of the sad events of last weekend and the situation 

that took place at Babbs Mill Lake in Kingshurst.  It is with great sadness that 

one of the young children who tragically lost their life last weekend attended St 

Anthony’s Primary School, a school that is part of our MAC.  Our prayers and 

thoughts go out to the family of this young child. 

I would like to take this opportunity to say a massive thank you and good luck to 

our departing staff, and in particular, our two senior leaders who are moving to 

promoted positions, Mr Chesterman is becoming a Deputy Headteacher at King 

Edwards VI School for Girls in Northfield and Mr Clinton is becoming the 

Headteacher at Archbishop Ilsley.  We thank them for their commitment and 

dedication to St Peter’s. 

Finally, I would like to wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! We 

look forward to welcoming the pupils back on Wednesday 4th January at the 

normal time.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year of the Word 

“Here is the light you will reveal to the 

nations” Luke 2:32 

 

 

 

 

Mass times in our Local Parishes 

St Augustine’s Catholic Church 

St Thomas More, Sheldon 

St George & St Teresa Catholic Church 

Olton Friary 

Our Lady of the Wayside Catholic 

Church 

 

 

 
 

 
Please follow us on Twitter for 

the latest updates @StPetersSch 

 

https://www.staugustinesolihull.org.uk/
https://www.stthomasmorercchurch.com/
https://www.catholicchurchdorridge.uk/
https://www.oltonfriary.org.uk/
https://ourladyofthewaysidechurchshirley.co.uk/
https://ourladyofthewaysidechurchshirley.co.uk/


 
 

Staff Hellos, Goodbyes and Changes of Role 

We will be bidding farewell to Mr Chesterman, Assistant Headteacher who has been with us for five years.  His work 

on teaching and learning has made a big impact on our knowledge rich curriculum.  He will also be remembered 

for his love of Brainscape Flashcards!  Mr Chesterman will be taking up the post of Deputy Headteacher at King 

Edwards VI School for Girls in Northfield.  We wish him all the best in his new venture. 

Mr Clinton, Deputy Headteacher will be leaving us after three years in the role. Shortly after he joined us the 

pandemic hit, and he took a leading role in ensuring all the regulations and guidelines, including mass testing were 

adhered to.  He has led our safeguarding team and worked with many families during his time here. Mr Clinton 

headed up our International Committee, securing grants from the British Council to fund a Y12 trip to Nepal in 

2022 and another next year.  Mr Clinton will be taking up the post of Headteacher at Archbishop Ilsley Catholic 

School in Acocks Green. We wish him the very best of luck in his exciting new role. 

Mr Williams, Assistant Headteacher will be taking up the post of Deputy Headteacher in January 2023.  He will be a 

familiar face, having worked in a number of different roles during his sixteen years at our school. We know he will 

continue to work hard for all the pupils and families in the St Peter’s community. 

Due to all the above, there will be some additions to the Senior Leadership Team and changes in middle leadership.  

Mr Tudor, Head of Maths and Mrs Ferry, Head of History will be taking up posts as Associate Assistant Headteacher 

from January 2023.  They will be joined by Dr Aslam, who will also work as Associate Assistant Headteacher, and 

teacher of Physics.  Miss Parton will act as interim Head of Maths, and Mrs Kelleher has been promoted to Head of 

History. Mr Branson, who has led the Computer Science department will become Head of Business and Computing. 

Mrs Carroll, who has been with us covering a maternity leave, will join us permanently in January, when we 

welcome back Mrs Wolfe from maternity leave. We also welcome a second Mr Hill! Mr J Hill will join the Geography 

department to cover a maternity leave. 

We are welcoming several new members of support staff over the next few weeks. Miss O’Shaughnessy has started 

as Receptionist, this week.  The others will begin work in January 2023.  Ms McGrady will be taking up the post of 

Business Manager, Mrs Marlow will be joining the Science Technician team and Ms Mosciatello and Ms Mansha will 

be working with the Learning Support team.   

We hope they all settle into their new roles and enjoy working at St Peter’s. 

Timetable Changes 

Changes in staffing will result in some changes to pupils’ timetables.  These will be available to view via Insight as 

usual, and pupils will all be issued with a new timetable on Wednesday 4th January 2023. 

Parent and Pupil App 

The mobile app is now discontinued to both Android and iOS. To be able to access the portal please use the link: 

https://insight.st-peters.solihull.sch.uk/webapp/ 

Confession 

We were once again blessed by the generosity of our local clergy who supported the sacrament of reconciliation in 

school on Thursday 8th December. Children appreciated this time of reflection and reconciliation.  

 

 

 

Mental Health Ambassadors 

Pupils from Year 11 and 10, trained as Mental Health Ambassadors, organised a hugely successful bake sale in 

school on Tuesday 13th to raise money for Young Minds, a mental health charity. The pupils led on this and raised 

over £115 for the charity. 

 

 

https://insight.st-peters.solihull.sch.uk/webapp/


 

Key Dates  

 

17th January Year 11 English Visit to Poetry Live- Symphony Hall  

26th January  Year 9 Parents’ Evening  

09th February  Year 12 Parents’ Evening 

 

Cross Country  

This term our Cross Country teams have been involved in two Solihull Cross Country League races at Smith’s Wood 

& Langley School. Our Year 7 teams have particularly been outstanding and are currently winning the overall Team 

competitions. There are a further three races in the new year. 

Football: Year 9 

The Year 9 Football team have had a strong season to date, and are currently 

unbeaten in the Solihull League, convincingly defeating all before them. 

Unfortunately, their run in the Birmingham Cup recently came to a disappointing 

end when an under-strength team (due to illness & injury) were defeated 3-2 by 

Tudor Grange. Hopefully revenge will be sweet when we play Tudor Grange in the 

Solihull League in January. 

What a 1st term it has been. There have been so many incredible performances 

from our pupils so far this year and we are all very proud. Our U16 and U13 girls’ 

football have opened their league campaign with some very strong performances. 

They both are joint top of the table after 8 games, and they have 2 round to go until 

the playoffs. The girls have been working extremely hard every Tuesday and this has 

definitely paid off with some wonderful football been played.  

Kickboxing Champions 

Massive congratulations to the Coveney brothers who have been crowned the world 

kickboxing champions. Both brothers headed off to the finals in Cardiff and both came 

out with Gold medals. What a talented family and we wish them all the best in the new 

year for their next bouts. 

 

Other Sports News 

We are all very proud of a sporting first for St Peter’s. Malachy in Year 10 has become the 

youngest ever player to play for GB. At the age of 14 Malachy made the GB U17 squad and 

travelled to Vienna to play against Austria. 

 

Mr Perrett has had fantastic turnouts to Year 7 after school Football with over 30 attending 

every session! The Year 7 team made a great start in the Birmingham cup before getting 

knocked out in the 3rd round by Tudor Grange. However, 3 games with 2 wins and 1 loss 

has the Year 7 team currently sat at the top of the Birmingham South league. 

Year 8 have lost 2 games in the league, both narrowly by 1 goal, but their win against Lode 

Heath still has them top of the League for now and are currently through to the quarter 

finals of the Birmingham cup after a 3-2 win over Bishop Challoner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Poetry by Heart 

Keen students took part in another tense annual school round of Poetry by Heart. This 

is a fantastic competition encouraging students to get to grips with rhythm, 

performance and imagery through memorising poems from throughout the ages - with 

a promise of the national finals being held in Shakespeare's Globe Theatre! I was so 

impressed at the level of skill and commitment this year; there did have to be winners, 

however. I look forward to working with Peter L (Year 9), Harriet R (Year 7) and Thomas B (Year 7) as our school 

finalists and wish them a heartfelt congratulations for their sensitive and powerful performances of their poems. All 

the best for the next round of the competition! Ms Sudworth 

 

Shakespeare Project 

Next year marks the launch of St Peter's first ever Shakespeare Project! Key Stage Three pupils interested in the 

bard and performance - as well as gaining backstage experience - were given the opportunity to audition for our 

brand-new opportunity to pioneer a holistic exploration of Shakespeare. This allows students to explore theatre-

craft, work on a school production of Twelfth Night, and will involve a trip to Stratford. We are very excited to see 

where this project leads, and to work with our new and fantastic cast. Keep your eyes peeled for updates and 

tickets! 

 

Creative Writing Club 

The launch of the Creative Writing Club for the first time this year has led to the most wonderful 

flourishing of creativity from a keen and committed group of Key Stage 3 writers. Together we 

have explored poetry, song writing, description, epistolary writing, and creating dynamic and 

complex characters. I have learned so much from the ideas of the students, and so look 

forward to reading what they write in the future. Below you can see a short extract of a piece of 

group writing inspired by the current World Cup! 

'I clip the ball. The ball bounces off the crossbar. I leap into the air, my neck straining to header 

the ball. Softly, it drops to the floor. 

 

The fans in the stalls deafen me with their hollers. I try my hardest to block out the noise. Sweat trickles down my 

skin and I look to my manager for support; he has covered his face with his palms.  Frustrated. 

 

Groaning, I shake my head in disbelief. How could I let that miss? How could I possibly win that scholarship when 

my playing is this poor?' 

 

Thank you to the Creative writing club - and keep writing! 

 

Goodbye message from Mr Clinton 

After 10 very happy terms, I leave St Peter’s today. I have really enjoyed 

teaching, supporting, and getting to know some brilliant and friendly 

pupils. Thank you to staff and governors for all your hard work. You have 

been a pleasure to work with and serve. I wish everyone the very best for 

the future.  
  



 

 

Christmas Dinner  

The spirit of Christmas was evident this week during our Christmas Dinner. Those who chose to purchase the 

traditional Christmas fayre of Roast Turkey with all the trimmings enjoyed this with their classmates. Festive music 

helped to create a joyous atmosphere as crackers were pulled and stories exchanged. There was even some choral 

singing along to 'Last Christmas' and 'Merry Christmas Everyone'. A huge thank you to our incredible cook Mrs 

Caley and her team who worked so hard to provide nearly 500 meals. 

Advent Mass  

Welcoming the newborn Christ was at the heart of the celebrations during the final week of term. We have been 

building up to this throughout Advent. Our 'time to pray' bell was changed to ‘Come O come to from your Kingdom 

up there, to your Kingdom on earth, bring love, Emmanuel', remember this means 'God is with us'. And we certainly 

felt God's presence during our Eucharistic celebrations. On Monday, our Sixth Form pupils joined the parishioners 

of St Augustine's Catholic Church, Solihull for their 10am mass. It was wonderful to see the packed out church with 

over 200 young adults aided by our choir and musicians. On Wednesday or Thursday, Years 7 to 11, attend mass in 

school. We were privileged to welcome Fr Biju Anthony, Fr Austin Hughes and Msgr Daniel McHugh who spoke to 

the children with great warmth and really embodied the spirts of Hope, Love, Joy and Peace central to advent. The 

reverence of the children was excellent and there was some 

beautiful singing led by our choir members.  

 

Carol Service and Christmas Concert  

Our school Hall was filled with wonderful music on Tuesday 

night. Our choirs and musicians did a wonderful job of 

entertaining and leading our community in song but also 

prayer. The Carol Service was opening by Fr Andrew Franklin. 

He had very poignant words which led into a series of readings 

and carols. The second part of the evening was a slick and 

professional programme of festive songs, instrumentals and 

role plays. It was great evening for all who attended.  

 

 
 
 

  



 

 

BioArtAttack Competition 

We are delighted to announce that Louis H (Yr 7) has won the St. Peter’s BioArtAttack competition with his model of 

the human body and circulatory system. Louis showed excellent woodwork craftmanship and Mr Shelton was very 

impressed with his entry. A big congratulations also goes to Katherine C and Ashwin V for placing runners-up in the 

competition, with a crochet model of the heart and an electronic game based around the digestive system, 

respectively. Mr Shelton and Miss Kaval were immensely proud of all of the students who had entered the 

competition and the effort that they had put into their pieces, the standard of all entries was very high. All of the 

entries submitted in the school competition have also been entered into the national competition organised by the 

Royal Society of Biology and we hope to hear from them soon! 

 

 

Birmingham Irish Toy Appeal 

Twelve students were selected to deliver the generous 

donations of Christmas presents to St. Anne’s on Monday 

to support the Birmingham Irish Association’s Toy Appeal. 

We received an overwhelming donation of toys and thank 

everyone who donated to this cause. It will make many 

children less fortunate than ourselves very happy this 

Christmas.  
 

 

Birmingham Irish Association’s Christmas Party 

Sixth Form students accompanied Mrs McHale and Mr McMahon to St Anne’s on Tuesday 13th December to 

support the Irish Christmas Party. Callum, Siobhan, Connie, Mia and Kate wowed the crowd with two spectacular 

Irish dancing performances and Amy beautifully sang ‘Memories’ from the musical Cats. Diamuid, Jamal, Leon, 

Caitlin, Noah and John-James helped with the bingo and serving the elderly community with drinks and food. Thank 

you to all of the students who attended. You were a credit to the school community. You can see some of the Irish 

dancing performance on our school Twitter feed.  

  



 

 

Golden Tickets  

Last week we had our half termly Golden Ticket winners announced. Up to 15 pupils in each year group were 

awarded Golden Tickets for receiving several positive Conduct Cards or an incredibly high number of blue cards. 

Most winners chose to use their ticket for a Movie and film afternoon this week. Home Alone 2: Lost in New York 

was on the big screen with pizza and popcorn on the menu. The children really enjoyed themselves which was a 

wonderful treat for reward their hard work and consistently demonstrating our school values.  

 

 

The International Committee 

Over the last few weeks after school, we have been given the opportunity to meet after school and learn about 

different cultures to hopefully lead up to travelling to Nepal to help those less fortunate than ourselves.  

The international committee has been led by Miss Sudworth who has been teaching us about being a global citizen 

and being in partnership with the Futuresense Foundation who support disadvantaged communities around the 

world to have a better future.  

We have now started to fundraise for the future sense foundation in Nepal and have started to come up with ideas 

for how to raise money. Miss Lakin has helped us with this as she gave us a presentation about her prom dress 

charity to ensure everyone gets to get to and deserves go to prom and showed us ways in order to reach our target 

amount of donations. 

You learn about the significance to experience other cultures of not only Nepal, but many others such as the 

current world cup hosts of Qatar and what affect they are having on media opinions and different communities 

over the world. 

By Zach Br and Reshon J 

Every week, the year 12 International Committee has been holding after school meetings in preparation for a once 

in a lifetime trip to Nepal with the Futuresense Foundation. The Futuresense Foundation is an international 

development charity that believes in a world where the most disadvantaged can achieve their aspirations. 

So far, we have received a talk from Mr Shelton sharing his experience of living in Qatar and Ms Lakin has given us 

inspiration for fundraising ideas after speaking about her own charity, ‘Madrina’. We have also been joined by a 

team from ‘Challenges Abroad’ who have helped us to create ‘Enthuse’ accounts, which will aid our own fundraising 

efforts. And this is only the beginning! 

Our overall goal as International Committee is to help do our part as global citizens. We are each aiming to raise 

£250 for the Future Sense Foundation with various fundraising ideas- such as: sponsored runs, bake sales, car 

washes and many more. 

If you are able to donate, please use this link!  StPetersglobalcitizenshipprogramme2023 
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  Winter infections in children – guidance for parents/guardians 
This leaflet gives advice on illnesses that are currently 

affecting nursery and primary school children across 

the West Midlands 

What are the symptoms? 

There are two groups of symptoms: 

• Diarrhoea and vomiting – usually lasting 1-2 days 

• Fever, tiredness and nausea (feeling sick), sore 

throat – sometimes with a cough, lasting 3-4 days  

What should I do if my child is unwell? 

• Keep your child at home until they are well – if your 

child has diarrhoea and/or vomiting, they should 

not attend nursery/school until they have been 

symptom free for 48 hours 

• Ensure they drink plenty of fluids – taking sips 

rather than gulps, to avoid vomiting 

• If they have a fever – give child paracetamol and/or 

ibuprofen, according to manufacturer’s 

instructions 

• Your child can return to school once they no longer 

have a temperature (without medication) and are 

well enough to do so 

• If your child is unusually sleepy, is unable to take 

fluids or has other symptoms, such as an unusual 

rash, headache or neck stiffness – seek medical 

advice immediately 

Infection control advice  

Handwashing is one of the most important ways to 

prevent the spread of both of these infections. This 

applies to the child who is ill and the person caring for 

them. Hands should be washed using soap and rinsed 

under running water: 

• Before and after caring for the child 

• After using the toilet 

• Before eating, preparing or handling food 

• After cleaning up spills (vomit, diarrhoea or urine) 

• Also – keep a separate towel for each family 

member who has symptoms, and change them 

regularly 

• Dry hands thoroughly 

Other control measures: 

• Dispose of used tissues immediately 

• Wash soiled clothing, bed linen and towels, using 

the hottest wash setting for the fabric 

• Ensure toilet areas, baths and washbasins are kept 

clean, using hot soapy water 

• After initial cleaning, areas may also be infected 

using a 1 in 10 bleach solution (remember bleach can 

burn skin and remove colour from fabrics) 

For further information, visit NHS.uk and search for ‘respiratory infections’ and ‘diarrhoea and vomiting’ 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 


