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Headteacher’s Message 

Dear parents and friends of St Peter’s. 

Happy New Year! I hope 2020 has started well for you all. It has been a produc-

tive and reflective month at school. The focus for this term is being prophetic and 

intentional. Students have enjoyed assemblies on the epiphany and baptism of 

Jesus where they have reflected on how to make this year even more successful 

than the last.  

We also welcomed back last year’s Year 13 for a lovely awards evening and have hosted 

options and parents’ evening for Year 9. as well as progress evening last night for Years 

7, 8 and 13. 

The atmosphere around school has been studious and the students’ focus on their studies should be 

commended. This is never more evident than in the voluntary ‘5 o clock club’ which takes place every 

Monday and Wednesday after school for Year 11. Such is the popularity of these revision sessions, that 

we are now having to open two rooms.  

Every Friday, as part of our rewards strategy, Mr Clinton and I 

have enjoyed having squash and biscuits with a number of stu-

dents from every year group - they are, however, far too mod-

est to have their names or photographs in this newsletter! 

As we move towards Lent, we think of the sacrifices we can 

make to help those less fortunate than ourselves.  

I hope you enjoy reading this January issue of the newsletter. 

The God Who Speaks: The Year of the Word.  

“Here is the light you will reveal to the nations” Luke 2: 32 

Weekly  Mass -The strong parish links that we value as a Catholic School are  enhanced by 

regular visits from the clergy of our neighbouring parishes.  

Holy Mass is celebrated in school on Tuesdays, at 8.25am. All are welcome. 

Rosary - Fr John Peyton joins a form group every Friday morning to say the Rosary.  

Email us at office@st-peters.solihull.sch.uk  

Follow us on twitter  

The Pope's Monthly Intentions for 
2020 

FEBRUARY 
Listen to the Migrants' Cries 

We pray that the cries of our migrant 
brothers and sisters, victims of  

criminal trafficking, may be heard and 
considered. 



 

Charity 

 Christmas Jumper SIFA Fireside Appeal – A big thank you to all staff and students 

who donated to SIFA Fireside as part of our Christmas Jumper 2020 Day.   

Please see below the personalised letter they sent to our school. We raised a superb 
£1476.89 this year! 

  

 
  

To The Brilliant Staff and Pupils at St Peter’s School, 

  

I am writing on behalf of us all here at SIFA Fireside to thank you for your incredible do-
nation of £1376.89 from your Christmas Jumper Day fundraiser and from your Non-
Uniform Day. 

  

As a local charity dealing with over 160 clients each day, we simply wouldn’t be able to 
open our doors without the dedication of our loyal volunteers and the generosity of our 
supporters. 

  

We provide immediate practical help for those in urgent need; ongoing health and well-
being services, resettlement and tenancy support services, employment support ser-
vices, and specialist housing advice. Our vision is that individuals who are homeless or 
vulnerably housed in Birmingham have all the opportunities available to them so that 
they can lead a healthy, happy life fulfilling all their aspirations and hopes for the future. 

  

 

Your support means so much to SIFA Fireside – Thank you. 



 

Careers Spring Term 

 

Key Dates 

 National Apprenticeship Week – 3rd – 9th February 2020 

 National Careers Week – 2nd – 7th March 2020 

 Week beginning 29th June 2020 – Year 10 work experience 

 Wednesday 8th -10th July 2020 - Year 12 Future Pathways Days 

 Future Pathways Month – June/July 2020 – various activities in subject areas linking 

the curriculum to careers 

Week beginning 13th July 2020 – Year 12 work experience 

For pupils doing work experience, start looking for placements sooner rather than later! 

Visit the School Portal for more information or speak to your tutor or the Careers Team – 

Mr Horsfield, Mrs Chander, Mrs Simmons and Mrs Stajka. 

National Apprenticeship Week 

National Apprenticeship Week (NAW) will be taking place 3rd – 9th February. For the first 

time, the week has been extended to include the weekend, giving the entire apprentice-

ship community more opportunity to get involved with activities. Our students in Years 9, 

10 and 12 will be joining the Big Assembly broadcast, taking place on 3rd February. 

Parents can get involved too: share your experience of having a child complete an ap-

prenticeship and the benefits you’ve seen it deliver for them, either in your local school, 

child’s workplace or across social media channels; please also encourage your child to 

share their positive apprenticeship experiences where they can too. 

National Careers Week 

Following NAW we will also be celebrating National Careers Week (NCW) in school 2nd-7th 

March. Students will be working on all things Careers in form time and lessons to see 

where their subjects can take them. There will also be dedicated careers assemblies for 

all year groups during the week where we will have guest speakers talking about their ca-

reers. For the sixth form students we will also be organising a ‘Careers Café’ where stu-

dents will have the opportunity to network with current employers from a variety of or-

ganisations over coffee and pastries at break time. 

 



 

Just as a reminder of what else is going on in the Careers Department this year: 

Start - This year we have invested in Start 

www.startprofile.com which is an online careers platform 

designed to connect pupils with their future pathways. The aim of Start is to give eve-

ry pupil all of the information they might need for whatever pathway they want to 

pursue. Throughout their time at St Peter’s, we will be encouraging pupils to records 

any Careers Encounters they have on Start. Examples of careers encounters are: 

meeting/visiting an employer on a trip or in school, through work experience or 

something they have organised themselves outside of school, or perhaps a one-to-

one meeting with their form tutor or our Careers Advisor, Mrs Stajka. All pupils have 

been or will be issued a logon for Start via their form tutor and throughout the year 

will get the opportunity to swap into a computer room during form to work through 

some of the information available. We would strongly encourage all pupils (in Years 

11-13 especially) to logon to Start as soon as possible and begin to fill in their pro-

files. Start is available on all computers, laptops, tablets and smartphones!  

 

Pathway CTM –  

 a social enterprise with a mission to improve the employ-

ability, career prospects and lives of school leavers. Year 

12 and 13 Pupils are reminded to complete the survey on www.pathwayctm.com in 

order to register with  Pathway.  

 

Careers Spring Term cont 

If you would like to get involved in any of the activities during NAW or NCW, please get in 

touch via the main office. We are looking for parents to come and speak to students dur-

ing an assembly about their careers. This could be a full 15-20 minute talk or just a 5 mi-

nute snapshot of what you do. Assemblies are Monday-Friday (various year groups) from 

8.45-9.05. Any support is greatly appreciated! 

http://www.startprofile.com
http://www.pathwayctm.com


 

Aspire Academy – 

 a programme designed to help young people thrive when they enter the job market. 

We have already scheduled workshops focused around Careers and Enterprise 

skills with Aspire Academy, which will be starting this half term. They will also be 

involved with our Year 11 and Year 12 Careers Events. 

Year 9 have started their IAG meetings to start their discus-

sions regarding their plans for next year’s options choic-

es. Remember you have lots of options available to you 

so consider everything before making your decisions. 

We now have a St Peter’s Careers Twitter account – follow us and see the fantastic 

work and events we are doing with the students @StPetersCareer 

We are always aiming to improve our careers events with feedback from students, 

parents and employers. Please take the time to give us feedback on our Careers 

work in school by filling in a quick survey on any recent careers events: 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/careersstudents https://

www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/careersparents https://

www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/careeremployees 

 

The Careers Team – Mr Horsfield, Mrs Chander, Mrs Simmons, Mrs Przyrodzki & 

Mrs Stajka 

Careers Spring Term Cont 

 To register, go to the website: http://www.pathwayctm.com 

 Click on Students Register Here and enter the password path19 (all lowercase). 

 Complete a short survey. This is where you can express your sector interests and 

your preferences for when you leave school – the sur-

vey should take less than 4 minutes to complete. 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/careersstudents
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/careersparents
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/careersparents
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/careeremployees
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/careeremployees
http://www.pathwayctm.com


 

Careers 

Level 3 Teaching Assistant Apprenticeships 

A number of our local primary schools are interested in recruiting Level 3 Teaching Assis-

tant Apprentices for September 2020, working in partnership with Solihull College, and 

would love to have applicants from St. Peter’s. So if your child is in Year 11 or 13 and is 

considering a career working with children, this could be a fantastic opportunity for them 

next year. It could even lead to a career in teaching if desired.  

All pupils and parents are warmly invited to an information event that is taking place, just 

next door, at St. Augustine’s Catholic Primary School on Thursday 12th March at 4pm. This 

will be an opportunity to meet staff from the College and the local primary schools and to 

find out more about Teaching Assistant Apprenticeships. Please see Mrs Hobbs if you have 

any questions or would like more details. 

 

 

 

Are you interested in a career in teaching? 

Then come and train with St. Peter’s Solihull Teaching School Alliance! We have School Di-

rect places available for September 2020 in primary education and a wide range of sec-

ondary subjects. We work with The University of Warwick and Newman University to offer 

a highly personalised and bespoke training programme to help develop the next genera-

tion of outstanding primary and secondary teachers. For more information, please go to 

our website https://www.st-peters.solihull.sch.uk/teaching-school/ or email teaching-

school@st-peters.solihull.sch.uk 

 

 

Teaching School News 

https://www.st-peters.solihull.sch.uk/teaching-school/
mailto:teachingschool@st-peters.solihull.sch.uk
mailto:teachingschool@st-peters.solihull.sch.uk


 

CRISP (CELEBRATING READING IN ST PETER’S) 

To promote the importance of reading, Mr Clinton and Miss Hall held assemblies in De-

cember where they asked all the students to choose a book they would like to read. 90 

lucky key stage three students had their names drawn out of a hat and had a book deliv-

ered to their house just in time for Christmas!  Below are some of the books that the stu-

dents received.  If you don’t have a book on the go at the mo, why not delve 

into one of these crackers... 

Scared to Death by Anthony Horowitz: These ten short stories are guaranteed 

to chill you to the bone.  Those of you that might have read some of the Alex 

Rider stories will be aware that Horowitz is one of the best writers for young 

teenagers. 

Best Friends by Jacqueline Wilson: Gemma and Alice were born on the same 

day and have been devoted friends ever since.  However, disaster strikes 

when Alice has to move to Scotland. 

The Creakers by Tom Fletcher (recommended by Evie, Erin and James in Year 

7). Anyone sick of grown ups!?  Well in this book, the main character, Lucy, 

wakes up one day and finds they have all disappeared!  Lucy then goes on an 

adventure to find her mum. 

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time by Mark Haddon: Christo-

pher Boone is a 15 year old boy who finds his neighbour dog murdered in 

the middle of the night and embarks on a murder mystery to find the culprit. 

The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas by John Boyne: Bruno is a 9 year old boy who 

oblivious to things that are happening around him and is very naïve. He is 

very unhappy when his family move house from Berlin to the desolate area 

on the front cover. 

To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee: Scout and Jem’s father is called Atticus 

and he is a lawyer.  As he is a man of principles, he stands up for what is right even though 

it makes him unpopular. 



 

GCSE Poetry Live - 20th January 2020 

I had the great pleasure to attend this event in the spectacular setting of Birmingham 

Town Hall with a group of Y11 students.  Despite specialising in Chemistry, I have a love 

for reading and all types of literature, although I will admit, I have not read much poetry 

since leaving school.   

The day was hosted by Tony Childs, AQA Chief Examiner for English Literature.  He chaired 

the event, introduced the poets and did two short sessions on tackling unseen poetry in 

the GCSE examinations.  All the other presenters were published poets with poems in the 

GCSE Anthology. 

The day started with Imtiaz Dharker reciting some of her poems, some in the anthology, 

others not.  She was born in Lahore and moved to Glasgow as a baby.  As well as being a 

poet, she is an artist and documentary film maker.  She described how her poetry is influ-

enced by her own individual identity, which she does not wish to be defined by location, 

race or religion.  One of the poems she recited, ‘Over the Moon’ was a collection of 

quotes from TV clips and interviews and she explained she wanted to emphasise its over-

use in popular speech. 

The second poet, Owen Sheers, a contemporary poet, explained how he based some of 

his poems on his upbringing in South Wales surrounded by disused quarries full of aban-

doned cars.  In another, he spoke in the voice of his unborn second child seen in a scan 

photograph. He uses his poetry to protest about climate change. 

The most charismatic of all the poets was John Agard, born in Guyana whose upbringing 

in what was then known as ‘British Guiana’ has shaped his work.  He grew up as a Carib-

bean educated in a very traditional ‘Eurocentric’ system.  He described his love of Mathe-

matics and Science as well as his passion for poetry. He recited an ode to the Isosceles Tri-

angle, as well as two of his anthology works ‘Checking out me History’ and ‘Halfe-Caste’ in 

an entertaining and engaging way. 

 



 

GCSE Poetry Live - 20th January 2020 cont 

Carol Ann Duffy, former poet laureate read some of work, which is heavily influenced by 

her relationship with her mother and daughter.  She explained that she also uses histori-

cal influences, contemporary and modern to write poems such as and ‘Warming her 

Pearls’.  Duffy’s poem ‘War Photographer’ was inspired by her friendship with a war pho-

tographer. Speaking with her was Gillian Clarke who writes about her upbringing in 1950s 

Wales by her mother who was a nurse.  She told of how she actually met the subject of 

her poem Cold Knap Lake, the story of a drowned child, whom her mother saved when 

she was an older woman.  She described how she wrote the poem ‘Catrin’ about her 11 

year old daughter, immediately after a family argument about not being allowed out to 

play.   

Daljit Nagra, from a Punjabi background writes in a British Indian accent in his poem Singh 

Song.  The poem which he read in this accent is based on his experiences working in his 

parents corner shop business in London. 

The final poet was Simon Armitage, the present poet laureate. He spoke about the real 

war veterans he had interviewed and their families about suffering from PTSD.  These in-

spired his poems ‘Remains’ and ‘The Manhunt’.  The latter written in the voice of the sol-

dier’s wife about finding the lost personality of her husband through the scar of a bullet 

wound.  Interestingly, his son had to analyse his father’s poems for his GCSE exams! 

The day was fascinating and we all learned a lot from it. 

 

Mrs Crees  



 

Poetry Live cont 

 

Get inspired by Edward Lear’s poem ‘The Dong with the Luminous Nose’ and 

write nonsense poetry.  

Competition: Write a nonsense poem. 

Deadline: 28th February 2020 

Hand all entries to Miss Heslop or your  

English teacher.    Good luck! 



 

English 

Year 8 have embarked on an exciting 

journey into the world of film studies in 

their new scheme of work. Students will 

explore Propp’s character types, camera 

angles and shot types and will apply 

their new found knowledge to short 

films.  

If your child is enjoying the topic, why not 

analyse a film short together?  

Have a look at: 

‘La Luna’ 

‘Beyond the lines’ 

‘The little shoe maker’ 

 

Give it a go – be the director 

Why not work together and create 

your own short film to convey a topi-

cal issue? 

Miss E Heslop 

 

Upcoming: ‘Othello’ Student Conference 

Mrs Hutchings will be taking our Year 13 students to the Shakespeare Birthplace Trust for 

a full day of ‘Othello’ study on Thursday 13th February.  This promises to be an excellent 

opportunity to explore this crucial text with a range of leading Shakespeare academ-

ics.  This experience will support students in their preparation for the Summer examina-

tions, focusing on the play in action and exploring a range of close readings of the 

text.  Students wishing to attend should pay via ParentPay as soon as possible. 



 

Sport 

SPORTING SUCCESS! 

 

What a start to the 2nd half of the season. All teams are making excellent pro-

gress through the rounds of both the local and National Cups. Our Year 8 boys 

are currently playing terrific football and had an incredibly impressive 6-0 win 

over Thomas Telford in the last round. The boys now go into the last 16 and 

play Gartree school from Leicester. Equally impressive is our u16 boys and girls 

teams who both had excellent results in the last rounds of the Nationals. The 

girls are going to Liverpool for their next away trip and the boys are going to 

play a school in London. Good luck to all our teams and we wish them all the 

best in the last 16.  

 

Mr I McMahon 



 

This half-term, Y9 pupils are making important decisions about their KS4 curriculum.  A 

number of activities and events have taken place to support the pupils and their parents 

through the options process have taken place. 

Y9 Options Process in Brief 

Form tutors play a pivotal role by having one or more one to one conversations with all 

their tutees about their choices.  An options assembly and information evening form part 

of the process.  ‘Taster sessions’ are also offered to give Y9 pupils the chance to experi-

ence GCSE style lessons in subjects they have not studied before, or are not studying cur-

rently.  At parents’ evening the week after the information evening, parents and pupils 

have the chance to discuss progress with individual subject teachers and be guided to-

wards subjects that best suit individual interests, talents and needs.  After all these parts 

of the process have taken place, students make their final choices in mid-February. 

Y9 Options Assembly – 8th January 2020 

This term we are focusing on the Catholic virtues of being intentional and prophetic.  Y9 

were encouraged to reflect on planning their actions and choosing to live how God wants 

them to be intentional.  And spreading the word of God through how they choose to live 

their lives is them being prophetic.  

The KS4 core and optional curriculum was explained and the pupils received information 

about the process itself, as well as the advice, guidance and support they and their par-

ents would be getting. 

The assembly encouraged the pupils to reflect on the idea that, as take their options they 

are making important decisions which will influence further choices they will make later 

on their lives.  As individuals, they have unique talents and gifts and it is important that 

Careers 



 

they make choices that enable them to use these wisely.  At the end of the assembly, we 

prayed that God would guide them through making their choices for their own benefit, and 

that of others to fulfil His plan for each of them. 

Y9 Parents’ Options Information Evening – 15th January 2020 

This was a chance for parents to hear about our KS4 curriculum intent, aims and priorities 

as well the options process. At St. Peter’s we are blessed with a supportive community of 

parents and wider family keen to encourage our pupils at all stages of their educational 

journey.  It is to this backing that we owe much of our success as a school.  This evening, as 

well as being a chance to impart information, was also an opportunity to consider the im-

portant partnership between home and school.   

St. Peter’s Curriculum Intent 

To build character through our Catholic life, ethos and values. 

To enable students to know more and remember more. 

To enable students to transform knowledge into the transferable skills of analysis, evalu-

ation, problem-solving, creativity and independence. 

To equip students as life-long learners. 

At KS4 

Continue to provide a broad and balanced variety of subjects. 

Allow enough time to study each subject in enough depth to meet the demands of the 

tougher GCSEs.  

Give an element of choice to pursue individual talents and interests. 

Allow as many choices as possible at the end of the two year course. 

St. Peter’s Priorities KS4 

Building Firm Foundations 

Careers cont. 



 

Careers cont. 

Our aim is that students reach or exceed their potential across all their subjects.  The 

home-school partnership is key to enabling students to succeed. 

Providing a Broad and Balanced Curriculum 

We ensure that all students have the opportunity follow an EBacc curriculum; it is the 

government’s ambitious target that 90% of students in England follow this by 2025.  

The English Baccalaureate (EBacc) is not a qualification in itself, it recognises 

achievement in English, Mathematics, Science, Humanities (History or Geography) 

and a modern foreign language. 

Meeting Individual Needs 

Every student’s needs will be carefully considered on an individual basis.  We do a lot of 

work behind the scenes to make sure the curriculum at KS4 suits the needs of the 

individual. 

All students have personalised information, advice and guidance to help them make 

guided choices about courses, so that their current and future needs are catered for. 

The presentation and options information booklet is available for interested parents of pu-

pils in all years via the information section of our website. 

Taster sessions – 21st and 22nd January and week beginning 27th January 2020 

Y9 pupils had a full day off their normal timetables to experience full-length GCSE style les-

sons in Sociology and Business Studies plus lessons in the creative subjects: Art, Drama, Ca-

tering, Product Design and Music.  This was to give them a chance to learn in the style they 

will be taught at GCSE. Additional taster sessions in BTEC Sport, GCSE PE and Health and 

Social Care were offered to anyone considering those subjects.  It is a priority for us to offer 

the broadest possible curriculum at KS4 and for pupils to consider the full range so that 

they are able to make informed choices, which are right for them.  

If you have any questions regarding our curriculum or the options process, please see the 

information section of the school website or contact me directly. 

Mrs Crees, Senior Assistant Headteacher 



 

Food and Design Tech 

 

Year 10 Catering students’ pop up restaurant 

Pupils are developing their enterprise skills and catered their first of many events, 

costing, preparing and cooking Gourmet burgers and pub chips for staff. Event was suc-

cessful with pupils raising £50. Well done; feedback was ‘best burgers ever’! 

 

Some Year 7 & 8 pupils are now studying Textiles Technology and have started making 

their sock monsters and WWF special occasion cards. Both great ways to recycle waste 

materials. Watch out: monsters will be out on the loose! 

 

Year 11 are coming to the end of their coursework; they have been busy producing 

sustainable products and designing items suitable for the prom and even the common 

wealth games. A huge thank you to Brandon Corry’s father and Jack Walsh’s father 

who kindly donated a huge amount of pallets. 

 

Year 9 have had a huge challenge in the workshop this term. They are all manufactur-

ing their own design of bird house/ bug box. 

 

Finlay Garner and Billy Bramley have completed their tangram puzzle in design and 

technology, well done you have done a wonderful job! 

Mrs A Sanders 

Finlay Garner 

Billy Bramley 



 

KS4 English   

KS4 English Drop-in Morning

When? – Every Thursday morning between 8.00 – 8.25
Where? – Room 3 English corridor
Who can come? – Anyone in Y10 or Y11

If you would like some extra support with 
your English studies, whether that be 
homework or revision, come along to the 
drop in morning on a Thursday.

A member of staff will be on hand to answer 
your questions or talk you through 
something you are finding difficult.

You can stay for the full 25 minutes to 
complete your own English work, or pop in 
for just 5 minutes to ask a question.

You do not need to attend every week! We 
are just here for whenever you may need us. 

First session: Thursday 23rd January

There is always a lot happening in the English Department and January 2020 sees the 

start of a number of activities taking place for KS4. I would firstly like to make both stu-

dents and parents aware of a new Drop-in morning available to KS4 students every 

Thursday between 8.00 and 8.25. This is a new form of student support put in place to 

enable students to gain some extra support or guidance with revision and homework as 

well as being a quiet place for students to come and work on their English studies with 

staff on hand to help if needed. Last week was the first session and it was hugely success-

ful with students being able to get one to one support with members of the English De-

partment. Please come along with some work if there is anything we can do to help you! 

Beginning Tuesday 28th January, the English Department are running targeted interven-

tion sessions after school to support students with their studies. These sessions are run-

ning by invitation only at the discretion of the class teacher whereby staff are targeting 

the students that they feel will benefit from some extra, small group support on a specific 

topic or skill. Please be aware that if your child is invited to these sessions that it is in 

their best interest to attend. 

Miss Woodall 



 

KS4 English  cont. 

We also have a ‘Macbeth’ filled March coming up for KS4 students. On the 24th March, 

the English Department are taking over 100 students to London’s Globe Theatre to see a 

live performance of the GCSE set text ‘Macbeth’ which will be an incredible opportunity 

for students to see the play come to life in the original style that it would have been per-

formed in 1606. Additionally, Year 10 are going to get their first taste of ‘Macbeth’ on the 

5th March when the whole year group will be able to see a live screening of the play 

streamed from the Royal Shakespeare Company. This will be a brilliant opportunity for 

Year 10 to get a head start on their studies for the set text and to see the play performed 

before they dive into close analysis of the text.  

Miss Woodall     KS4 English Co-ordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming: ‘Othello’ Student Conference 

Mrs Hutchings will be taking our Year 13 students to the Shakespeare Birthplace Trust for 
a full day of ‘Othello’ study on Thursday 13th February.  This promises to be an excellent 
opportunity to explore this crucial text with a range of leading Shakespeare academ-
ics.  This experience will support students in their preparation for the Summer examina-
tions, focusing on the play in action and exploring a range of close readings of the 
text.  Students wishing to attend should pay via ParentPay as soon as possible. 



 

Celebrating Reading at St Peter’s                                                                           #crisp 

Vocabulary  

Did you know that to be able to thrive in higher education and employment, we need 

to develop a confident vocabulary of approximately 50,000 words? At St Peter’s, our 

staff have been focusing on integrating explicit vocabulary teaching into their lessons 

to ensure that all students can access more and more challenging texts, giving them 

the chance to expand their vocabularies and build their experience of real-world 

writing.  This will be an ongoing focus as we refresh our curriculum to ensure our stu-

dents leave us with the skills necessary for their future success.   

Christmas is a wonderful time to curl up with a good book 

This year, we were delighted to reward those KS3 students who had been faith-filled 

and hopeful last half term with a prize draw.  Lucky winners were sent a present of a 

brand-new reading book, ready for the festive period.  Thanks to Mr Clinton and Miss 

Hall for leading three assemblies and giving the students a choice of fantastic reads. 

Reading across the curriculum 

Research tells us that regular reading matters in every subject: children who read for 

pleasure can experience, on average, a 9.9% advantage in Maths!  We’ve been expand-

ing our displays in different subject areas to guide students who might be in need of 

some inspiration, and we have a selection of reading lists available on our website: 

https://www.st-peters.solihull.sch.uk/english-and-film-studies/  

The most effective home support for students is encouraging regular reading, particu-

larly fiction.  Some of our students have recently found that having someone at home 

reading the same book has helped keep them on track while in the early days of form-

ing the habit, so perhaps ask the library for two copies on your next visit! 

Upcoming: World Book Day 

World Book Day is Thursday 5th March this year.  Keep your eyes peeled for more infor-

mation coming soon! 

K Hutchings 

https://www.st-peters.solihull.sch.uk/english-and-film-studies/


 

Introducing our new ‘5 o clock club’! 

Year 11 have been working hard in preparation for their upcoming February mock exami-

nations. Lots of support is being put into place for students.  Perhaps the one that students 

have being talking about the most is our new 5 o’clock club. Here, students can revise in 

room 10 under the supervision of member of the Leadership Team. In the club, students 

revise three different subjects for 35 minutes each and are rewarded with snacks during 

their 10 minute breaks.  

Other support in place includes the period 6 revision timetable, maths breakfast club every 

morning and the English breakfast club on a Thursday morning. 

 

D Chesterman 



 

 

Specialist Inclusion Support Service SISS  

 
 

 Families of children and young people from 0-25 years with additional 
needs are welcome to join us at 

Sharmans Cross School, Sharmans Cross Rd Solihull, B91 1HP 

         Monday 10th February 2020 9.30am -11.30am 

 

Opportunity to chat to groups who can offer support pre or post diagnosis. 
The following groups will be there: 

Solihull Parent Carer Forum  

Safe Space Support Group 

SASSI 

North Solihull Additional Needs Group 

                        Autism West Midlands 

SOLAR 

SoLO 

SENDIAS 

Solihull Action Through Advocacy 

START 

Educational Psychology 

Speech and Language 

Children’s Community Learning Disability Nursing Team 

         Teachers and ISPs from the Autism Team 

            Please email to express an interest in attending 

        Siobhan Farrelly-  siobhan.farrelly@solihull.gov.uk 



 

 

 

Mrs McHale and Mr McMahon accompanied 13 students from Years 9-

13 to support the Birmingham Irish Association Christmas party at St. 

Anne’s on Wednesday 11th December. Aine, Siobhan, Connie and Berna-

dette performed Irish Dancing and Lauren played the harp and sang Su-

permarket Flowers by Ed Sheeran. All of the performances were excel-

lent! After the singing and dancing, the students helped to serve the cli-

ents with their Christmas dinner – all three courses! Once the hard work 

was over, the students were rewarded with their own Christmas dinner 

too, which they thoroughly enjoyed.  After dinner, the students helped 

to hand out the Christmas gifts, which were gratefully received and en-

joyed taking part in Irish Bingo which for many was their first time play-

ing. After helping to clear the plates and tables, the students took to the 

dance floor and enjoyed the Irish band and singing. A great day was had 

by all! 

We would like to thank Luke, Olivia, Erinn, Elle, Aine, Bernadette, Si-

obhan, Connie, Grace, Dylan, Lauren, Fionn and Flynn for their support. 

They were a credit to 

the school! 

 

M McHale 

 

 



 

Sixth Form Awards Evening 2020 – Thursday 9th January 2020 

What a delight it was to be able to recognise the 

achievements of our Year 13 class of 2019, at our 

annual Sixth Form Awards Evening, which was held 

on Thursday 9th January 2020. The evening was 

filled with acknowledgements of our highest achiev-

ers and those who had performed particularly well 

in academic subjects or who had provided service 

to the school, community or sport. 30 awards in to-

tal were handed out.  

 

After the formal presentations, students were 

thrilled to have time to meet up with their friends 

and teaching staff once again and discuss life after 

St. Peter’s, including making the transition to study-

ing at university or taking up an apprenticeship or 

employment. It was wonderful to see so many stu-

dents and their parents and relatives. Students also 

collected their examination certificates which are 

sure to take pride of place in their homes.     

 

It was a privilege to have Mr Callum Reilly, a profes-

sional footballer and one of our own ex-students, as 

Guest Speaker.  His speech resonated with many 

and showcased what a superb role model he is for 

younger students. We were also honoured to have 

representatives from the Catenians, who help to 

sponsor the event, including Mr Kevin Moroney, 

president of the Catenians, Paul Bentley and Tom 

Brassil. 

 

We wish all the students continued success in their future studies and careers. 



 

Attendance 

While we appreciate that at times, students can be unwell and unable to attend school, it 

is crucial that this is rare and all students attend school when possible.  

All examinations and qualifications have increased the rigour and quantity of knowledge 

required meaning that all lessons are crucial from Year 7 to 11, if students are going to 

succeed.  

It can be surprising the impact of missing time can have on a student’s understanding and 

success in school. The table below shows numerically the impact poor attendance can 

have.  

 

 

If students misses more than 18 days in an academic year for whatever the reason, this is 

known as being a Persistent Absentee or a ‘PA’. If a student’s attendance is on track to be a 

PA, school will contact home. Interventions may include; an awareness letter, a meeting 

with the Lead Tutor, a meeting with the school’s Educational Welfare Officer or at times a 

visit to the home address. School may not authorise absence without medical evidence 

when it is a cause for concern. You are always welcome to contact school to discuss 

attendance if you have any concerns. 

Should you need to inform us of absence, please phone the school number 0121 705 3988 

and choose option 1. Absence can be also reported via the Parent Portal 

 

A Williams. 

  Number of missed 
days in a term 

Number of missed 
days in a year 

How many English lessons in 
Year 10 for example? 

90% 1 week 2 days = 4 weeks 16 hours 

80% 2 weeks 4 days = 8 weeks 32 hours 

70% 4 weeks 1 day = 12 weeks 48 hours 

60% 5 weeks 3 days = 16 weeks 64 hours 

50% 7 weeks = 20 weeks 80 hours 

40% 8 weeks 2 days = 24 weeks 92 hours 

30% 9 weeks 1 day = 28 weeks 112 hours 



 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

NOTICE FOR PARENTS THAT PARK IN AND AROUND THE SCHOOL 

We have been asked by West Midlands Police to advise you that a Park Safe 

Scheme is up and running in the neighbouring roads around the vicinity of our 

School. 

This means that any parking that obstructs dropped curbs or pavements, or vehi-

cles that are parked too near to junctions may be reported online to West Midlands 

Police and tickets may be issued if Police obtain evidence that proves that a park-

ing offence has taken place. 

In conjunction with Solihull Council’s Clean Air Policy, we would also like to bring 

your attention to the following advice: 

Make our air cleaner outside our school 

Turn your engine off 

Engine idling, leaving your car engine running when stationary, is a major and total-

ly unnecessary contributor to air pollution and can lead to an increased risk of heart 

disease, lung cancer and asthma.       

Children are particularly at risk from the harmful chemicals emitted from cars as 

their lungs are still developing.  The air they breathe now can affect their health for 

life.   

By switching off your car engine when stationary you’ll reduce air pollution.   

Did you know? 

An idling engine emits 20 times more pollution that a car travelling at 32mph. 

Air pollution tends to gather a metre off the ground, so children are particular-

ly vulnerable.  

 

People inside cars are also exposed to high levels of air pollution, with children 

especially at risk from the harmful effects.  

 

Turning an engine off and starting it again after a minute or longer causes less 

pollution than an idling engine …… and uses less fuel! 

 

You can still get warm or cool air for up to an hour after an engine has been 

turned off if you leave the ignition on.  

 

Idling the engine makes your engine dirtier due to incomplete combustion. 

For more information visit: www.solihull.gov.uk/airquality  

http://www.solihull.gov.uk/airquality


 

Key Calendar Dates for Parents 2020 

Spring Term 2020 

FEBRUARY   

Monday 10 First Point USA Presentation Careers Event, 

Thursday 13 Year 12 Parents’ Evening 

Monday 24  Year 11 Mock Week 

Monday 17 – Friday 21 Half Term 

Wednesday 26 Ash Wednesday 

MARCH   

Monday 02 Year 11 Mock Week  

Monday 02 National Careers Week 

Thursday 05 Year 10 Parents’ Evening 

Monday 09 Year 13 Mock Week 

Thursday 26 Year 9 & 11 Progress’ Evening 

APRIL   

Friday 03 End of Term 

Summer Term 2020 
APRIL   

Monday 20 Whole School Start of Term 

Thursday 23 Y8 Parents’ Evening 

Thursday 30 Y7 Parents’ Evening 

MAY   

Friday 08 Bank Holiday 

Monday 25 – Friday 

29 

HALF TERM 

JUNE   

Thursday 04 Y8 HPV girls & boys Immunisation 

Friday 05 Y8 HPV girls & boys Immunisation 

Monday 08 Y9 HPV girls only Immunisation 

Monday 22 Y12 Future Pathways Day 

JULY   

Wednesday 01 Year 6 Induction Day 

Thursday 02 Year 6 Induction 

Friday 17 End of Term 


