St Peter’s
Newsletter
Friday 13th
November 2020

Message from Mrs Murphy
Dear Parents, Pupils and Friends of St Peter’s,
This week has been a poignant week. Last Sunday was Remembrance
Sunday and on Wednesday we held a reverent 2 minute’s silence at
9:30am. For two minutes, all pupils and all staff, whether they were
teaching or not, stopped what they were doing and paused to reflect on
those people who gave up their lives for our future. In many respects
this sacrifice echoes the sacrifice that Jesus made for us to wash away
our sins.
This week, in a very informative assembly, Mr Williams, Mr Stowe and
Miss Stowe jnr reminded pupils about the tragedy and loss that so
many people had experienced. It is such a shame that we couldn’t
gather as a whole school and read out the Bede roll, as is the school’s
tradition. We think of all those people who passed, not just in war, but
also in our school community.
In this week’s gospel, Matthew tells us about using our talents wisely.
Year 13 are certainly doing that and this was very much in evidence in
our highly successful first virtual parents’ evening. Feedback from
pupils, parents and staff has been very favourable and Mrs Hobbs talks
more about this in this issue. We are blessed with some very talented
pupils and many of them represent their county and even their country
in a range of sports, music and dancing. If you son or daughter
competes at a local or national level, please let the school office so we
can share their achievements.

COVID
We must stress the importance that if any pupil receives a positive
COVID test, you must notify school as soon as possible, including
evenings and weekends. To do so, we have dedicated mailbox which
will be monitored at all times covid@st-peters.solihull.sch.uk.

Government Guidance
The information regarding what parents need to know about schools
during the autumn term. Please click here for further information.

Please follow us on Twitter for
the latest updates @StPetersSch

Year of the
Word

“In the beginning the Word
already existed; the Word
was with God, and the
Word was God” John 1:1

Virtual Mass times in our
Local Parishes
St Augustine’s Catholic Church
St Thomas More, Sheldon
St George & St Teresa Catholic Church
Olton Friary
Our Lady of the Wayside Catholic
Church

Norovirus
If your child exhibits norovirus
symptoms including sickness and
diarrhea and stomach cramps, they
need to remain off school until 48 hours
following their last episode.

Parenting Offer & Virtual Group
Following the recent retightening of restrictions due to Covid-19, the Solihull Parenting Team are now pleased
to be able to offer a virtual ‘Being a Parent’ group.
They will also continue to offer weekly tweets, one to one telephone consultations with supportive advice,
resources and links, plus FREE online ‘Solihull Approach’ Parenting Courses.
As the situation is constantly changing, they will continue to provide updates on their activity via the Solihull
Parenting Team Facebook page.
The ‘Being a Parent’ virtual group is a supportive group where parents & carers of children aged 0-11 years
can meet and talk in a familiar & friendly forum without their children. The sessions will be 1.5 hours a week
for 9 weeks, giving parents the opportunity to support one another and share knowledge & experiences with
the help of tried and tested resources from the ‘Empowering Parents, Empowering Communities’ programme.
The group aims to help parents to understand their child better, manage challenging behaviour, improve
communication and build a supportive relationship. The group will take place using Microsoft Teams from
10am – 11.30am on a Thursday, and parents will be sent full joining instructions beforehand.
To book a place, or for more information, please contact the parenting team via email to
bsmhft.parenting@nhs.net by phone on 0121 301 2773 or via their Facebook page – Solihull Parenting Team.

Parents’ Evenings
Thank you to all parents who attended the Year 13 Parents’ Evening on Thursday 12th November. As we are
unable to hold face-to-face meetings currently, we used a new platform called School Cloud, which allowed
parents to book appointments online and then attend online meetings with class teachers. We would welcome
feedback from Year 13 parents on this new way of working so please email Mrs Hobbs, Senior Assistant
Headteacher, if you have any comments to make. The next parents’ evening will be for Year 11 on Thursday
3rd December 4pm-7pm. Year 11 parents will receive an email in due course with further details about how to
book appointments. There will be parents’ evenings for other year groups scheduled later in the academic
year so please look out for these dates.

Year 7 Form Captains
Mrs Costello would like to introduce the new Year 7 Form Captains. The new
Form Captains will be responsible for representing Year 7 and helping with
school routines, communication between students and staff and being the
voice for any queries Year 7 pupils may have. The pupils were all chosen by
their form groups and gave impressive speeches detailing how they would all
be great, positive role models. A massive congratulations to the pupils.
Image one – Louis, Ciara, Finaton, Teagan, Clodagh, Charlie, Casey-Rae and
Keane
Image two – Sean, Liv, Sam, Mary, Antonia, Aidan, Ryan and Layla
Image one

Parking

Unfortunately, we have received some complaints about St Peter's parents parking
in an irresponsible way on local roads when dropping off or collecting children. As
well as incidents of illegal parking, we have also received reports of parking
endangering the lives of pedestrians. This cannot happen and the police have been
informed. Can we please urge all parents to park in a safe and responsible
manner. As parking restrictions are in place on Whitefields Road, along with some
of the other local roads, we recommend that parents park at the car park on
Monkspath Hall Road, where children can then make the short walk to and from
school.

