
Welcome to Sociology!



So what is Sociology?
Sociology is the study of people 

within society. 
We look at how people behave, 
how society is set up and why 
inequalities may take place.

Within Sociology there are a number of 
theories you will study and they all have 
very different views on society!! Let’s see 

which theory you fall into….

With your partner, read through the following quotes and decide which you 
agree with most! Number these down the right hand side.

1 (most agree) to 12 (least agree).



FEMINISM
(They believe women are kept down by men in society)

FUNCTIONALISM
(They believe everyone in society has the same 

opportunities- it’s how you use them that counts!)

MARXISM
(They believe the rich and powerful exploit the poor)

THE NEW RIGHT
(Believe bad behaviour is all down to people living off 
benefits, single parent mothers and poor socialisation)

“Feminism is the theory; lesbianism is the practice”. 
WOMEN, DO NOT SLEEP WITH THE ENEMY! 

“Boys think of girls just like books, if the cover doesn’t catch 
their eye, they won’t even bother to read what’s inside”. 

“If women don’t want to be housewives then they cannot 
have a family. WOMEN CAN’T HAVE BOTH- THEY MUST 

CHOOSE!

“Alone we can do so little. Together we can do so much.”

“Women are located in the home because of their biological 
function of bearing children and because their physiques make 

them less able than men to perform strenuous tasks”. 

“In all societies some individuals are better than others at 
achieving things. The most important positions in society are 

filled by the most able people.”

“Children need a parent of each sex and allowing gay 
marriage undermines the traditional basis of a family.”

“Children born outside of marriage would be better off 
being adopted than being bought up by lone mothers.”

The poor in society have homes that are littered. The men are 
unable to hold down a job. Drunkenness is common. The 
children grow up ill-schooled and ill-behaved and become 

juvenile delinquents”

“What if I told you that the rich use their money to create laws 
in their favour, to help them get even more money.”

“The first thing to do to ensure the happiness of the people is 
to abolish religion.” 

“The ‘criminals’ we are encouraged to fear are the typical 
criminals presented in the media: young, male, working class 

and black.”



So do we all have the same opportunities in life?

Functionalists believe that everyone has the same opportunities in life. If we 
knuckle down and work really hard, we are able to achieve anything!!!

Take your piece of paper, scrunch it 
into a ball. See the bin at the front 
of the room? Imagine that is the 
end goal in life (success, money, 

good jobs).

You represent the population. Your 
screwed up ball of paper is resources in 

life to help you get to that end goal. 
Everyone has one shot to reach that 

goal! (Throw your paper into the bin).

How did we get on? Was this fair? Why did some have better opportunity 
than others? 

The closer you were to the recycling bin, the better your odds were to achieving the goal. 
This is what privilege looks like. Some people are much closer to achieving in life than 

others due to their circumstances.



Social inequality: What if I told you…

Every minute, 28 girls under 15 are 
sold and married to adult men.  

1 in 3 women have experienced 
physical or sexual violence at some 

point in their lifetime.

Women can earn up to £8,000 less in their starting salaries 
than their male peers who took the same degree.

Black and Asian men are 13 times more likely to be stopped 
and searched on the street than white men.

Many ethnic minorities are not 
given job interviews as the 

employers see their names on a 
CV and stereotype them. 

A number of elderly people have to 
choose between either eating or 

heating during winter months due to 
having poor pensions.

The world’s eight richest billionaires have the same wealth 
between them as the poorest half of the entire globe’s 

population.

Men are three times more likely than women to 
commit suicide.



What will you need for September 

• A4 ringbinder folder

• Plastic wallets 

• Highlighters 

• Green pens

• Black/blue pens 

• Textbook 



Social inequality

What may influence or 
opportunities in life?

Do some have more privileges than 
others?

Think-Pair-Share



Social inequality

Think-Pair-Share

Can we ever all 
become equal???


