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       CAREERS   Newsletter — November 2020 

INTRODUCTION 

W elcome to the November edition of the Careers 
Newsletter. We have successfully made it through a 

difficult first half term, and with the nation now in a second 
lockdown we face some pretty tough times ahead. For this 
month’s edition of the Careers Newsletter we are focusing on the 
virtual opportunities that students can make the most of. 

Even though last year’s work experience was cancelled, there 
could still be the opportunity for the current Year 10 and 12 
students to visit some workplaces. If not, however, there will 
definitely be a plethora of online placements to access and make 
the most of during these unprecedented times. What you have to 
remember is that everyone is in the same boat, so you won’t be at 
a disadvantage to others if you’re not able to go and do a full work 
experience placement. 

CAREERS SUPPORT IN SCHOOL 
If you need support you can get in touch: careers@st-peters.solihull.sch.uk 

Mr Horsfield   -  Careers Leader 

Mrs Chander   -  Senior Leadership Team with Responsibility for Careers 

Mrs Simmons   -  Work Experience & UCAS Coordinator 

Mrs Przyrodzki   -  Aspirations & Destinations Coordinator 

Mrs Stajka   -  Independent & Impartial Careers Advisor 

ONLINE CAREERS RESOURCES 
You can follow us on Twitter @stpeterscareer or visit the school 
website’s careers page. We post regular updates on the Student 
Homepage plus opportunities and events are emailed directly to 
students, so keep checking your inbox. You can also use our 
fantastic Careers Platform, Start, by visiting www.startprofile.com. 
More info on Start inside! 
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“MY LIKES” 
Another great feature of Start is the My Likes 
section. Every time you explore a new career, 
qualification or destination you can indicate 
how you feel about it by clicking 
on the Like button (thumbs up) 
or Dislike (thumbs down). Start 
will then keep a track of this in your My Likes 
section, which you can find on the right hand 
side of your profile. 

If you click on My Qualifications, you will then 
see suggested routes that you might take in 
order to join the careers you have liked. For 
example if you like the job ‘Maths Teacher’ it 
will suggest that you take A Level Mathematics. 
You can also rate the different qualifications 
using the same buttons, these will then be 
grouped by level on your qualifications page.  

It then gets even better as 
Start will suggest places 
where you could study 
based on the things you 
have liked. It will do this 
based on your location and 
the courses you are 
interested in studying. 
Again, you can like/dislike 

these to help keep track of what you have seen 
and are interested in. 

START - YEAR 7 (AND ABOVE) SPOTLIGHT 
Degree: History 

A list of wider reading, podcasts, lectures 

and super curricular activities that would 

help prepare for this course at degree 

level:  

Books: 

Butterfield, The Whig Interpretation of 

History  

Gaddis, The Landscape of History: How 

Historians Map the Past  

Rublack, A Concise Companion to History  

Active History 

History Association - Student Page 

History Extra Podcast 

History Today Magazine 

The British Museum 

BBC Radio 4 Archives 
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AIRBUS 

‘Aerospace Virtual Work 
Experience’ is for Year 10 
- 13 students. It involves 
around 10 hours of 
activities that students 
can complete at a time 
that suits them. You can 
sign up for it here! 

EY 

Finally, EY have had many 
work experience 
programmes go live 
recently, many of which can 
be found here (just scroll 
down!). To view everything, 
you can create a free 
Springpod account if you 
like. 

NESTLÉ 
Nestlé are having virtual open 
evenings running from the 
9th to the 13th November, 
aimed at students, parents 
and teachers, outlining all of 
their apprenticeship 
opportunities. For the full 
schedule (designed to fit 
around school hours) and all 
other info, click here . 

VIRTUAL 

OPPORTUNITIES 

YEARS 10-13 

https://twitter.com/stpeterscareer
http://www.twitter.com/stpeterscareer
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APPRENTICESHIPS 
Apprenticeships are becoming ever more popular for those A levels students 
wishing to gain employment with training, in preference to a university place. 
Apprenticeships follow one of a set number of frameworks/standards and are 
at different levels ranging from Level 1 (Intermediate Apprenticeships) to level 
5+ (Degree Apprenticeships). Level 3, Advanced Apprenticeships are consid-
ered to be on the same level as A levels. 
Guide to apprenticeships – GOV: 
https://www.gov.uk/topic/further-education-skills/apprenticeships 
Lower level apprenticeships tend to have numerous opportunities, with vacan-
cies becoming more competitive higher up the levels, with mostly larger com-
panies offering Degree Apprenticeships. 

Students who have created an account will be alerted when 
new vacancies become open – more information on appren-
ticeships.co.uk 
The website https://www.notgoingtouni.co.uk has information 
on alternatives to University. 

 

T LEVELS 
T Levels are a brand-new qualification choice that will follow GCSEs and 
give students a head start towards the career they want. They will suit 
students who wish to start working towards a skilled occupation, prefer a 
practical approach to learning and want a predominantly classroom -
based course. T levels are brand new. 
T Level video case studies These are helpful video case studies giving insights 
into placements from both the student’s and employer’s point of view.  
T Level website Official information on T Levels, plus how to find your nearest 
T Level provider.  
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http://www.twitter.com/stpeterscareer
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http://www.amazingapprenticeships.com/TLevels
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UCAS TIMELINE UPDATE - YEAR 13 
10 Jun 2020 Students to have completed first draft of their  
   Personal Statement and emailed this to their form 
   tutor. 

30 Jun 2020 Students to have registered with UCAS and   
   completed the Personal Details section. 

17 Jul 2020 Internal deadline for students interested in studying medicine,   
   veterinary medicine/science, and dentistry, and courses at Oxford or  
   Cambridge to notify Mrs Przyrodzki of course choice and admissions  
   tests and  complete Personal Statements.  

7 Sep 2020 Students to have completed final draft of Personal Statement and  
   emailed this to their form tutor. 

8 Sep 2020 First day for receipt of completed applications. 

1 Oct 2020 Internal application deadline for courses in medicine, veterinary  
   medicine/science, and dentistry, and courses at Oxford or    
   Cambridge. 

15 Oct 2020 Application deadline for courses in medicine, veterinary medicine/ 
   science, and dentistry, and courses at Oxford or Cambridge. 

20 Nov 2020 Internal application deadline for all UCAS Applications. 

15 Jan 2021 Equal consideration application deadline. 

25 Feb 2021 Extra opens. 

22 May 2021 Student Finance Application Deadline. 

30 Jun 2021 Last date for applications before Clearing. 

Deadlines in blue are St Peter’s deadlines. 

https://twitter.com/stpeterscareer
http://www.twitter.com/stpeterscareer
http://www.twitter.com/stpeterscareer
mailto:careers@st-peters.solihull.sch.uk
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APPRENTICE NATION 
Apprentice Nation offers free on-demand videos and weekly webinars featur-

ing the UK's hottest artists and industry experts. For example: 

How to think beyond grades when writing a CV feat. Raye 
Let's identify skills and talent you didn't know you had 

Personal branding feat. Tinie 
What is it and why is it important for building a career? 

How to be a hit at interviews 
Think smart and be the part 

By taking part, students can unlock amazing rewards such as 1:1 mentor ses-

sions with industry experts from Google, BT, The Premier League, Havas and 

many more.  

More information here. 

How it works  

1. Students join at Apprentice Nation  

2. Students can access FREE work and life skills training 

Download full curriculum  

3. By taking part, students can unlock rewards such as Sony headphones, 

shopping vouchers and ex-

clusive video calls with Ti-

nie, Raye, Ms Banks and 

Krept & Konan.  
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http://www.twitter.com/stpeterscareer
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SPOTLIGHT 
Career: Beautician 

What is it? Helping people to look and feel better inside and out is what a 
beautician's job is all about! Beauticians, also known as beauty therapists, 
cosmetologists or aestheticians, specialise in giving beauty treatments. They 
use facial and body treatments to enhance the appearance and improve the 
well-being of their clients. 
 
How do I get into it? The usual entry route into this role is to complete a 
beauty therapy qualification at Level 3.  
 
What would I do? Being a beautician would generally involve: 
• Offering facials 
• Removing unwanted hair by waxing, threading or through electrolysis 
• Applying and advising on make-up 
• Offering nail treatments such as manicures, pedicures and extensions 
• Performing spray tans 
 
What are the other jobs 
available? Similar jobs include 
beauty consultant, 
cosmetologist, nail technician, 
spa therapist, aromatherapist 
and many more! 
 
Check out the Start Job Profile 
Page for more information on 
this Career. 

https://twitter.com/stpeterscareer
http://www.twitter.com/stpeterscareer
http://www.twitter.com/stpeterscareer
mailto:careers@st-peters.solihull.sch.uk
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https://app.startprofile.com/role/902/overview
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TEACHER’S CORNER 
Each edition of the Careers Newsletter will feature the university profile of a St. Pe-
ter’s teacher. This may inspire you or encourage you to ask them about their course 
or university that you may also have an interest in. They are more than 
happy to be approached in person or via email. 
University profile of: Mr Horsfield 
Where did you study? University of Birmingham 
What type of accommodation did you live in? Halls in my first year, then 
houses in Selly Oak in my second/third years. 
Course studied: BSc Mathematical Engineering 
Interesting info/memories about your course or university? There were 
only 5 people on my course altogether, which meant for all three years we had all of 
our lectures, seminars and workshops together. We all became very close friends!  
First job after University: I used to teach drums as a part time job so I did this until I 
started my teacher training year. 
Why did you choose a teaching career? I really enjoyed teaching drums and I 
thought, ‘Why not?’! I then did a project on teaching mathematics in my third year 
and gained some work experience, which I loved, and the rest is history. 
Any other info regarding your Higher Education you would like to share? Even though 
I lived quite close to my university, I still lived away from home, it taught me a lot 
about myself and being an adult. I’d always recommend to students that they 
should try living away from home if they do higher education. 

VIRTUAL APPRENTICESHIP FAIR - YEARS 11-13 

The National Apprenticeship Show is a free virtual event, taking place on 
Wednesday 2nd December 2020, 9.30am - 4.30pm. There are dozens of 

organisations taking part in the event with hundreds of 
great opportunities. You can register to attend using the 
link below. If you are in Year 12 or 13, you could access the 
fair during one of your free periods or supervised study 
periods. Register here. 

https://twitter.com/stpeterscareer
http://www.twitter.com/stpeterscareer
http://www.twitter.com/stpeterscareer
mailto:careers@st-peters.solihull.sch.uk
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https://nas.vfairs.com/en/registration
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PATHWAYS TO BIRMINGHAM - Years 12/13 

University of Birmingham’s 
Undergraduate Open Days give you the 
perfect opportunity to hear first-hand 
from our current students and teaching 
staff about living and learning in 
Birmingham.  
Register for our next Virtual Open Days - Saturday 28 November or Saturday 
5 December 
Pathways to Birmingham 
The Pathways to Birmingham programmes provide local students with 
insights into what university has to offer, so you can make an informed 
decision about your future. 
If you are in Year 12, you can apply to one of three different programmes 
showcasing the range of courses available to study. 
If you are in Year 13 and already applying through UCAS, you can apply for 
our longstanding Access to Birmingham (A2B) programme.  
For more information, visit their website here. 
Benefits of Pathways to Birmingham 
Students who successfully complete any one of the Pathways to 
Birmingham programmes are eligible for some amazing benefits including: 
• a reduced offer of typically up to two grades below the standard offer 

on any undergraduate course at the University of Birmingham 
• a substantial financial support package worth up to £3,500 per year, 

depending on your circumstances and results at the end of Year 13 
• a guaranteed interview for some courses which is a huge boost to your 

chances of being made an offer for some of our most competitive 
courses 

https://twitter.com/stpeterscareer
http://www.twitter.com/stpeterscareer
http://www.twitter.com/stpeterscareer
mailto:careers@st-peters.solihull.sch.uk
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https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/undergraduate/visit/opendays/booking-form/Book-your-place-at-Open-Day.aspx
https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/teachers/year-12/pathways-to-birmingham/index.aspx
https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/teachers/year-12/pathways-to-birmingham/index.aspx
https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/teachers/year-12/pathways-to-birmingham/index.aspx
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NAME OF UNIVERSITY: Aberystwyth University 
MOTTO WELSH: Nid Byd, Byd Heb Wybodaeth  
MOTTO ENGLISH: A world without knowledge is no world at all  

HISTORY 
Founded in 1872 as University College 
Wales, Aberystwyth, it became a 
founder member of the University of 
Wales in 1894 and changed its name 
to the University College of Wales, 
Aberystwyth. In the mid-1990s, the 
university again changed its name to 
the University of Wales, Aberystwyth. 
On 1 September 2007, the University 
of Wales ceased to be a federal 
university and Aberystwyth became 
independent again.  

National rankings (UK) 

Complete University Guide (2021) 58 

Guardian (2021) 49 

Times / Sunday Times (2020) 49 

Global rankings 

Academic Ranking of World 
Universities ARWU (2020) 

901-1000 

Times Higher Education World 
University Rankings THE (2021) 

401-500 

NOTABLE ALUMNI 
Royalty: HRH Charles, Prince of Wales (left) 
Politicians: Gareth Thomas, Labour Party. 
Elin Jones (top right), Plaid Cymru. 
Journalists: Claire Summers, BBC Wales. 
Rod Richards. 
Scientists: Frederick Soddy, Radiochemist 
(bottom right). 
Writers: Sarah Hall, Novelist & Poet. 
Christopher Meredith, Novelist & Poet. 
Sportspeople: Cath Bishop, Rowing John 
Dawes, Rugby. Angela Tooby, Cross 
Country. 
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