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 Message from Mr Shelton  

  

It has been fantastic to see the children back in school following the half 

term holiday. I do hope everyone enjoyed a well-deserved rest.  On 

Tuesday, we held three Masses in the Sports Hall for All Souls Day.  We 

were joined by His Grace Bishop David Evans for the first Mass of the day, a 

real privilege for his first visit to St Peter’s.  Father Andrew and Father Austin 

from Our Lady of the Wayside and Olton Friary joined us for Masses two 

and three.  As expected, the pupils behaved extremely well, respectfully and 

reverently during the reading of the Bede Roll.  Thank you to all the Altar 

Servers, readers and choir for their involvement.  During the month of 

November, as a school community, we will spend time thinking about the 

faithfully departed and reflecting on the importance of remembrance. 

We held our first in-person parents’ evening last night. We welcomed Year 8 

parents in school many of whom had not been into the building due to 

COVID-19.  The attendance was excellent, and the feedback received from 

parents was extremely positive.  We look forward to welcoming more year 

groups in future weeks.  Our year 11 and 13 pupils have been involved in 

mock examinations this week that continue next week. This is an important 

part of the preparation process for the final public examinations in the 

summer and we very much expect pupils to be revising over the weekend. 

Food bank – Next week please support this important community initiative 

to support the local food bank. Donations of tins, rice or pasta should be 

delivered to main reception.  

Extra-curricular activities continue this half term. Thank you to all the staff 

and pupils who organise and attend these events. The variety is extensive 

with STEM, international committee, creative writing, English club, coding 

club, eco club, food club and the vast number of sporting events and 

fixtures taking place each week. 

Enjoy your weekend and thank you for your 

continued support. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year of the 

Word 
“Here is the light you will 

reveal to the nations” 

Luke 2:32 

 

Mass times in our Local 

Parishes 
St Augustine’s Catholic Church 

St Thomas More, Sheldon 

St George & St Teresa Catholic Church 

Olton Friary 

Our Lady of the Wayside Catholic 

Church 

 

 

 

 

  

 
Please follow us on Twitter for 

the latest updates @StPetersSch 

 

https://www.staugustinesolihull.org.uk/welcome/mass-book-your-place/
https://www.stthomasmorercchurch.com/
https://www.catholicchurch.dorridge.uk/
https://www.oltonfriary.org.uk/
http://ourladyofthewaysidechurchshirley.co.uk/
http://ourladyofthewaysidechurchshirley.co.uk/


 

Lateness 

Pupils are expected to be on site by 8.30am and in their form room ready to begin the day at 8.35am. As per 

previous correspondence, we operate a consequence where detentions are issued where pupils are late. Those 

arriving to form time after 8.35am but before 8.45am receive a 20 minute detention after school the next day; 

those arriving after 8.45am but before 9.05am, a 40 minute detention; those arriving after 9.05am, 60 minutes. It is 

appreciated that on occasions journeys to school can be delayed by factors outside of pupils’ control. Indeed, 

nearly all pupils arriving late site various reasons to explain their lateness. We are finding many parents are 

contacting school to explain lateness but are thinking that a parental explanation of lateness excusing the pupil 

from the sanction. While reasons such a car breaking down, buses being late, family illnesses and parental error 

are all understandable, we cannot be judge of what is a ‘good’ excuse or ‘bad’ excuse; to be fair and consistent all 

pupils, any detentions set, regardless of reason for lateness, irrespective of parental communication must be 

served.  

 

Detentions  

In the same way, we must stress that any detentions set for pupils are compulsory. Parents are informed by email 

for standard detentions the day before or by text on the day of a removal detention. We inform parents of 

detention, we do not ask permission. Complying with school rules and attending any sanctions are part of the 

conditions of being a pupil at St Peter’s Catholic School. We have a duty to maintain high standard of learning and 

behaviour. Please note, that should a pupil refuse to attend a detention, there will usually be a serious 

consequence such as an internal suspension. We do find that pupils are most successful where parents and 

teachers are consistent in these high standards and work in partnership. 

Admissions Arrangements Academic Year 2024-25 – Consultation 

St Peter’s Catholic School is consulting on its admission arrangements for 2024-25 from 1st November to 13th 

December. 

 

You can find a copy here and it is published on the School’s website on the Admissions page.  If you have any 

comments or views you should send them to Mrs Jennie Pate, Clerk to Governors at clerk@st-

peters.solihull.sch.uk or to St Peter’s Catholic School, Whitefields Road, Solihull, B91 3NZ by 5pm on 13th 

December. 

 

Key Dates  

11th November 2022 – KS5 Visit to Othello – Oxford Playhouse Armistice Day 

14th November 2022 – Year 9 Assessment period 

16th November 2022 - KS4 English Visit to A Christmas Carol 

17th November 2022 – Sixth Form Open Evening 

25th November 2022 – GCSE D&T Visit to London Museums 

1st December 2022 – KS4 English visit to An Inspector Calls – Alexandra Theatre 

7th December 2022 – Year 7 English visit to A Christmas Carol 

8th December 2022 – Year 11 Parents’ Evening 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://stpeterssolihull.b-cdn.net/media/uploads/Admissions-Policy-2024-25-Draft-Proposal-311022.pdf
mailto:clerk@st-peters.solihull.sch.uk
mailto:clerk@st-peters.solihull.sch.uk


 

Jack Grealish visit 

During half term, a group of pupils were treated to a visit from former pupil, Aston Villa legend and England 

international Jack Grealish. Mr Shelton was contacted by Nike who were arranging a short documentary about 

Jack’s early life to be aired in late November. Jack had highlighted the school as a particular area of interest. Once 

the initial filming was complete, he spent time with each pupil signing their shirts, shin pads and football boots 

followed by a tour of the school and a visit to his old form room! He was extremely personable and friendly, 

particularly with the pupils. I am sure this will have a lasting impact of the pupils involved. In the future, Mr Shelton 

is hoping to bring other former successful ex-pupils back into the school. So get in touch! 

 

 
 
PwC Birmingham Open Office Evening – change of date 

On the 27th October, there was an invite to PwC Birmingham office open evening focused on roles for School & 

College Leavers. Unfortunately, due to the train strikes on the 9th November, we have had to cancel this event and 

reschedule to Thursday 8th December 2022. Please see updated details below. 

If you’re in school or college and are exploring career options, join us in our Birmingham office to find out what a 

career at PwC could offer you. You’ll have the opportunity to learn more about our School and College Leaver roles, 

Virtual Insight Week programme and Flying Start programmes. You’ll also have the chance to chat to a range of our 

people from different areas of the business – from senior leaders to current trainees, as well as our Student 

Recruitment team, so you can find out more about who we are, what we do, and the opportunities available to you. 

 

This event is open to students in Year 11, 12 or 13. Parents, carers and teachers are also welcome.  

Date: Thursday 8th December 

Time: 5:30-7pm 

Location: PwC Birmingham Office One Chamberlain Sq, Birmingham B3 3AX 

Spaces are limited so follow the link to book a slot now: https://www.careersschools.pwc.co.uk/event/pwc-

birmingham-open-office-evening-school-and-college-leavers/ 

 

 

 

 

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/roy9C6BxWC18DOIpJ_wo?domain=careersschools.pwc.co.uk
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/roy9C6BxWC18DOIpJ_wo?domain=careersschools.pwc.co.uk


 

St Peter’s Careers News for Year 12 

Recently the government placed useful information on their website about applying to university. Please see the 

extract taken directly from the website under the title of Applying to University – everything you need to know 

including the direct link to the website.  

There is a great deal of information to help with research on UCAS HUB which you can register on using this link:  

Sign in | UCAS 

What is UCAS Hub? 

With your very own UCAS Hub, you can plan your next step. The best bit – you can save your progress and carry on 

whenever you want.  

There are lots of handy tools to help you make choices and prepare your application: 

1. The explore tool – where you can search subjects and discover courses. 

2. The notepad – so you can keep all your thoughts about your next step in one place. 

3. Apprenticeship finder – for the latest vacancies, locally and nationally. 

4. The personal statement builder – to help you structure your writing and introduce yourself to universities. 

5. The Tariff calculator – for tallying up your UCAS points to see if you meet entry requirements. 

Your Hub is your space. Organise the widgets, remove the ones you don’t need, and tick off your to do list. However 

you use it, make it yours. 

Why sign up?  

Here are four reasons to sign up: 

1. Options. Search from over 35,000 courses. Then narrow down your choices and pick your next step. 

2. Opportunities. Not going to uni? Explore apprenticeships, college, and conservatoire options. 

3. Application. Register and complete your application in the Hub. You can start your 2023 application here from 17 

May 2022. 

4. Tools. For everything from shortlisting options to writing your personal statement. 

 

How to get started 

Explore the Hub and see for yourself what it’s all about. Here’s how to create your account: 

• Introduce yourself. Help us get to know you by sharing some basic info. 

• Tell us what interests you. It doesn’t matter if you don’t know exactly what you want to do yet. Check out the 

explore tool. See what courses we've suggested for you based on your subjects. 

Applying to university – everything you need to know 

Posted on: 2 November 2022 on Applying to university – everything you need to know - The Education Hub (blog.gov.uk) 

Young people who are considering going to university next year should be thinking about their applications and 

what grades/qualifications they need. But how does that process work? 

Here, we answer your questions. 

I’m at school/college in England – how do I apply to university? 

If you are at school/college in England and want to study at a UK university, you must submit an application 

through UCAS. 

But before you submit make sure you: 

• have chosen where you want to study, visited the university and are sure the course is the right one for you; 

• are aware of deadlines for your university of choice, key dates and the entry requirements for your desired course 

and; 

• have registered for an account with UCAS and have drafted your personal statement. 

UCAS has a helpful guide on Applying to University - learn about everything involved (ucas.com) including support 

for what to do after, like student finance and when you’ll receive an offer. 

  

https://accounts.ucas.com/account/login?returnUrl=https%3A//www.ucas.com/dashboard%23/
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2022/11/02/applying-to-university-everything-you-need-to-know/
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-to-university


 

But are there enough university places for everyone? 

Applying to university is a competitive process and will depend on your personal statement, grades and other 

information like your reference and any exceptional personal circumstances. Statistics from UCAS for the 2022 

cycle, however, show: 

• 20% more 18-year-olds from England have gained a place at their firm choice compared to 2019, following the 

return to examinations. 

• 23,220 English 18-year-olds from the most disadvantaged backgrounds have been accepted, an increase of 4,260 

on 2019. This means that the entry rate gap between the most and least advantaged has narrowed from 2.29 in 

2019 to 2.26 in 2022, and from 2.32 in 2021. 

• This year has also seen the first T Level students gain a place in higher education, with 370 applicants accepted – 

that’s 71% of the T Level students who applied to universities 

 

Is it easier or harder for pupils from state funded schools to get into top universities compared to their 

counterparts from private schools? 

Universities are autonomous and decide who they admit. Historically, private schools have taken a relatively larger 

share of places at Oxford, Cambridge and the most selective universities. 

But this is changing. The proportion of UK undergraduate entrants at these institutions who attended state-funded 

schools and colleges shows an increasing trend. 

In 2015/16, 62% of Cambridge's UK based undergraduate entrants and 56% of Oxford’s UK based undergraduate 

entrants came from state funded schools and colleges. In 2020/21 those percentages had risen to 70% and 69% 

respectively. 

We are keen that admission to the most selective universities isn’t dependent on what type of school a pupil went 

to or their background, but their suitability and what they can achieve. 

Ensuring that students are well prepared their higher education course is what will help them to get on at 

university and will also help them to access that course that best suited to them. That is why the Office for Students 

is refreshing Higher Education providers' access and participation plans, to focus more on raise attainment in 

schools. 

Are international students taking places away from UK based students? 

No. Universities allocate and offer places to students in separate streams – for those who are from the UK and for 

those that are from overseas. It is a myth that offering a place to an international student takes away a place from a 

student from the UK. 

Most universities have separate home and international student recruitment targets, set before the admissions 

cycle even begins. 

Universities plan their student numbers carefully, not least because there are important implications for the 

provision of student support and wellbeing services, accommodation, and everything else needed to deliver the 

best student experience. 

While we welcome international students, who make an important contribution to the diversity of our universities, 

we know that the number of UK students studying across the country is going up, not down. 

This has been the case for the last five academic years. Last year, over two million UK students were studying for a 

higher education qualification in this country. UK students take up the vast majority of places on university 

undergraduate courses, accounting for 84.3% of the undergraduate student population. 

 
 



 

 



 

 

 

 


