
 

 

Friday 26th March 2021 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

 

We look forward with optimism to the very special time of Holy Week.  We hope it will be an Easter of 

celebration and hope, compared to the quiet and muted Easter Sunday we had last year.  As you may be 

aware, masses at our local churches from Maundy Thursday onwards will be an all ticket affair.  Therefore, 

please follow the links at the end of this letter and secure a ticket to avoid disappointment.  

 

It has been another very busy week in the Catholic Life of the School. On Thursday, it was the special feast 

of the Annunciation where a special reflection was prepared for pupils. Our main assembly and form time 

focus this week has explored anxiety and fear. This theme was chosen following last Sunday’s Gospel from 

St Mark where we heard about Jesus’ fear and anguish about his impending fate. In the assembly, our 

emotional wellbeing practitioner, Casey Gordon, shared three top tips should a pupil be feeling anxious and 

the assembly explored the ‘Cycle of Anxiety’ and explored how we can help. The assembly can be viewed 

here. Further activities took place in form time. We would always encourage pupils to talk to a member of 

staff, often their Form Tutor, should they be feeling anxious about anything at all.  

 

To help prepare us for Easter, a Chrism mass will be live streamed on Wednesday at 11:30am.  During the 

Mass, which will be celebrated at St Chad’s Cathedral by Archbishop Bernard, the priests of the Archdiocese 

will be renewing their priestly promises and the Holy Oils will be blessed. Also, if you haven’t caught up with 

Father Michael White’s weekly homilies yet, they come highly recommended: 

https://youtu.be/GQsktxQ0SW0.   

 

Following the roll out of home testing kits to a large proportion of the school population, we are aware 

there are still some pupils who need to receive these kits, and this will happen at the beginning of next 

week. There will also be further kits provided to pupils to cover the Easter holidays. 

 

As a reminder, these home testing kits are only to be used to check for cases of COVID whereby your child is 

asymptomatic. If your child displays any symptoms or is unwell, it is vital that you book a PCR test through 

this link, as these tests are specifically for detecting cases with symptoms. 

 

Since schools reopened to pupils, please note that attendance is mandatory and therefore absence must be 

unauthorised unless there is evidence of a valid reason in the usual ways. Please report any absence by 

calling before 8.30am or using the parent portal. We are working hard to make sure that instances of self-

isolation are rare so that as many children as possible can be in school where they belong. 

https://studio.youtube.com/video/WlzJ-ioIHHU/edit
https://studio.youtube.com/video/WlzJ-ioIHHU/edit
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/68-ZCGMXRtW30BipzYZc?domain=youtu.be
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test


 

 

Please continue to give generously for the Food Bank appeal that we are doing to support the work of the 

Birmingham Irish Association and our local Gaelic Clubs.   We would urge all pupils who are members of any 

of the three local clubs to bring their tops and tracksuits in their bag.  We would be delighted if the pupils, 

from Monday onwards, would wear their tops with pride at the gates and promote this brilliant cause and 

encourage their friends to donate. Items could include: 

• Washing up liquid 

• Washing powder 

• Antibacterial sprays 

• Cloths 

• Sweet/chocolates for children  

• Nappies, baby wipes etc 

• Cereal, porridge oats 

• Extra carrier bags 

• Sugar free biscuits 

• Biscuits/cakes/puddings (custard, rice puddings 

etc) 

• Razors/shaving foam 

• Shampoo/shower Gel, 

• Tinned vegetables, tinned fruit 

• Tea, sugar and coffee 

• Pasta and rice 

• Pasta sauces  

• Carton milk 

• Flour, raisins and dried fruit 

• Squash 

• Jams, marmalade 

 

On ParentPay, families are invited to support our other Lenten Charity, CAFOD, by giving a monetary 

donation, however small, via this platform.  

 

The lockdown and pandemic has affected families in lots of different ways and for some it might be that the 

last 12 months have been a challenge financially. The local authority have sent this message: 

 

Covid-19 and self-isolation? The council is here to help 

If you’re asked to self-isolate, it’s really important that you do so for the full ten days. Solihull Council understands 

that this can be difficult and has local teams who can arrange help and support. This could be anything from 

financial help to shopping vouchers and priority delivery slots to fuel top ups. Even help with dog walking! 

If you’re experiencing financial hardship we can help with white goods like fridge replacements too. We can also 

provide emotional support and have people on hand for a friendly chat if you’re struggling with self-isolation. 

As lockdown eases over the coming months, it’s going to be even more important to self-isolate when asked to. It’s 

not easy, but by self-isolating you’ll be helping everyone to get back to normal as quickly as possible. 

So please, if you need help, just call 0121 704 6793 or visit the council website www.solihull.gov.uk/Covid-

19/here2help And if you need help with something we don’t currently provide, please let us know at 

contacttracing@solihull.gov.uk and we’ll see what we can do to increase our support. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 
 

Mrs M E Murphy 

Headteacher 

 

Mass times in our Local Parishes 
St Augustine’s Catholic Church 

St Thomas More, Sheldon 

St George & St Teresa Catholic Church 

 
Olton Friary 

Our Lady of the Wayside Catholic Church 

http://www.solihull.gov.uk/Covid-19/here2help
http://www.solihull.gov.uk/Covid-19/here2help
mailto:contacttracing@solihull.gov.uk
https://www.staugustinesolihull.org.uk/welcome/mass-book-your-place/
https://www.stthomasmorercchurch.com/
https://www.catholicchurch.dorridge.uk/
https://www.oltonfriary.org.uk/
http://ourladyofthewaysidechurchshirley.co.uk/

